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"  C.  &  D.  DIARY  "  COUPONS. 

Each  1904  Diary  sent  out  contains  an  inset,  each  end  of  which 
is  a  postcard.  We  shall  be  glad  of  a  quick  return  of  these  cards 
duly  filled  up.  We  are  to  give  at  least  ten  guineas  in  prizes  to 
the  senders  of  the  best  cards.  It  is  wonderfully  instructive  and 
interesting  to  turn  over  the  advertisements  with  the  view  to 
filling  in  the  six  lines  on  postcard  B,  and  one  is  sure  to  find  some- 
thing during  the  process  which  will  be  appropriate  for  postcard 
A.  Keep  the  centre  of  the  card,  as  it  contains  points  about 
stamped  medicines  arranged  for  quick  reference. 


HOW    IT    ALL    CAME  ABOUT. 

Friday,  December  18..  Spent  a  profitable  hour  reading  the 

C.  &  D..    Something  in  it  to  think  about. 
Saturday,' December  19.    Write  to  the  Publisher  of  the  C.  &  D. 

for  particulars  about  the  Winter  Number. 
Monday,  December  21.    Waiting  the  Publisher's  reply  [which 

will  say  it  is  to  be  published  on  the  last  Saturday  of  January, 

1904- viz.,  the  30th]. 
Tuesday,  December  22.    Letter  comes  from  the  Publisher  of  the 

C.  &  D.    Convincing.    Wants  12,000  insets  to  go  to  the  best 

buyers  in  the  British  Empire,  who  are  to  receive  the  Winter 

Number.    Think  well  of  the  idea. 
Wednesday,  December  23.    Write  to  the  Publisher  C.&  D.  to 

reserve  good  position  for  the  inset,  and  to  Blank  &  Co.'s 

representative  to  call  after  Christmas  to  arrange  for  the 

printing. 


Summary. 


In  the  Tabloid  Case  Mr.  Justice  Byrne  on  Monday  decided 
in  favour  of  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  both  on  the 
motion  and  counter-motion,  with  40s.  damages,  and  costs.  The 
judgment  is  fully  reported  on  p.  1030. 

Particulars  of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  George's  Masonic  honours 
are  given  on  p.  1029,  along  with  his  portrait. 

Spike  Oil  is  most  grossly  adulterated  at  present.  Messrs. 
Parry  and  Bennett  give  particulars  about  it  in  a  note  on  p.  1011. 

A  New  method  of  detecting  adulteration  in  citronella  oil  has 
been  devised  by  the  Ceylon  Government  agricultural  chemist 
(p.  1011). 

An  interesting  correspondence  with  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  regarding  the  marking  of  entire-drugs  labeh  is  printed 
on  p.  1005. 

A  number  of  interesting  dispensing  and  practical  problems 
were  discussed  before  Edinburgh  assistants  by  Mr.  William 
Duncan  last  week  and  are  given  on  p.  1026. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Johnstone,  a  director  of  Messrs.  James  Woolley,  Sons 
&  Co.  (Limited),  lias  been  honoured  by  his  colleagues  on  the  occa- 
sion of  his  completing  fifty  years  with  the  firm  (p.  1028). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Rhodesia  continues  to  prosper  in 
its  quiet  way.  Mr.  Dawn  Copley  was  at  the  annual  meeting 
elected  President,  and  Mr.  E.  Blewett  Secretary  (p.  Iu29). 

The  annual  auctions  of  castorum  were  hell  in  London  on 
Wednesday,  a  full  account  of  which  will  be  found  on  p.  1015 
Prices  were  erratic,  but  considerably  dearer  on  the  whole. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1934  pleases 
"Xrayser  "  immensely  (p.  1007).  We  have  had  other  commenda- 
tions of  it,  which  we  shall  try  to  find  room  for  by  instalments, 
See  p.  1015. 

Some  of  the  Winter  session  topics  to  which  we  cannot  refer 
more  fully  are  stamped  medicines  (pp.  1019,  1022,  and  1025), 
co  operative  buying  (p.  1021-2),  price-proteciion  (p.  1022),  and 
electro  chemistry  (p.  1023). 

Ailment-name  labels  for  medicines  will  not  be  interfered  with 
by  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  until  March  31,  1904.  The 
letter  conveying  the  information,  and  the  petition,  &c,  which 
gave  rise  to  it  will  be  found  on  p.  1004. 

Speaking  to  Wolverhampton  chemists,  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock  men- 
tioned points  in  connection  with  sodii  arsenas,  liq.  ammon.  fort., 
liq.  ferri  perchlor.  fort.,  liq.  antim.  chlor ,  pil.  ferri,  &c,  which 
require  attention  by  chemists  in  business  and  the  B.P.  authorities 
(p.  1025). 

The  principal  feature  of  the  markets  is  a  reduction  in  caffeine 
and  citrate.  Cannabis  indica,  kino,  and  sassafras  oil  are  dearer. 
Cream  of  tartar  is  advancing,  and  sandalwood  oil  is  firmer  ;  star- 
aniseed  oil  is  easier,  and  cod-liver  oil  and  nitrate  of  silver  are 
lower  tp.  1015). 

Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  speaking  at  Sheffield  on  Wednesday 
night  with  reference  to  Mr.  Tocher's  scheme  of  territorial  repre- 
sentation on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  disapproved  of  it,  and 
was  pessimistic  about  its  influence  in  awakening  interest  in  the 
body  over  which  he  so  recently  presided  (p.  1020). 

In  a  paper  on  the  past,  present,  and  future  of  pharmacy,  Mr. 
Patrick  Kelly  began  with  the  materia  medica  of  the  Bible  and 
skimmed  pharmacy  from  history  up  to  the  foundation  of  the  Irish 
Society,  concluding  with  a  resolution  for  the  amendment  of  the 
Irish  Pharmacy  Act  to  exclude  company-trading  (p.  1024). 


CHRISTMAS  WEEK. 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist  will  go  to  press  next  week  a  day 
earlier  than  usual.  Consequently,  Advertisements  for  the 
Supplement  must  be  received  not  later  than  WEDNESDAY,  i 
December  23.  Our  correspondents  should  let  us  have  their 
"  copy  "  by  first  post  that  day,  if  possible.  It  will  be  too  late  if 
received  after  5  p.m.  on  Wednesday. 


"  Elementary  Dispensing  Practice." 

By  Joseph  Ince,  F.C.S.,  Ph.C,  &c,  late  lecturer  on  Pharmacy 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  This  volume  is  purely  educa- 
tional. It  takes  students  of  pharmacy  and  medicine  over  the 
whole  range  of  the  operations  and  principles  that  underlie  the 
dispensing  of  physicians'  prescriptions,  and  teaches  the  practice 
as  well  as  when  business  opportunity  makes  the  student  an  expert 
dispenser.    Price,  3s.  6d. ;  by  post,  3s.  9d. 

Supplementary  Volume  of  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
In  the  press       j  - 


The  above  are  in  ' 


The  Chemist  and  Druggist  Series." 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  body  of  Mr.  George  Albert  Morkill  (41),  managing 
chemist  of  the  Warrington  Chemical  Company  at  Sankey 
Bridges,  was  found  in  a  canal  last  week.  At  the  inquest  a 
verdict  of  found  drowned  was  returned. 

The  Portsmouth  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Messrs.  W.  Pink  &  Sons  for  twelve  dozen  invalid 
Bovril  at  19s.  3d.  per  doz.,  2  cwt.  Sanitas  at  28s.  6d.  percwt., 
and  9  cwt.  carbolic  soap  at  21s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

A  fire  occurred  on  December  7  at  the  rear  of  the  premises 
of  Mr.  Silk,  chemist  and  druggist,  Longcauseway,  Peter- 
borough. The  fire  originated  in  a  store,  the  contents  of 
which  were  badly  damaged  by  fire  and  water. 

At  Birmingham  Assizes  on  December  10,  Charles  Dobbs 
(20),  described  as  a  chemist's  assistant,  was  sentenced  to 
twelve  months'  hard  labour  for  forging  orders  for  patent 
medicines.  There  were  several  previous  convictions  recorded 
against  the  prisoner. 

John  Chapman,  a  labourer,  was  sent  to  gaol  for  fourteen 
days  with  hard  labour  at  West  Ham  Police  Court  on  Decem- 
ber 16  for  stealing  a  bar  ofj  soap  belonging  to  his  employers, 
the  Vinolia  Company  (Limited),  Carpenters'  Road,  Stratford 

At  the  Llandudno  Police  Court  cn  December  14,  Mr.  H. 
Rogers  Jones,  chemist,  Llandudno,  applied  for  and  obtained 
a  vaccination  exemption-certificate  in  respect  of  his  child. 
He  had  previously  tried  the  Magistrates  at  the  Conway  Court, 
but  could  not  get  the  certificate  from  them. 

A  debtor  named  Comfort,  who  appeared  at  the  Southwark 
County  Court  on  December  10  on  a  judgment  summons,  said 
his  sole  employment  was  selling  cough-lozenges  at  public- 
houses  at  night.  Judge  Addison  said  he  could  hardly  make 
a  committal  order  on  the  strength  of  the  profits  in  that  case. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Macclesfield  and  District  Trades- 
men's Association,  held  on  December  8,  it  was  unanimously 
agreed,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Thomas  Cooper,  chemist 
and  druggist,  to  send  a  protest  to  the  Postmaster-General,  to 
the  local  M.P.,  and  to  the  National  Chamber  of  Trades 
against  the  proposed  C  O.D.  postal  system. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
on  Saturday,  the  Contract  Committee  reported  that  they  had 
decided  that  it  was  advisable  to  have  the  contract  schedules 
for  drugs  and  druggists'  sundries  revised  annually.  They 
had  accordingly  arranged  for  this  to  be  done  by  a  person 
with  expert  knowledge  before  issuing  advertisements  invitiDg 
tenders. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trade  Advisory  Committee 
on  Commercial  Intelligence,  held  on  December  16  at  White- 
hall Gardens,  the  new  Russian  and  proposed  new  Austro- 
Hungarian  Customs  tariffs,  and  the  report  drawn  up  by  a 
sub-committee  on  these  tariffs  after  consultation  with  the 
Chambers  of  Commerce  and  other  important  industrial  and 
commercial  bodies,  were  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  laid 
before  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Arthur  H.  Penney,  commercial  traveller,  was  remanded  at 
Grimsby  on  December  12,  on  a  charge  of  obtaining  between 
1001.  and  140/.,  by  false  pretences,  from  his  employers, 
Robert  Colbridge  &  Co.,  cod-liver  oil  manufacturers.  It  was 
alleged  that  prisoner  sent  a  number  of  orders  in  and  secured 
the  co  nmission,  but  when  the  firm  sent  out  the  goods  the 
orders  were  found  to  be  bogus. 

At  Eastbourne  on  Friday  John  Downing  and  Alexandra 
Downing  were  brought  up  on  remand  charged  with  stealing 
articles  to  the  value  of  4s.  9d.  from  the  shop  of  Davison  & 
Co.  (Limited),  of  the  Sussex  Stores  (see  C.  S,  D.,  December  12, 
page  958).  The  female  prisoner  admitted  taking  the  thiDgs 
"  inadvertently,"  and  was  sentenced  to  three  months' hard 
labour,  but  the  male  prisoner  was  discharged. 

The  Spennymoor  Urban  District  Council  have  accepted 
the  following  tenders  for  disinfectants:  Mr.  W.  Bentham, 


chemist  and  druggist,  carbolic  powder,  3/.  14s.  per  1-cwt. 
bag  and  12s.  per  gross  1-lb.  packets,  and  carbolic  disinfect- 
ing-fluid,  Is.  31.  per  gal.  ;  Sanitas  Company  (Limited), 
sulphur-candles,  18s.  per  gross;  Mr.  W.  H.  Snowdon,  carbolic 
acid,  11.  10s.  per  gross,  and  Condy's  fluid,  10s.  6d.  per  doz. 

At  Southwark  on  December  10  Jethro  Lardent  (38), 
herbalist,  of  Southwark  Park  Road,  and  Ada  Booth  (34)  were 
committed  for  trial  on  a  charge  of  performing  illegal  opera- 
tions upon  Miss  Rebecca  Mitchell.  Evidence  was  given  by 
Dr.  A.  Pearson  Luff.  Home  Office  analyst,  who  deposed  to 
examining  certain  instruments  found  in  Lardent's  shop,  atd 
to  analysing  sixteen  pills  which  it  was  alleged  were  given  by 
Lardent  to  Miss  Mitchell.  Ten  of  the  pills  were  composed  of 
aloes,  capsicum,  and  sulphate  of  iron,  and  the  remainder 
consisted  of  oil  of  pennyroyal,  ginger,  and  other  vegetable 
substances.  Lardent  denied  that  there  was  pennyroyal  in 
any  of  the  pills. 

"Women  as  Chemists. 

In  accordance  with  a  special  resolution  passed  by  the 
Technical  Education  Board  for  London,  a  sub-committee 
has  been  inquiring  into  the  requirements  of  women  in  respect 
of  technical  instruction  and  the  facilities  afforded  them,  and 
have  just  submitted  their  report  to  the  London  County 
Council.  The  committee  state  that  with  regard  to  the 
technical  education  now  given,  scientific  classes  are  open  to 
men  and  women  alike,  and  women  are  to  be  found  working 
in  the  chemical  laboratories  with  various  objects  in  view, 
amongst  others  that  of  qualifying  to  become  dispensing 
chemists,  an  occupation  which  is  to  an  increasing  extent 
adopted  by  women. 

Midland  Notes. 

A  large  number  of  chemists  in  Birmingham  sell  packed 
teas,  and  their  duties  have  temporarily  increased,  owiDg  to 
the  fact  that  they  are  distributing  valuable  pictures  on 
behalf  of  the  packers  of  the  article. 

Mr.  F.  Barlow,  chemist,  Balsall  Heath,  a  member  of  the 
King's  Norton  Board  of  Guardians,  has  been  instrumental  in 
securing  to  all  outdoor-relief  paupers  an  additional  sixpence 
in  money  for  the  Christmas  week  as  a  sort  of  "  cheer." 

Alderman  Clayton,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  brought 
before  the  Birmingham  City  Council  an  important  scheme 
for  the  rearrangement  of  the  ward  boundaries.  The  scheme 
provides  for  the  abolition  of  St.  Thomas's  Ward,  for  which 
Mr.  Thomas  Barclay,  J. P.,  was  at  one  time  representative. 
Mr.  Barclay  resigned  on  the  adoption  of  the  water  scheme 
with  its  fifteen  millions  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Gold,  of  Redditch,  has  been  lecturing  on 
infectious  diseases  of  animals  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Worcester  Chamber  of  Agriculture,  by  arrangement  with 
the  County  Council.  He  recommends  the  compulsory  use  of 
an  arsenical  dip  for  sheep-scab,  that  horse-mange  be  made 
a  scheduled  disease,  that  quarter-ill  be  dealt  with  by 
vaccination,  and  that  foot-rot  be  treated  with  a  preparation 
of  corrosive  sublimate  and  methylated  spirit  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  to  six. 

Two  good  suggestions  have  been  made  recently  in  con- 
nection with  the  local  Association.  The  first  is  that  the 
local  chemists  should  have  a  pho"ographic  evening.  Photo- 
graphy is  so  impoitant  a  branch  of  the  craft  that  much 
instruction  and  interest  could  be  derived  from  such  a  gather- 
ing. Will  Mr.  Secretary  Radford  please  note  1  The  second 
suggestion  urges  the  compilation  of  the  local  hospital  Phar- 
macopoeias. This  would  baa  useful  but  delicate  matter  to 
undertake,  and  might  be  brought  about  by  careful  diplomacy 
through  the  different  medical  boards  of  the  institutions 
concerned. 

The  Embezzlement  Charge. 
Robert  Sothern  surrendered  to  his  bail  at  the  North 
London  Polics  Court  cn  December  14  to  further  answer  a 
charge  of  embezzling  moneys  received  by  him  for  and  on 
account  of  Marion,  James  &  Ker  (Limited),  manufacturing 
chemists,  Durham  Grove,  Hackney.  A  solicitor  who  appeared 
for  the  prosecution  said  he  had  preferred  other  charges 
against  the  prisoner  besides  that  gone  into  last  week  (see 
C.  #  D.,  December  12,  page  959).  The  prisoner  asked  for 
a  further  remand,  saying  that  his  solicitor  could  not  attend 
that  day,  neither  could  an  important  witness  for  the  defence. 
Mr.  Dickinson  (Magistrate)  granted  a  remand,  but  warned 
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the  prisoner  that  if  he  was  not  prepared  at  the  next  hearing 
with  all  the  assistance  he  required  for  his  defence  no  further 
indulgence  would  be  given  him.  Detective  Rosentreter,  in 
reply  to  the  Magistrate,  said  the  prisoner  had  been  travelling 
for  another  firm  of  chemists,  and  was  so  engaged  when  he 
was  arrested.  Mr.  Dickinson  remanded  the  accused  on  his 
own  recognisances  of  501. 

Poor-law  Items. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Clarke  has  resigned  his  post  as  dispenser  to  the 
City  of  London  Union. 

Mr.  A.  D.  Rae  has  been  appointed  as  dispenser  by  the 
Guardians  of  the  parish  of  Shoreditch. 

Miss  L.  M.  Rickword,  who  has  held  the  post  of  dispenser 
at  the  Brentford  Union,  has  resigned  her  position. 

Mr.  H.  D.  George,  dispenser  to  the  Poplar  and  Stepney 
Sick  Asylum,  has  been  voted  a  gratuity  of  10Z.  for  extra 
services. 

Dr.  Mason,  public  vaccinator  under  the  Wisbech  Guardians, 
has  received  notice  from  the  Local  Government  Board, 
terminating  his  engagement  as  public  vaccinator,  for  declin- 
ing to  vaccinate  in  accordance  with  their  requirements.  The 
doctor  vaccinated  in  three  places,  but  the  Board  insisted 
upon  four,  as  prescribed  by  them.  The  Guardians  strongly 
resent  the  action  which  has  been  taken. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Strand 
Union  on  December  15,  a  motion  to  increase  the  salary  of 
Mr.  J.  Hickman,  dispenser  at  the  Maiden  Lane  Dispensary, 
by  the  sum  of  201.  per  annum,  was  unanimously  adopted. 
Mr.  Hickman,  who  has  been  over  four  years  in  the  service  of 
the  Guardians,  was  described  ny  the  Chairman  as  an  excellent 
officer,  whom  he  hoped  that  they  would  not  lose. 

Grocers  and  Stamped  Medicines. 

The  medicine- stamp  question  and  the  new  reading  of  the 
Acts  were  discussed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Oldham  Grocers' 
Association  on  December  8.  The  subject  was  introduced  by 
Mr.  Tetlow,  who  gave  a  concise  and  generally  correct  inter- 
pretation of  the  present-day  requirements  of  Somerset 
House.  He  urged  grocers  to  pay  great  attention  to  the 
matter,  in  order  that  they  might  ascertain  their  true 
position.  If  they  were  licensed  to  sell  -patent  medicines 
they  could  break  open  packages  and  bottles  and  retail  the 
medicines  ;  but  those  who  had  not  a  licence  would  render 
themselves  liable  to  prosecution  for  doing  so.  It  was  stated 
by  another  member  that  one  or  two  large  manufacturers  of 
cough-drops  were  submitting  new  labels  to  Somerset  House, 
and  it  was  certain  that  the  word  "  cough,"  when  the  article 
was  not  sold  with  a  stamp,  would  have  to  be  dropped.  They 
may  be  sold  as  pectoral  lozenges  simply.  Mr.  Taylor  said 
that  as  a  trade  they  ought  to  have  some  information  from 
the  chemist's  point  of  view  as  to  the  construction  they 
might  put  on  those  articles.  He  asked  if  it  was  possible 
to  get  a  detailed  statement  as  to  the  effect  the  Bill  (!)  would 
have  on  the  trade.  Mr.  Perkins  thought  the  Federation 
of  Grocers'  Associations  would  issue  a  circular  which  would 
give  information  on  the  point.  He  did  not  think  they  should 
seek  advice  from  the  chemists.  Mr.  Tetlow  said  a  circular 
had  been  prepared  by  the  Federation,  which  would  be  sent  to 
the  members,  and  the  committee  were  instructed  to  prepare  a 
circular  on  the  subject  of  patent  medicines  and  the  stamp- 
duty,  and  forward  it  t)  members  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

The  Consumption  Specialist. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Stepney  on  December  15,  concerning 
the  death  of  a  consumptive  named  Soloman,  it  was  stated 
in  evidence  that  the  deceased  had  been  under  the  treatment 
of  "Captain"  Mark  Golinsky,  a  specialist  in  consumption. 
The  "  Captain "  in  his  evidence  said  he  was  a  master- 
mariner.  He  produced  a  card  inscribed  "  Captain  Mark 
Golinsky,  Consumption-cure  Company— consumption  cured  in 
its  last  stages-91  Sandringham  Road,  Dalston,  N.E  "  In 
reply  to  the  Coroner  (Mr.  Wynne  E.  Baxter),  Golinsky  said 
he  knew  more  about  consumption  than  many  doctors.  He 
had  no  medical  qualifications,  but  he  cured  the  disease  in  its 
last  stages.  The  deceased,  he  said,  did  not  die  from  con- 
sumption. His  experience  was  gained  in  fifteen  years  in 
American  vessels,  where  he  treated  the  crews.    He  had 


studied  consumption,  and  only  treated  those  cases  that  the 
doctors  say  have  no  further  chance.  He  did  not  believe  in 
the  open-air  treatment.  He  had  been  in  communication 
with  many  hospitals,  and  he  believed  his  system  would 
eventually  be  adopted.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  treatment 
advised  by  physicians ;  they  gave  belladonna  and  other 
things  to  consumptive,  people,  which  only  weakened  the 
action  of  the  heart.  Dr.  John  Fordham  deposed  that  death 
was  due  to  advanced  phthisis,  which  had  been  incurable  for 
a  long  period  ;  and  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from 
consumption. 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  poisoning  that  have  occurred 
since  our  last  record  have  been  fewer  than  usual,  only  three 
being  reported.  Of  these  one  was  a  misadventure,  carbolic 
acid  having  been  taken  in  mistake  for  vinegar  by  a  labourer 
at  Whitacre.  The  carbolic  was  contained  in  a  "  stout " 
bottle,  which  was  stored  in  a  dark  cupboard  amongst  other 
battles.  A  Ramsgate  painter  named  Grant  took  some 
vermin-killer,  and  died  from  strychnine-poisoning.  A 
Liverpool  jury,  at  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  a  woman  named 
Shinnick,  who  committed  suicide  by  taking  spirit  of  salt, 
passed  a  rider  to  the  effect  that  the  sale  of  so  dangerous  an 
acid  should  be  subjected  to  more  restrictions.  The  poison 
was  purchased  at  a  chemist's  shop,  deceased  stating  that  she 
wanted  it  for  her  husband  for  soldering-purposes. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

Applications  for  admission  to  the  undermentioned  exami- 
nations should  be  lodged,  together  with  all  the  necessary 
documents,  with  the  Registrar  not  later  than  eleven  o'clock 
on  the  respective  dates  :  Preliminary  examination,  by  Thurs- 
day, December  21 ;  Pharmaceutical  Assistant  examination, 
by  Monday,  December  28  ;  Registered  Druggist  examination, 
by  Tuesday,  December  29 ;  Pharmaceutical  Licence  exami- 
nation, by  Wednesday,  December  30. 

Book  prizes  (10s.  and  5s.)  will  in  future  be  offered  in  com- 
petition each  session  to  the  students  in  the  School  of  Botany 
and  Materia  Medica. 

Personal. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Mc Walter  has  been  unanimously  selected  as  the 
Nationalist  candidate  for  the  South  Dock  Ward,  Dublin. 

Poisoning-charge. 

At  the  Olonmacate  Petty  Sessions,  on  December  10,  Jane 
Matchett  was  charged  with  having  administered  poison  to 
her  brother-in-law,  Joseph  Matchett,  on  November  8  last. 
The  poison,  it  is  alleged,  was  tartar  emetic. 

Tenders  and  Contracts. 

The  Governors  of  Mercer's  Hospital,  Dublin,  invite  tenders 
for  medical  and  surgical  appliances,  drugs,  &c,  for  the  next 
twelve  months.  Tenders  to  be  sent  in  on  or  before  Decem- 
ber 28  to  the  Registrar. 

At  the  Cootehill  (co.  Cavan)  Board  of  Guardians'  last 
meeting  six  tenders  were  read  for  supplying  medical  and 
surgical  appliances.  That  of  Messrs.  Fannin  &  Co.,  Dublin, 
secured  the  contract  at  an  abatement  of  28  per  cent,  off  the 
prescribed  list. 

The  Directors  of  the  Royal  City  of  Dublin  Hospital  invite 
tenders  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  surgical  dressings. 
Special  forms  must  be  used,  and  the  tenders  are  to  be  sent 
in  before  December  3. 

The  tender  of  Messrs.  Thacker  &  Hoff  (Limited),  Dublin, 
for  the  supply  of  drugs  to  the  Royal  Hospital  for  Incurables, 
Donnybrook,  has  been  accepted,  and  that  of  Messrs.  Fannii 
&  Co.  (Limited)  for  surgical  dressings. 

Returning  Empties. 

Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd,  Dublin,  contractors  for  the  supply 
of  drugs  to  the  Mountmellick  Guardians,  have  sent  in  a  bill 
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f  or  8'  Is.  2d  .,  the  value  of  unreturned  empties  to  Septem- 
ber 30  The  Clerk  said  the  doctors  did  not  seem  to  take  any- 
trouble  about  empties.  The  Board  asked  the  medical  officers 
concerned  to  have  the  empties  returned. 

Extending  Premises. 

Messrs.  A.damson  &  Co.,  Knox  Street,  Ballina,  have 
recently  enlarged  and  altered  their  premises  to  cope  with  an 
increasing  business.  A  new  dispensing-department  has  been 
added  and  the  inside  of  the  shop  rearranged,  new  wall  and 
counter-cases  having  been  fitted  up. 

Castor  Oil  Blamed. 

The  Deputy-Coroner  for  Belfast  held  an  inquest  on 
December  12  on  the  body  of  a  twenty-one-months  old  child. 
It  appeared  that  on  Friday  the  child  was  attacked  with 
purging,  and  the  mother  went  to  Mr.  Chas.  Gibson,  druggist, 
Sandy  Row,  and  received  from  him  castor  oil,  a  little  of 
which  was  given  to  the  child.  The  child  appeared  to  get 
worse  and  a  doctor  was  sent  for,  but  death  took  place  before 
the  doctor  arrived.  Mr.  Gibson  was  called,  and  stated  that 
he  prescribed  castor  oil  for  the  child.  Dr.  Wm.  Moneypenny 
said  death  was  due  to  convulsions  brought  on  by  diarrhoea 
and  vomitiDg.  The  child  might  have  lived  had  it  received 
medical  relief.  He  was  of  opinion  that  castor  oil  was  detri- 
mental to  the  child's  health  and  probably  set  up  convulsions. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  in  accordance  with  the  medical 
evidence,  and  censured  the  mother  for  not  calling  in  medical 
assistance,  and  also  requested  the  Coroner  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  authorities  to  the  action  of  the  druggist  in  the 
case. 

The  Deputy-Corcnei's  remarks  have  not  been  allowed  to 
pass  unchallenged.  "  A  Belfast  Druggist  "  writes  to  one  of 
the  Belfast  papers : 

As  far  as  I  can  see  from  the  report,  the  druggist  was  acting 
entirely  within  his  lights  in  selling  a  mother  some  castor  oil  for 
her  infant.  Before  asking  the  jury  to  bring  in  a  verdict  asking 
the  Coroner  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to 
the  evidence,  it  would  have  been  advisable  for  the  Coroner  to  ascer- 
tain what  the  powers  and  purposes  of  this  body  are,  and  it  wouid  be 
found  out  that  the  Council  of  this  Society  have  no  jurisdiction  to 
interfere  with  the  sale  of  castor  oil  by  the  chemist  or  druggist,  or 
even  an  ordinary  grocer. 

The  Sheep- dip  Agitation. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Irish  Cattle  Traders'  Asso- 
ciation held  on  December  9,  at  Ballsbridge,  Dublin, 
Mr.  Wm.  Field,  M.P.,  who  presided,  stated  that  with 
regard  to  the  selling  of  sheep-dips  and  the  recent  prose- 
cutions, he  understood  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  that 
facilities  exist  in  nearly  every  town  in  Ireland  for  the 
purchase  of  sheep-dips  from  qualified  chemists.  If  this  is 
so,  it  would  be  safer  to  have  poisons  and  poisonous  substances 
bought  in  these  shops,  where  they  are  properly  labelled  and 
the  purchasers  cautioned  with  respect  to  their  use.  Mr.  Fie  d 
also  stated  that  he  had  placed  himself  in  communication  with 
some  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  as  to  the 
facilities  for  the  sale  of  sheep-dips  by  bodies  other  than 
chemists  when  there  was  no  chemist's  shop  in  the  district. 
He  had  received  replies  on  the  matter  from  the  Society, 
and  also  a  letter  from  the  Galway  County  Council.  He 
thought  the  best  way  to  deal  with  this  correspondence  was 
to  reier  it  to  the  committee.  Mr.  Flanagan  said  the  sheep- 
dip  companies  were  going  to  take  the  matter  into  their  own 
hands,  and  they  intended  to  urge  that  sheep-dips  as  at 
present  constituted  could  be  safely  sold  by  ordinary  traders. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Ennis  Urban  Council  Mr.  Denis 
Roughan  (an  ironmonger),  moving  a  resolution  advocating 
free-trade  in  agricultural  poisons,  said  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  some  three  or  four  years  ago  had,  through  their 
influence,  passed  a  Bill  through  Parliament  prohibiting  the 
sale  of  poisons  by  any  save  druggists.  Sheep-dip  or  agri- 
cultural compounds  were  not  supposed  to  be  included  in  th's 
Bill,  but  druggists  took  advantage  of  the  Act,  and  instituted 
prosecutions  against  people  selling  sheep-dip.  The  reso- 
lution he  was  proposing  was  more  important  to  the  farmers 
of  the  country  than  to  the  ironmongers  who  generally  sold 
it,  because  there  were  people  in  certain  parts  of  the  county 
ten  and  twenty  miles  away  from  a  druggist  or  other  qualified 
person.  In  very  many  cases  these  people  required  sheep-dip 
very  urgently,  and  it  was  a  great  inconvenience  to  them  to 


have  the  sale  of  it  wholly  and  solely  in  the  hands  of  the 
druggists. 

Legal  Notice. 

In  connection  with  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  James 
Raverty,  Bray,  surgeon  and  apothecary,  a  statutory  notice 
has  been  published  requiring  claims  against  the  assets  to  be 
forwarded,  before  January  9  next,  to  Messrs.  Whitney  k. 
Moore,  Kildare  Street,  Dublin. 

Charge  of  Theft. 

At  the  Cavan  Petty  Sessions,  Joseph  Minagh  was  charged 
with  having  stolen  a  number  of  bottles  of  perfume  and  other 
articles  from  Mr.  Cole's  Medical  Hall,  Cavan.  Mr.  Cole 
stated  that  the  accused  had  been  distributing  handbills  for 
him,  and  when  he  came  to  be  paid  in  the  evening  he  refused 
to  give  him  the  money,  as  he  was  too  much  under  the 
influence  of  drink.  Next  clay  the  man  came,  and  was  seen 
to  take  several  articles  off  the  counter.  The  Magistrates 
dismissed  the  case,  on  the  ground  that  Mr.  Cole  saw  the 
accused  take  the  articles,  and  therefore  it  vras  not  a  larceny. 

Nitric-acid  Accident. 

An  accident  of  a  peculiar  and  regrettable  character 
occurred  last  week  in  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Goldon, 
chemist,  Duke  Street,  Birr.  On  December  10  Mr.  McSweeney, 
Mr.  Goldon's  assistant,  compounded  a  mixture  of  nitric  acid 
and  mercury.  He  allowed  it  to  stand  for  five  hours  till  he 
thought  the  reaction  was  complete,  but  on  removing  the 
stopper  the  contents  shot  into  his  face.  Mr.  McSweeney 's 
face  was  much  burned,  but  his  eyesight  was  not  affected, 
and  he  is  now  progressing  steadily  towards  recovery. 

Medicine-mistake. 
An  inquest  was  held  on  December  14  at  Belfast  on  the 
body  of  Mr.  James  Creeth,  at  which  it  appeared  that  death 
was  due  to  poisoning,  the  deceased  having  taken  a  close 
of  laudanum  instead  of  cascara-mixture.  Both  bottles 
were  plain,  and  identical  in  colour.  The  Coroner  said  he 
regretted  the  law  permitted  the  sale  of  opium  and  its  pre- 
parations in  ordinary  bottles  such  as  those  produced,  instead 
of  corrugated  bottles.  He  had  been  urging  for  some  time 
the  necessity  of  amending  the  Pharmacy  Act  with  a  view  to 
preventing  mistakes,  which  frequently,  as  in  the  present 
instance,  resulted  so  unfortunately.  The  jury  found 
that  deceased  met  his  death  accidentally  from  opium- 
poisoning,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  steps  should  be 
taken  by  the  Home  Secretary  to  place  laudanum  in  the 
first  schedule  of  the  Act,  so  that  it  might  not  be  sold,  as 
was  now  commonly  done,  in  plain  bottles,  often  unlabelled, 
adding  that  all  poisons  should  be  sold  only  in  ribbed  bottles, 
marked  '  Poison"  on  each  side,  and  that  the  glass  should 
be  coloured  red  or  green. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Dundee  Notes. 

The  Dundee  Courier  has  been  publishing  the  views  of  some 
of  our  leading  shopkeepers  on  the  CO. D.  system.  All  seem 
agreed  that  it  would  be  bad  for  small  shops  and  good  for  big 
ones. 

Dundee  chemists  were  early  in  possession  of  the  decision 
in  the  tabloid-case,  a  telegram  bringing  the  news  before 
noon  on  Monday,  December  14.  The  result  has  been  a  dis- 
appointment to  those  who  thought  they  understood  trade- 
mark law. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Peacock,  chemist,  Stirling  Road,  has  acquired 
the  business  of  Mr.  D.  S.  C.  Reid,  New  City  Road. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Russell,  chemist  (late  branch-manager  with 
Messrs.  Simpson  &  Co.,  New  City  Road),  has  taken  over  the 
business  of  his  brother,  Mr.  J.  Anderson  Russell,  at  212  New 
City  Road. 
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A  Leg  that  Healed  Rapidly. 

At  the  Lochgelly  Town  Council  meeting  on  December  14 
a  chemist's  account  for  bandages,  plaster,  &c,  supplied  for 
a  man  who  had  fallen  on  the  footpath,  was  read.  The 
chemist  told  the  Council  that  Dr.  MacDonakl  said  the 
Council  would  pay  the  account,  and,  if  not,  he  would  make 
them  through  the  Local  Government  Board.  Bailie  Laing 
explained  that  the  man  slipped  on  the  pavement,  and  it  was 
thought  his  leg  was  broken.  All  the  formalities  were  gone 
through  as  to  settirig  the  broken  limb,  but  the  man  was  able 
to  be  at  work  next  morning.  The  Town  Clerk  was  instructed 
to  return  the  account,  and  ask  the  chemist  to  charge  to  the 
person  who  ordered  the  articles. 
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(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Obituary. — The  death  is  announced,  at  the  early  age  of 
forty-eight,  of  M.  Leidie,  a  distinguished  French  pharmacist. 
Twenty-two  years  ago  he  was  appointed  chief  pharmacist  of 
the  Necker  Hospital,  Paris,  a  position  which  he  held  until 
his  death.  Also  for  twenty  years  he  was  officially  connected 
with  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  and  latterly  as  an 
assistant-professor.  In  1899  he  was  President  of  the  Paris 
Society  of  Pharmacy.  He  acquired  considerable  scientific 
notoriety,  especially  by  his  researches  on  metals  of  the 
platinum  group,  and  his  friends  anticipated  a  still  more 
successful  career  for  him.  His  premature  death  is  a 
genuine  loss  to  pharmacy  and  to  science. 

Illegal  Practice  of  Pharmacy. — Two  grocers  of 
Nihene  (Indre),  named  Thomas  and  Lesourd,  having  been 
found  in  possession  of  a  stock  of  medicinal  substances  by 
the  Inspectors  of  Pharmacies  on  their  yearly  visit,  were 
prosecuted  for  illegal  practice  of  pharmacy,  and  each  con- 
demned to  a  fine  of  500f.  (20?.).  Thomas  had  stocked 
quinine,  tincture  of  iodine,  antipyrin,  and  castor  oil.  A 
doctor  has  also  been  prosecuted  on  the  same  charge,  and 
was  ordered  to  pay  a  fine  of  500f.  and  200f.  as  damages  to 
the  Syndicate  of  Pharmacists  of  Morbihan,  who  prosecuted  ; 
the  latter  claimed  2  OOOf.  (80Z.)-  The  fine  was  afterwards 
rescinded  under  the  First  Offenders  Act. 

A  Dangerous  Cargo.— From  Marseilles  comes  the  news 
of  a  serious  explosion  and  fire  on  board  the  San  Leonardo, 
an  Italian  three-masted  ship,  which  arrived  in  that  port  from 
Philadelphia  on  its  way  to  Cette  (Spain).  There  were  on 
board  5,371  casks  of  bsnzoline,  and  50"  tons  of  calcium 
carbide.  The  noise  of  the  explosion  was  heard  for  miles, 
and  the  vessel  was  entirely  destroyed  a  few  minutes  after- 
wards by  the  fire  which  followed.  Four  or  five  men  on 
board  were  burnt  to  death. 

The  Effects  of  Naphthaline. — It  appears  that  house- 
keepers are  wrong  in  supposing  that  clothes  and  furs  can  be 
protected  against  destruction  by  insects  if  they  are  sprinkled 
with  naphthaline.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Paris  Academy 
of  Sciences  M.  Berthelot  mentioned  that  this  powder,  which 
has  such  a  disagreeable  odour,  has  absolutely  no  action  on 
the  larvre  of  destructive  insects  such  as  mites,  nor  on 
microbes  of  animal  origin.  On  the  other  hand,  he  said  that 
turpentine,  toluene,  benzine,  &c,  are  efficacious. 

The  "Chartreuse"  Trade-mark. — The  liquidation  of 
the  assets  of  some  of  the  monasteries  affected  by  the  Law  on 
Associations  which  came  into  operation  last  March  is  likely 
to  give  rise  to  some  interesting  lawsuits.  The  first  of  these 
commecced  on  Thursday  of  last  week  before  the  Civil 
Tribunal  at  Grenoble,  the  plaintiff  being  the  Official  Receiver, 
who  is  charged  with  winding-up  the  assets  of  the  celebrated 
monastery  of  the  Grande  Chartreuse,  and  the  defendant  is 
Father  Rey,  who  claims  to  have  the  personal  ownership  of 
the  Chartreuse  liqueur  trade-mark,  as  well  as  of  the 
distillery,  &c,  in  virtue  of  an  Act  of  Sale  effected  in  1897, 
by  which  these  rights  were  ceded  to  him  by  Father  Garnier, 
who  himself  purchased  them  in  1871.  The  importance  of 
this  lawsuit  is  considerable,  in  view  of  the  fact  that'  the 
Chartreuse  liqueur  gives  an  annual  pro *it  of  nearly  200,000/. 
The  contention  of  the  plaintiff  is  that  the  sale  to  Father  Rey 
was  merely  formal,  and  tl.at  in  reality  the  trade-mark  of 


the  liqueur,  as  well  as  all  the  rights  appertaining,  thereto 
remained  the  property  of  the  Chartreuse  Monastery. 

The  International  Sanitary  Conference,  1  which 
recently  finished  its  labours  in  Paris  after  nearly  two  months' 
work,  has  given  a  good  account  of  itself.  The  suggestion 
that  an  international  sanitary  bureau  should  be  established 
in  Paris  is  looked  upon  favourably,  and  the  French  Govern- 
ment is  invited  to  take  the  initiative  in  the  matter. 1  It  is 
proposed  to  organise  this  new  bureau  on  similar  lines  to  the 
international  office  of  weights  and  measures  already  existing 
here.  The  conference  has  especially  taken  measures  which 
should  prove  of  great  value  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  ,of 
plague  and  chole'a,  but  the  period  during  which  a  suspected 
ship  will  be  held  in  observation  has  been  redu  :ed  from  ten 
to  five  days.  Special  stipulations  are  made  for  countries 
outside  Europe.  Tlie  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  is  regulated,  and 
maritime  sanitation  has  had  careful  attention. 

Walled-in. — The  paying  hospital  known  as  the  Maison 
Dubois,  belonging  to  the  Paris  Municipality,  in  the  Faur 
bourg  Saint-Dams,  Paris,  was  the  scene  of  a  curious  incident 
one  morning  recently.  Soon  after  seven  o'clock  M.  Malabre, 
the  pharmacy-superintendent,  appeared  at  the  window  of 
his  bedroom  on  the  second  floor  and  made  signs  of  distress. 
In  due  course  some  members  of  the  hospital-staff  discovered 
that  the  passage  leading  from  his  bedroom  had  been 
walled-in  during  the  night,  and  the  unlucky  pharmacist  was 
held  a  prisoner.  The  director  of  the  establishment  at  once 
took  measures  for  removing  the  obstruction,  and  in  the 
course  of  an  hour  or  so  the  pharmacist  was  set  free.  It  has 
transpired  since  that  the  whole  affair  was  a  practical  joke  on 
the  part  of  the  house-surgeons,  who  are  always  ready  for 
mischief.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  authorities  are. much 
annoyed  at  the  incident,  and  intend  taking  rather  severe 
measures  in  connection  with  it.  ..  . 


Colonial  and  jforei^n  mew*. 


Denatured  Alcohol  in  Italy. — The  manufacturers 
of  sulphuric  ether  in  Italy  are  allowed  to  use  denatured 
alcohol,  subject  to  conditions  to  be  imposed  by  the  Minister 
of  Finance.  Varnish  manufacturers  will  enjoy  similar  rights 

Chemists'  Coupons. — El  Be&taurador  Farmaceutica,  of 
Barcelona,  observes  that  whereas  in  Valencia  protests  are 
raised  against  the  practice  of  the  local  chemists  in  giving 
coupons  with  the  medicines  they  sell,  this  advertising  scheme 
is  carried  on  in  Barcelona  without  any  objection  being  heard  . 

Veterinary  Medicaments. — The  new  Hungarian  Agri- 
cultural Minister  has  issued  strict  regulations  regarding  the 
import  of  foreign  veterinary  preparations.  Such  articles 
can  only  be  obtained  with  official  permission,  and  the 
purchaser  is  only  to  be  allowed  to  use  them  for  his  own 
animals. 

American  Radium. — Professor  A.  H.  Phillips,  Demon- 
strator of  Mineralogy  of  Princeton  University,  has  been 
radium-prospecting  in  Utah  State.  From  25  lbs.  of  carrolite 
he  obtained  a  sample  of  radium  whose  activity  is  1,500, 
compared  with  7,000  obtained  from  European  ores.  This 
strength  is  sufficient  for  many  practical  purposes. 

New  Portuguese  Pharmaceutical  Journal. —  O  Com* 
mcTcio  do  Porto  of  December  6jannounces  the  publication 
of  the  first  number  of  the  new  journal,  Hcvista  Ghimiuo- 
Pharmaceutical,  which  is  issued  by  the  Chcmico-Phar- 
maceutical  Society  of  Portugal.  The  journal  claims  to  be 
independent,  and  solicitous  only  for  the  general  interests  of 
chemists  and  druggists  in  Portugal. 

Fertiliser  Combine. — A  new  limited  company  has  been 
formed  in  Italy  (not  to  be  mistaken  for  the  Chemical  Manure 
Company,  of  Milan)  with  a  capital  of  15,000,000  lire,  in 
shares  of  250  lire  (10Z.)  each.  It  will  exploit  mineral  phos- 
phates and  copper  sulphate,  and  has  arisen  from  a  powerful 
combination  of  the  two  largest  producers  in  Italy — Ducco  e 
Alesso,  of  Rifredi,  Leghorn,  and  Ravenna,  and  Magni  &  Co., 
of  the  Agordo  mines — plus  the  two  factories  of  Vicensa, 
where  the  headqua  ters  of  the  new  company  will  be  located. 

Chemists  c.  Doctors— The  Bollettino  Chimico  Farma- 
ceuiico  publishes  a  circular  sent  round  to  the  druggists-  of 


998 


TfTTC  HTTRMTST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  19,  1903 


the  Cxnavese  and  Valle  d'Aosca  districts  alleging  chat, 
contnry  t'o  specified  sections  of  Italian  liw,  they  are 
furnishing  medicines  without  doctors'  prescriptions,  and  in 
some  cases  even  prescribing  medicines.  To  this  a  core- 
spondent of  the  Bollettino  replies  satirically  and  at  great 
length  in  the  same  issue,  stating  that  the  chemists  will  go 
on  as  before,  and  arguing  that  it  is  as  reasonable  to  have 
pharmaceutical  doctors  as  it  is  to  have  medical  pharmacists, 
the  latter,  if  they  have  not  dispensaries  of  their  own, 
taking  a  commission  on  the  prescriptions  sent  to  be 
made  up. 

Higher  Education  for  Chemists  in  Russia. — Follow- 
ing on  the  recommendations  of  the  Pan-Russian  Pharma- 
ceutical Congress,  the  Medical  Council  of  the  Russian 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  says  the  Sviet,  has  examined  the 
proposed  statutes  referring  to  the  education  of  chemists. 
The  Medical  Council  acknowledge  the  desirability  of 
requiring  the  students  to  undergo  a  curriculum  of  at  least 
three  years,  and  it  is  proposed  to  greatly  extend  the  period 
and  scope  of  study  at  the  universities,  the  courses  to 
include  physiology  and  bacteriology,  &c.  Chemists  under 
twenty-five  years  of  age  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  manage 
pharmacies.  The  new  order  of  things  will  come  into  opera- 
tion in  the  approaching  1904-1905  educational  year. 

Advertising  Proprietaries. — On  January  1,  1904,  the 
new  regulations  regarding  proprietary  medicines  come  into 
force  in  Germany.  At  the  eleventh  hour  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt  has  addressed  a 
petition  to  the  Federal  Council  begging  that  those  referring 
to  the  advertising  of  secret  remedies  may  be  modified.  It 
sets  forth  that  measures  might  be  enforced  to  check  im- 
moderate or  quack  advertising,  and  that  these  would  protect 
the  public  interest,  whereas  the  strict  prohibition  of  adver- 
tising means  heavy  losses  to  the  pharmaceutical  and  allied 
industries.  The  memorial  asks  the  Federal  Council  to  post- 
pone the  enforcement  of  the  regulations  till  January  1,  1905, 
in  order  to  give  the  manufacturers  time  to  use  up  their  large 
stocks  of  labels  and  wrappers.  The  Chemnitz  Chamber  of 
Commerce  has  addressed  a  similar  petition  to  the  Saxon 
Government  askiDg  that  it  may  be  placed  before  the 
Federal  Council. 


Hustralastan  IFlews. 

*Ctiiefiy  from  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia," 
November  2,  1903    6d.  per  copy,  post  free. 


The  Queensland  Benevolent  Fund,  which  was  formed 
'five  years  ago  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Queensland, 
is  now  being  cairied  on  under  new  rules.  The  Fund  is  to  be 
controlled  by  a  committee  of  seven,  four  of  the  members  being 
appointed  by  the  subscribers.  The  fund  is  limited  to  the 
.  relief  of  registered  chemists  of  Queensland,  their  widows  and 
•  orphans. 

Crystallised  Eucalyptol  is  now  being  prepared  in  Aus- 
tralia. A"  large  mass  of  crystals  was  exhibited  at  the  Sep- 
tember meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  of  New  South  Wales  by 
-Mr.  H.  Gv  Smith,  of  the  Technological  Museum.  The  euca- 
lyptol is  prepared  by  exposing  eucalyptus  oil  to  a  temperature 
•of  15°  below  zero,  by  the  Australian  Eucalyptus  Oil  Company, 
of  Sydney. 

Dispensing  Proprietaries. — A  medical  man  has  written 
to  the  Otago  Pharmaceutical  Association  to  complain  that 
when  he  ordered  chlorobrom  the  chemist  dispensed  it  from  a 
formula  given  in  Martindale's  "  Extra  Pharmacopoeia."  The 
Secretary  of  the  Association  was  instructed  to  reply  that  unless 
a  maker's  name  is  mentioned,  or  the  prcscviber's  intentions 
are  known,  a  chemist  has  a  free  hand  in  the  matter. 

The  Supply  01  Morphine  to  morphinomaniacs  is  under  dis- 
cussion in  Queensland.  Apparently  the  medical  men  put  the 
blame  on  the  chemist,  whilst  chemists  suggest  that  the  evil 
begin  i  when  doctors  write  prescriptions  for  morphine.  It  is 
suggested  in  the  CD. A,  that  medical  men  should  mark  such 
script  "  This  prescription  to  be  dispensed  only  once  and  then 
destroy ;d  by  the  dispenser."  A  morphine-  taker  is  often 
powerleis  without  his  prescription. 


Healthy  Tasmania. — The  State  of  Tasmania  is  booming 
as  a  health-resort.  Mr.  Percy  Ash,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Hobart,  sends  us  a  cutting  from  a  local  paper  in  which  is 
recorded  an  interview  with  a  local  medical  man.  Five 
years  ago,  Dr.  Harvey,  who  had  been  practising  in  Hobart 
for  some  years,  and  was  remarkably  successful  in  mining 
investments  on  the  West  Coast,  left  for  England,  with  the 
intention  of  remaining  there.  But  he  has  now  returned,  and 
settled  permanently  in  Tasmania,  and  he  declares  that, 
though  he  has  seen  many  lands  and  lived  in  many  climates, 
he  is  persuaded  that  the  climate  of  Tasmania  is  the  most 
desirable  in  the  world. 


Gardner — At  65  Bousfield  Road,  New  Cross,  S.E.,  on 
December  6,  the  wife  of  H.  C.  T.  Gardner,  F.C.S.,  of  a  son. 

Taylor. — On  December  6,  at  Errol  House,  Thornhill 
Square,  N,  the  wife  of  P.  F.  Taylor  (F.  H.  Taylor  &  Son-)  of 
a  son. 


flbarnage* 


Newton— Hewlett. — At  St.  Paul's,  Beckenham,  Kent,  on 
December  12,  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Hammond,  vicar,  assisted 
by  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Barrett,  M.A.,  rector  of  Barnet,  and  the 
Rev.  Charles  Green,  Edgar  Williams  Newton,  of  Sunderland, 
to  Muriel  Alice,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  C.  Hewlett,  of  Hill- 
side House,  Beckenham,  and  Charlotte  Street,  E.C. 


Bcatbs. 


Barritt. — At  Hazeleigh,  Dean  Road,  Crojdon,  cn  De- 
cember 11,  Mr.  George  Barritt,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
eighty-two.  Mr  Barritt  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Djmond, 
chemist,  High  Street,  Croydon,  and  remained  with  him  seven 
years.  During  the  following  five  years  he  held  situations  as 
an  assistant  in  London  and  Bristol.  He  then  returned  to 
Croydon,  and  bought  the  business  of  his  former  employer, 
Mr.  Djmond,  in  1847,  and  continued  to  live  in  Croydon  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  retired  from  business  about 
tin  years  ago.  Mr.  Barritt  was  a  member  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  from  its  early  days,  and  was  well  known 
and  highly  esteemed  by  the  older  members  of  the  craft,  just 
as  his  son  Mr.  Frederick  A.  Barritt  (of  Messrs.  Allen  &  Han- 
burys'  executive  staff)  is  to  those  who  know  him.  Mr. 
Barritt  belonged  to  the  Society  of  Friends. 

Corfe. — At  Gabriel's  Hill,  Maidstone,  on  December  10, 
Mr.  Alfred  Felix  Corfe,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty-two. 
Mr  Corfe,  who  died  somewhat  unexpectedly,  had  carried  on 
business  in  the  town  for  a  long  period.  At  one  time  he  was 
warden  of  All  Saints'  Church. 

Curtis. — At  Sandown,  Isle  of  Wight,  on  December  3,  Mr. 
Robert  Cartis,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  eighty-one. 

Dunsford. — Recently,  at  Exeter,  Mrs.  Dunsford,  widow 
of  Mr.  S.  Dunsford,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Place, 
Wigan,  aged  sixty-one. 

Maish. — At  Cotham  Brow,  Bristol,  on  December  13,  Mr. 
Edward  Maish,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  eighty-three. 
Mr.  Maish  was  one  of  the  few  who  remained  of  those  who 
saw  the  flames  of  the  Bristol  riots.  He  lived  for  many 
years  in  St.  Michael's  parish,  and  there  sat  as  assessor  re- 
peatedly, and,  in  conjunction  with  another  gentleman,  was 
appointed  to  collect  the  income-tax  for  the  parish  in  the 
days  when  such  service  was  honorary.  He  also  took  a 
prominent  part  in  Conservative  politics  in  the  parish.  Some 
time  ago  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  sight,  and  he 
removed  to  Cotham,  where  he  has  just  died. 


Hoka  &  Co.'s  advertisement  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists 
Diary,  1904,  has  been  indexed  as  "  Whmfield,  Hora  &  Co.,"  under 
the  impression  that  Whinfield  is  a  surname,  whereas  it  is  the 
Chrialiiu  name.  We  shall  be  glad  if  subscribers  would  make  an 
appropriate  entry  in  the  "  H  "  section. 
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Trade  Law. 

Arsenical  Sulphuric  Acid. — In  the  King's  Bench  Division 
of  the  High  Court  on  December  16,  application  was  made  to 
Mr.  Justice  Walton  to  adhere  to  the  dates  originally  fixed  for 
hearing  the  action  by  Messrs.  Bostock  &  Co.,  brewers,  Manchester, 
to  recover  about  300,000?.  damages  from  Messrs.  Nicholson  &  Son, 
chemical-manufacturers,  Leeds,  for  supplying  sulphuric  acid 
which  it  was  alleged  contained  arsenic,  and  which  got  into 
plaintiffs'  beer,  causing  damage  to  their  reputation  and  trade. 
His  Lordship  said  it  ought  to  be  possible  to  arrange  an  earlier 
date  than  February  22,  1904,  and  after  discussion  it  was  decided 
that  a  conference  should  be  arranged. 

Zron  Pyrites  for  Acid-making-. — In  the  King's  Bench 
Division  of  the  High  Court  on  Tuesday,  December  15,  before 
Mr.  Justice  Walton  and  a  special  jury,  Naylor  Benzon  and  others 
sought  to  recover  damages  from  Messrs.  John  Kiley  &  Sons, 
sulphuric-acid  manufacturers,  AccriDgton,  for  refusal  to  accept 
the  delivery  of  iron  pyrites  for  the  manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid. 
On  February  18,  1902,  plaintiffs  supplied  defendants  with  800  to 
1,000  tons  of  pyrites,  and  in  May,  1902,  contracted  to  deliver  10,000 
to  12,000  tons  of  San  Pedro  and  other  pyrites.  The  defendants, 
however,  refused  to  accept  delivery,  and  now  stated  that'  the  ore 
was  not  up  to  sample  and  not  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of 
sulphuric  acid,  as  was  implied  by  the  terms  of  the  contract. 
After  expert  evidence  the  jury  found  for  the  plaintiffs,  damages 
1,1007.,  with  costs. 

The  Wholesaler  and  Cutting-. — Judgment  wa3  given  in 
the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Ccurt  on  December  12  by 
Mr.  Justice  Swinfen  Eady  in  a  case  in  which  Taddy  &  Co ,  the 
well-known  tobacco-manufacturers,  sought  to  restrain  Sterious  & 
Co.,  a  firm  of  retail  tobacconists  at  Southend,  from  selling 
Taddy's  "  Myrtle  C rove  "  below  certain  minimum  retail  prices 
fixed  by  the  plaintiffs.  The  plaintiffs  had  sold  to  a  wholesaler 
named  Netten,  who  in  turn  sold  to  the  defendants.  The  plaintiffs 
contended  that  Netten  was  agent  for  Taddy  &  Co.  in  the  sale  to 
Sterious  &  Co.,  and  that,  as  Sterious  &  Co.  knew  of  the  condition 
as  to  retail  prices,  they  were  bound  by  it.  Defendants  submitted 
the  condition  only  applied  to  purchases  from  Taddy  &  Co.,  and 
did  not  contemplate  purchases  from  wholesale  dealers.  Justice 
Swinfen  Eady,  dealing  with  the  contention  that  the  goods  were 
sold  under  certain  conditions,  and  that  Sterious  &  Co.,  having 
notice  of  these  conditions,  could  not  sell  free  from  them,  said  that 
conditions  of  that  kind  did  not  run  with  the  goods  and  could  not 
be  imposed  on  them.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  contract, 
the  condition  in  question  was  that  "  in  the  case  of  a  purchase  by 
a  retail  dealer  through  a  wholesale  dealer,  the  latter  shall  be 
deemed  the  agent  of  Taddy  &  Co."  In  this  case  Taddy  &  Co. 
sold  to  wholesale  dealers  who  were  not  Taddy  &  Co.'s  agents  for 
the  sale  of  the  goods.  They  bought  the  goods  themselves,  and 
sold  them  for  their  own  profit.  It  might  be  that  the  condition 
was  intended  (by  the  plaintiffs)  to  be  read  as  if  the  word  "  from  " 
were  substituted  for  the  word  "through."  If  a  purchaser  from  a 
wholesaler  were  re-selling  for  his  own  profit  he  would  not  be  an 
agent  of  Taddy  &  Co.,  and  tin  mere  fact  of  the  insertion  tin  the 
condition  of  the  words  that  he  should  be  deemed  to  be  an  agent 
did  not  make  him  agent  if  in  fact  he  was  not  one.  As  between 
Taddy  &  Co.  and  Sterious  &  Co.  there  was,  in  his  Lordship's 
judgment,  no  contract.  The  action  was  therefore  dismissed  with 
costs. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited)  v,  J.  A.  Hopkinson. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Saturday,  December  12,  Mr. 
Justice  Buckley  had  before  him  a  motion  for  judgment  in 
default  of  defence  in  this  action,  by  which  the  Saccharin 
Corporation  (Limited)  sought  to  restrain  an  alleged  infringe- 
ment of  their  patents  for  the  manufacture  of  sacchariD.  Mr. 
Justice  Buckley  pointed  out  that  the  statement  of  claim  did 
not  specify  which  of  the  plaintiffs'  patents  the  defendant 
had  infringed.  Mr.  Walter,  who  appeared  for  the  plaintiffs, 
said  that  by  an  order  of  the  Court  of  Appeal,  made  in  one  of 
the  numerous  actions  by  the  plaintiffs,  they  were  bound  to 
allege  that  there  had  been  infringement  of  one  of  their  two 
classes  of  patents.  His  Lordship  said  he  desired  authority 
for  that,  and  ordered  the  motion  to  stand  over. 

Scrubb  &  Co.  v.  Brown's  Ammonia  Company  (Limited). 
This  action  was  in  Mr.  Justice  Swinfen  Eady 's list  on  Friday, 
December  11.    No  one  appeared,  however,  and  it  was  struck 
out. 


Elliman  v.  Sequah. 

This  action  came  again  before  Mr.  Justice  Farwell  on 
Tuesday,  December  16.  on  a  motion  for  judgment  in  default 
of  appearance  by  the  defendants,  "Father"  Sequah  and 
Mme.  Sequah.  An  interim  injunction  had  been  granted 
against  the  defendants  when  they  were  travelling  in 
Cumberland,  restraining  them  from  representing  that  they 
were  in  possession  of  the  recipes  for  Elliman's  embrocations, 
and  from  selling  any  recipe  as  a  recipe  for  any  of  plaintiff's 
embrocations.  Mr.  Cartnell,  who  represented  the  plaintiff, 
said  that  although  the  defendants  were  sued  under  their 
trade-name  of  Father  Sequah  and  Mme.  Sequah,  their 
real  names  were  Khoda  Crichton  and  Sarah  Crichton. 
Judgment  was  given  in  accordance  with  the  motion,  and 
an  inquiry  granted  as  to  damages. 

[The  defendants  are  not  Sequah  (Limited)]. 


Dentists  Act. 

At  Bow  Street  Police  Court  on  Wednes  lay  John  Panhans, 
60  Gower  Street,  W.,  appeared  before  Mr.  Fen  wick  to  three 
summonses  charging  him  with  inserting  sn  advertisement  in 
a  German  paper  published  in  London  implying  that  he  was 
specially  qualified  to  practise  dentistry,  and  with  unlawfully 
using  the  description  "  West  Central  Dental  Institute 
(Limited)." 

Mr.  Turner,  in  opening  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  British 
Dental  Association,  said  the  defendant  had  tried  to  evade 
the  Dentists  Act  by  starting  a  limited-liability  company,  and 
if  that  were  allowed  the  Act  would  soon  become  a  dead  1 
letter. 

The  evidence  of  a  private  detective  was  to  the  effect  that 
he  went  to  60  Gower  Street,  W.,  and  noticed  on  the  outside  a 
plate  bearing  the  words  "  West  Central  Dental  Institute 
(Limited)."  He  rang  the  bell,  and  the  door  was  opened  by 
the  defendant.  At  his  invitation  witness  went  into  what 
appeared  to  be  an  operatirig-room.  He  said  to  the  defen- 
dant, "Are  you  a  dentist  ?"  and  he  answered,  "I  am  the 
manager  here  "  Witness  said,  "  I  came  here  to  see  a  dentist,'1 
and  the  defendant  remarked,  "This  is  a  dental  institute." 
In  reply  to  further  questions,  he  said  he  was  a  qualified 
dentist,  but  not  in  England.  Eventually  he  recommended 
witness  to  go  to  a  qualified  dentist  residing  in  the  same 
street. 

Evidence  was  given  to  show  that  the  West  Central. 
Dental  Institute  (Limited)  was  duly  registered.  The  defen- 
dant helrt  fifty  shares  of  1?.  each,  and  was  described  as  the- 
managing  director. 

Mr.  Harold  Brandon  (for  the  defence)  contended  that  the 
Act  did  not  apply  to  a  limited  company.  The  defendant 
himself  had  done  nothing  to  imply  that  he  was  a  qualified 
dentist,  and  anyone  might  extract  teeth  without  breaking 
the  law.  If  anything  wrong  had  been  done,  it  had  been  done 
by  the  company — not  by  the  defendant.  Mr.  Brandon 
produced  a  copy  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
November  28,  and  in  support  of  his  contention  quoted  from 
its  pages  a  report  of  the  case  of  O'Duffy  v.  Jaffe  (Limited). 

Arthur  Robinson,  a  clerk,  was  called  in  support  of  the 
second  summons.  He  said  the  defendant  made  a  cast  of 
his  mouth,  and  suppbed  him  with  artificial  teeth,  for  which 
he  charged  11  10$.  The  defendant  explained  to  him  that  he 
was  not  qualified  to  practise  dentistry  on  his  own  account, 
as  it  would  take  four  or  five  years  to  obtain  a  degree,  and 
that  was  why  he  formed  the  West  Central  Dental  Institute. 

Mr.  Fenwick  said  he  would  reserve  his  decision,  and 
borrowed,  for  his  information,  the  copy  of  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  produced  by  Mr.  Brandon. 

Merchandise -marks  Acts. 

An  Extraordinary  Case. 

A  startling  defence  was  made  at  the  Merthyr  Police  Court 
on  Thursday  in  a  case  in  which  Messrs.  G.  F.  &  A.  Hansard, 
mineral-water  manufacturers,  Merthyr,  were  summoned  for 
using  and  applying  their  labels  to  bottles  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Cohen  &  Co.,  mineral-water  manufacturers,  Tredegar. 
The  suggestion  put  forward  by  Mr.  F.  P.  Charles  on  behalf 
of  the  defendants  was  that  the  bottles  had  not  been  used 
by  Messrs.  Hansard  at  all,  but  had  been  "  planted  "  by  some- 
one acting  in  the  interests  of  Messrs.  Cohen.    The  Stipen- 
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clary  (Mr.  T.  Marcbant  Williams)  recalled  to  mind  a  case  in 
which  one  of  the  younger  Cohens  had  been  convicted  of 
stealing  a  watch,  and  said  that,  knowing  what  he  did,  he 
thought  there  was  a  possibility  of  what  the  defence  suggested 
having  been  done.  To  his  mind  it  was  a  most  extraordinary 
thing  that  only  one  or  two  bottles  should  have  been  found  in 
shops  here  and  there  all  over  Dowlais,  whereas  one  might 
have  expected  to  have  found  half  a  dozen.  Upon  the  appli- 
cation of  Mr.  Charles,  the  Bench  ordered  the  bottles  pro- 
duced to  be  impounded  by  the  police  as  they  were,  Mr. 
Charles  stating  that  as  to  some  of  the  bottles  it  was  a  matter 
of  absolute  impossibility  for  them  to  have  been  filled  by  his 
clients,  and  that  more  might  be  heard  of  the  matter.  The 
summonses  were  then  dismissed  with  costs. 


Medicine-stamp  Acts. 

An  Unstamped  Bottle. 

At  the  Cardiff  Police  Court  on  Tuesday,  December  15, 
Arthur  Stanton  Price,  chemist  and  druggist,  Cowbridge 
Road,  was  summoned,  at  the  instance  of  the  Inland  Revenue 
authorities,  for  illegally  selling  a  bottle  of  neuralgia-mixture 
that  was  unstamped.  Defendant  admitted  the  offence,  and 
explained  that  the  medicine  was  sold  by  his  manager 
against  his  explicit  instructions.  He  had  given  the  manager 
stamps  and  told  him  he  must  not  sell  any  of  the  mixture 
unstamped.  The  manager  afterwards  informed  him  of  the 
fact  that  he  had  sold  a  bottle  of  neuralgia-mixture  without 
a  stamp,  and  that  the  Inland  Revenue  officer  had  intimated 
to  him  that  the  matter  might  be  compromised  on  payment 
of  11.  He  (defendant)  said  it  would  be  best  to  pay  the 
money,  and  he  thought  it  had  been  paid  until  he  received 
the  summons.  The  manager  had  since  disappeared,  and  he 
(defendant)  did  not  know  where  to  find  him.  The  Inland 
Revenue  officer  said  that  even  if  the  mixture  were  sold  un- 
stamped against  defendant's  orders  defendant  was  neverthe- 
less liable.  The  Stipendiary  (Mr.  T.  W.  Lewis)  said  he 
thought  a  nominal  penalty  would  be  sufficient  in  this  case, 
and  imposed  a  fine  of  5s.  and  costs. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre. 

At  Sheffield  on  December  10,  Martha  Wilson  Lee,  154  Fox 
Street,  was  fine  d  11.,  including  costs,  for  selling  sweet  spirit 
of  nitre  which  contained  only  Jg  per  cent.,  instead  of  a 
minimum  of  If  psr  cent.,  of  ethyl  nitrite. 

At  East  Dereham  on  December  11,  Henry  William  Gunton, 
a  Mattishall  grocer,  was  summoned  for  selling  sweet  spirit 
of  nitre  which  was  deficient  in  active  ingredient  to  the 
extent  of  97  per  cent.  Defendant  said  the  spirit  was 
supplied  to  him  by  a  Norwich  firm,  and  that  he  had  received 
no  guarantee  with  it.  It  was  submitted  for  the  defence  that 
the  spirit  had  depreciated  in  quality  by  evaporation  in  the 
ordinary  course,  and  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  fraud. 
Defendant  would  undertake  not  to  keep  such  spirit  in  future, 
as  it  was  practically  impossible  to  keep  it  up  to  standard. 
The  Bench  said  people  selling  drugs  ought  to  know  their 
nature  and  keep  them  up  to  standard,  but  in  the  circum- 
stances they  would  dismiss  the  case. 

White  Pepper 

Charles  H.  Lee,  a  Swinton  grocer,  has  been  fined  20s.  and 
costs  by  the  Manchester  County  Stipendiary  for  selling 
white  pepper  adulterated  with  4  per  cent,  of  ground  olive- 
stones. 

Crushed  Linseed. 

Before  Mr.  Fordham  at  North  London  Police  Court  on 
Friday,  December  11,  William  Goring,  an  oil  and  Italian 
warehouseman,  of  St.  Paul's  Road,  Highbury,  was  summoned 
for  selling  crushed  linseed  which  was  not  of  the  nature, 
quality,  or  substance  demanded  by  the  purchaser.  Mr. 
A.  M.  Bramall,  who  appeared  for  the  Islington  Borough 
Council,  called  a  witness  to  prove  the  purchase,  and  produced 
the  certificate  of  Dr.  F.  L.  Teed,  the  public  analyst,  which 
proved  the  sample  to  contain  oil  31  6,  mineral  matter  4  6, 
moisture,  fibre,  trace  of  starch,  and  undetermined  63  8  per 


cent.  The  certificate  added  that  the  oil  obtained  was  green, 
and  had  an  acrid  taste.  Dr.  Teed  was  of  opinion  that  the 
sample  had  been  prepared,  that  it  contained  flour  and  unripe 
seeds,  its  original  oil  had  been  abstracted,  and  that  oil  other 
than  linseed  oil  had  been  substituted  to  the  extent  of  at  least 
80  per  cent,  of  the  original  oil.  The  defendant  produced  an 
invoice  showing  that  he  paid  16s.  2d.  per  cwt  for  the  article, 
but  the  wholesalers  denied  having  supplied  him.  Mr. 
Bramall  thought  that  the  defendant,  who  was  a  very 
respectable  man,  should  have  an  opportunity  of  calliDg  the 
people  who  supplied  him.  The  Defendant :  That  is  no  good 
if  they  deny  it.  Mr.  Fordham  thought  so  too,  and  imposed 
a  fine  of  20s.,  and  11.  13s.  6d.  costs. 

Olive  Oil. 

At  the  Kensington  Petty  Sessions  on  December  15,  before 
Mr.  H.  B.  Halswell  and  other  Magistrates,  Mr.  Bartlett  Judd 
(trading  as  Judd  &  Co.),  155  Earl's  Court  Road,  Kensing- 
ton, W  ,  was  fined  51.,  and  10s.  Gd.  costs,  under  Section  6  of 
the  1875  Act,  for  selling  as  "  olive  oil  "  containing  97  per 
cent,  of  oil  other  than  olive  oil,  and  having  the  character  of 
arachis  oil. 

A  similar  penalty  was  imposed  on  Mr.  Thomas  Tipper, 
194  Fulham  Road,  S.W.,  for  a  like  offence. 

County  Court  Case. 

Business  Curiosity  and  Trespass. 

At  the  Hull  County  Court  on  Friday,  December  11,  before 
Judge  Raikes  and  a  jury,  William  Francis  Hunt,  lately  clerk 
in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Major  &  Co.,  tar-distillers,  Scul- 
coates,  Hull,  was  sued  by  his  former  employers  for  an 
alleged  trespass.  Dr.  Aske,  for  the  plaintiffs,  stated  that 
during  the  last  year  or  two  an  enormous  amount  of  money 
had  been  spent  by  plaintiffs  in  elaborate  machinery.  De- 
fendant left  Major's  employ  in  January  last,  and  set  up  in 
the  same  line  of  business  as  his  former  employers.  In 
October  Mr.  Major,  in  consequence  of  information  received, 
kept  a  watch  on  the  premises,  and  on  Saturday,  October  10, 
Mr.  Mann,  the  manager  for  the  firm,  remained  in  the  office, 
and  at  about  5.20  saw  the  defendant  creeping  up  the  yard. 
Hunt  crept  up  to  the  office-window  and  saw  Mr.  Mann,  who 
went  outside  and  asked  him  what  he  wanted.  He  replied 
confusedly  that  he  wished  to  see  a  workman  named  Crawford, 
whose  house  he  had  been  to,  but  he  was  not  there,  and  so  he 
had  come  to  the  works  to  look  for  him.  Owing  to  the 
information  previously  received,  Mr.  Mann  went  to  the 
wicket-gate  through  which  Hunt  had  entered  and  saw  two 
men,  who,  defendant  said,  were  waiting  for  him.  They  were 
Mr.  Ashford,  manager  of  Messrs.  Ellison  &  Mitchell,  Killing- 
hurst,  a  firm  engaged  in  the  same  manufactures  as  plaintiffs, 
and  Mr.  Ellison,  jun.  Hunt  had  worked  for  Messrs.  Major 
for  fifteen  years,  and,  knowing  the  workmen  so  well,  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  looking  over  the  premises.  Mr.  J.  C. 
Major  also  gave  evidence,  and,  in  cross-examination,  said 
there  had  been  a  suggestion  that  there  was  a  conspiracy 
between  Hunt  and  Messrs.  Ashford  and  Ellison  to  come  over 
and  see  plaintiffs'  premises.  They  bad  always  found  him 
honest  and  straightforward,  and  on  leaving  their  employ  he 
was  presented  with  25/.  For  the  defence,  it  was  stated  that 
defendant  went  out  of  idle  curiosity.  The  jury  awarded 
plaintiffs  25/.  and  costs,  the  foreman  stating  that  they  had 
found  that  it  was  "business  curiosity"  that  took  them 
there. 

Cattle-drinks. 
At  Clerkenwell  on  December  10,  Algernon  Lawes  (Limited), 
manufacturers  of  horse-medicines,  203  Hornsey  Road,  N, 
sued  Thomas  Mitchell,  horse-dealer,  Manor  House,  Stan- 
grounds,  Peterborough,  for  21.  14s.,  the  cost  of  three  dozen 
drinks  for  cattle,  supplied  upon  an  order  given  by  defendant 
at  Godmanchester  Fair.  Defendant  said  his  order  was  for 
one  and  a  half  dozen  drinks  and  half  a  dozen  oils.  When 
he  found  that  they  were  not  what  he  had  ordered  he  returned 
them.  Verdict  for  plaintiffs  for  the  amount  claimed,  with 
costs. 

The  Lady  Chemist's  Property. 
At  the  Preston  County  Court  last  week,  in  an  action  remitted 
from  the  High  Court,  a  local  painter  and  plumber  sued 
Annie  Wycherley,  chemist  and  druggist,  Lancaster  Road, 
I  Preston,  for  80/.  for  work  done  to  defendant's  property.  For 
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the  defendant  it  was  suggested  that  the  work  had  been  done 
very  imperfectly,  and  evidence  was  called  to  show  that  the 
work  left  undone  and  improperly  done  amounted  to  14/.  or 
15/.  Ultimately  judgment  was  given  for  the  plaintiff  for 
70/.  and  costs. 

Sued  the  Wrong  Party. 

At  the  Wymondham  County  Court  on  December  11,  the 
proprietor  of  the  Railway  Hotel  at  Wymondhar?  sued  Messrs. 
Day  &  Sons,  horse  and  cattle  medicine  vendors,  Crewe,  for 
30^.,  the  price  of  three  weeks'  keep  of  a  pony.  From  the 
evidence  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Gilbert,  a  traveller  for 
defendants,  left  his  pony,  which  was  unwell,  in  the  plaintiff's 
stables  for  three  weeks,  and  would  not  settle  the  account. 
The  bill  had  been  sent  to  defendants  on  one  or  two  occasions, 
but  they  denied  liability.  The  Judge  found  for  the 
defendants,  pointing  out  that  there  was  no  legal  obligation 
for  them  to  pay  their  traveller's  bill.  Plaintiff  ought  to 
have  sued  Mr.  Gilbert. 


(Basette, 


Partnership  Dissolved. 

Caltborp,  X..  C.  E.,  and  Walker,  F.  S.,  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  physicians  and  surgeons. 

Tbe  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 
Atkinson,  Robert,  Smethwick,  Staffordshire,  surgeon. 


IRevp  Companies  &  Company  1Rewa. 


"What's  Drug  Company  (Limited).— Capital  2,000/ ,  in  1?. 
shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  drug- 
gists, drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men,  dealers  in  proprietary 
articles,  electrical,  chemical,  photographic,  surgical  and  scientific 
apparatus  and  materials,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  J.  Wray, 
136  Stapleton  Hall  Road,  Stroud  Green,  N  ,  druggist ;  F.  W. 
Rackham,  The  Ivie3,  Devonshire  Road,  Merton,  S.W.,  secretary  ; 
F.  Scoffield,  Walcot,  Hedley,  Hants,  agent;  H.  G.  Wicks, 
22  Larch  Road,  Crieklewood,  N.W.,  chemist  and  druggist ;  T.  W. 
Sayer,  27  Beresford  Road,  Canonbury,  N.,  assistant;  Miss  0.  H. 
Wray,  136  Stapleton  Hall  Road,  Stroud  Green,  N.J  and  R.  E. 
Alison,  36  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C.,  analytical  chemist.  No  initial 
public  issue.  Registered  without  articles  of  association.  Regis- 
tered office,  8  High  Holborn,  W.C. 

Northern  Chemical  Company  (Limited). — Registered  iu 
Edinburgh.  Capita]  6,000?.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on 
the  business  of  chemical  manufacturers,  chemists,  drysalters, 
shippers,  merchants,  brokers,  importers  and  exporters  of  che- 
micals, drysalteries  and  other  materials,  &c.  The  first  subscribers 
are:  A.  Blaikie,  13  Hamilton  Crescent,  Glasgow,  chemical 
manager;  J.  G.  Campbell,  53  Eothwell  Street,  Glasgow,  cashier ; 
J.  Wallace,  53  Bothwell  Street,  Glasgow,  clerk;  G.  Heggie, 
53  Both-well  Street,  Glasgow,  bookkeeper;  J.  Pattison,  53  Both- 
well  Street,  Glasgow,  manufacturer ;  A.  Clark,  53  Bothwell  Street, 
Glasgow,  chemical  merchant  ;  and  E.  Needham,  48  Paton  Street, 
Glasgow,  manufacturing  chemist  The  first  directors  are  J.  Patti- 
son and  E.  Needham.  Qualification,  200  shares.  Remuneration  as 
fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office,  48  Paton  Street,  Glasgow. 

Surgical  Mechanicians  (Limited). -Capital  2,000/.,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  surgical  instrument 
makers,  veadors  of  patent  medicines,  medical  herbalists,  dry- 
salters,  import  and  export  commission  agents,  druggists'  sundries- 
men,  mineral  and  aerated  water  manufacturers  and  dealers,  food 
and  foodstuff  merchants,  pharmaceutical,  analj  tical,  and  advising 
chemists,  dentists,  opticians,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are : 
D.  B.  Yenning,  86  Ca^ewick  Road,  W.  Norwood,  S  E.,  drapery 
warehouseman  ;  J.  R.  Venning,  346  Euston  Road  N.W.,  salesman  ; 
Mrs.  J.  L.  D.  Venning,  18  Tankerville  Road,  Streatham,  S.W.  ; 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Baines,  38  Tremadoc  Road,  Clapham,  S.W. ; 
Mrs.  C.  Baines,  33  Tremadoc  Road,  Clapham,  S.W.  ; 
W.  C.  Cockson,  20  High  Holborn,  W.C,  journalist;  and 
C.  H.  Venning,  24  Lawrence  Lane,  Cheapside,  E.C.,  secretary. 
No  initial  public  issue.  Registered  without  articles  of  association. 
Registered  office,  65  Chancery  Lane,  W.C. 

.  W.  T.  Owbridge  (Limited).— Capital  35,000/.,  in  10/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  as  a  going  concern  the  business  of  a  manu- 
facturing chemist,  &c,  formerly  carried  on  by  the  late 
W,  T.  Owbridge  at  the  Laboratory,  Osborne  Street,  Hull,  and 


elsewhere,  in  particular  to  acquire  the  recipes  for  and  right  to 
manufacture  and  deal  in  certain  medicinal-preparations  known  as 
"  Owbridge's  Lung-tonic,"  "Owbridge's  Embrocation,"  "Ow- 
bridge's Atoms  of  Health,"  "Owbridge's  Pills,"  "Owbridge's 
Pile-salve,"  "Owbridge's  Dog-powders,"  "Owbridge's  Dictic- 
water,"  and  "  Owbridge's  Brown  Salve,"  to  adopt  an  agreement 
with  Emma  Owbridge,  E.  F.  Ingleby,  and  F.  W.  Owbridge,  to 
manufacture  and  sell  the  above-mentioned  medicines,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  chemist^,  druggists,  chemical-manu- 
facturers and  dealers,  drysalters,  importers  and  manufacturers  of 
and  dealers  in  pharmaceutical,  medicinal,  chemical,  industrial, 
and  other  preparations  and  articles,  makers  of  and  dealers  in 
proprietary  an ieles  of  all  kinds,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are: 
Mrs.  E.  Owbridge,  Cottingham  Grange,  Cottingham,  East  York- 
shire ;  F.  F.  Ingleby,  Old  Exchange  Buildings,  Bowlalley  Lane, 
Hull,  stock  and  share  broker;  F.  W.  Owbridge,  Skirlaugh,  East 
Yorkshire,  manufacturing  chemist;  P.  W.  Owbridge,  42  Blossom 
Street,  York,  manufacturing  chemist;  Mrs.  L  A  Owbridge, 
42  Blossom  Street,  York;  Mrs.  K.  Owbridge,  Skirlaugh,  East 
Yorkshire;  and  Miss  G.  M.  Owbridge,  Cottingham  Grange, 
Cottingham,  East  Yorkshire.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first, 
governing  directors  are  Emma  Owbridge,  E.  F.  Ingleby,  and 
F.  W.  Owbridge  (trustees  of  the  will  of  the  late  W.  T.  Owbridge), 
who,  or  the  survivors  of  whom,  may  retain  office  while  holding 
10,0007.  jointly.  Remuneration  of  governing  directors,  250/,.  each 
per  annum.  Emma  Owbridge  and  F.  W.  Owbridge  arc  managing 
directors;  remuneiation  of  Emma  Owbridge,  250/.  per  annum,  of 
F.  W.  Owbridge,  300/.  per  annum  and  10  per  cent,  of  the  profits 
available  for  dividend  in  excess  of  7,000/.  in  any  year.  Registered 
office,  The  Laboratory,  Osborne  Street,  Hull. 


Gehe  &  Co.,  Dresden. — The  firm  has  been  converted 
into  a  company,  with  a  capital  of  3,000,000m.  The  directors 
are  Mr.  Ney  and  Apotheker  Dr.  von  Bose,  the  former  pro- 
curators. Dr.  von  Heyden,  Mr.  Hultzsch,  and  representatives 
of  the  Dresden  Bank  and  the  Saxon  Bank  are  on  the  advisory 
board.  The  new  company  has  taken  over  the  business  from 
January,  1903. 

Capsuloid  Company  (Limited). — The  general  meeting 
of  the  shareholders  of  this  company  was  held  at  31  Snow 
Hill,  B.C.,  on  Saturday,  November  28,  when  a  dividend  of 
7  per  cent,  was  declared  on  the  ordinary  shares.  The  com- 
pany was  formed  a  year  ago  to  purchase  the  business  of  the 
Capsuloid  Company,  which  had  been  in  existence  for  seven 
or  eight  years.  During  the  past  year  the  business  has  been 
greatly  extended  and  enlarged,  and  the  company  has  placed 
"  tablones  "  on  the  market. 

A.  &  R.  Thwaites  (Limited),  of  Dublin. — At  the  recent 
meeting  of  shareholders  of  this  firm  at  57  Upper  Sackville 
Street,  Dublin,  Mr.  A.  W.  Orr  presided.  In  proposing 
the  adoption  of  the  annual  report,  which  showed  a  net 
profit  for  the  year  of  7,854/.  13i.  9d.,  against  8.841/.  10s.  lid. 
last  year,  Mr.  Orr  said  the  shareholders  could  congratulate 
themselves  on  the  year's  working,  for  there  had  never  been 
a  worse  year  for  soda-water  than  the  past  one.  When  in 
London  recently  he  was  told  by  the  secretary  of  a  company 
that  he  did  not  know  of  any  aerated-water  companies  that 
would  pay  a  dividend  this  year.  With  the  bonus,  the 
ordinary  shareholders  would  receive  11  per  cent,  for  the 
year.    The  report  was  adopted. 

Idris  &  Co.  (Limited).— The  annual  meeting  of  share- 
holders was  held  at  the  offices  of  the  company,  Pratt  Street, 
Camden  Town.  N.W.,  on  October  14,  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris, 
chairman  of  directors,  presiding.  There  was  an  attendance 
of  about  forty,  and  the  chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of 
the  report  and  balance-sheet  (particulars  of  which  appeared 
in  last  week's  issue,  page  973),  referred  to  the  very  satis- 
factory way  in  which  the  business  had  held  its  own  in  spite 
of  the  phenomenal  rainfall  of  the  past  season.  The  fire 
which  occurred  recently  at  the  works  had  done  little  damage, 
and  that  was  fully  covered  by  insurance.  Referring  to  the 
balance-sheet,  •"  leasehold  and  freehold  properties  "  had,  he 
said,  increased  an  account  of  extra  accommodation  for  stores, 
&c,  required  at  Liverpool  and  at  Folkestone.  In  each  case 
freehold  premises  had  been  acquired  for  that  purpose. 
"  Capital  in  investments,  &c,"  had  also  increased  by  4  000/.. 
owing  to  the  extension  of  the  new  branches.  "  Stock-in- 
trade"  had  also  slightly  increased,  and  "plant  and 
machinery  "  remained  about  the  same,  although  5  per  cent, 
depreciation  had  been  written  off.  This  was  because  the 
plant,  &c,  of  Culverhouse  and  Mayoh  &  Co. — businesses  the 
company  have  recently  acquired— had  been  added  to  that 
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item.  "Sundry  debtors"  also  showed  an  increase  for 
the  same  reason,  the  debts  of  both  businesses  having  been 
added  to  the  whole.  O"  the  debtor  side  it  would  be  seen 
that  the  company  made  1  400/.  less  profit  than  last  year,  and 
he  felt  thankful  it  was  no  worse.  Another  cause  that  had 
worked  against  them  was  the  increased  cost  of  sugar  as  a 
result  of  the  sugar-duty  and  the  Brussels  Convention.  That 
alone  made  a  difference  of  between  2,000/.  and  3  000/  in 
their  annual  pro  tits.  He  could  scarcely  speak  of  the  sugar- 
impost  without  a  certain  indignation.  The  ostensible 
purpose  of  the  tax  was  to  benefit  the  sugar-refiners  in  this 
country  and  a  very  small  number  of  the  subjects  of  the 
King  in  the  West  Indies.  In  order  to  do  that  the  injury 
done  to  other  businesses  in  which  sugar  is  used  had  been 
enormous.  The  net  result  had  been  an  increased  price  in  all 
sugar-containing  food-products  in  this  country,  and  a 
decreased  price  in  France,  Germany,  and  other  continental 
countries.  The  tax  only  benefits  one-fortieth  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  consequently  thirty-nine  fortieths  of  the  sugar 
we  use  is  paid  for  by  the  people  in  order  that  the  other  one- 
fortieth  have  the  advantage  of  an  enhanced  price.  It  would 
have  been  a  cheaper  and  less  iniquitous  plan,  he  submitted, 
to  have  given  pensions  to  all  the  people  in  the  West  Indies. 
He  hoped  they  would  see  a  little  of  the  tax  taken  off  soon, 
although  the  work  of  the  Convention  is  likely  to  be 
permanent.  Before  this  sugar  question  cropped  up  Idri*  & 
Co.  were  able  to  have  fair  surpluses  to  divide  amongst  their 
employes  (who  well  deserve  them),  but  now  these  were  not 
available.  He  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  balance- 
sheet  and  the  declaration  of  the  dividends.  Mr  Adpar 
Jones  seconded  and  the  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted,  no  comments  or  criticisms  being  forthcoming  On 
the  motion  of  Mr.  E.  K.  Bishop,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Bradford, 
Messrs.  Idris  and  Adpar  Jones  were  re-elected  directors. 
..The  auditors,  Messrs  Arthur  J.  Hill,  Vellacott  &  Co.,  were 
reappointed,  and  Mr.  Idris  was  thanked  for  services  to  the 
company,  and  congratulated  on  the  mayoral  honours  he  had 
recently  acquired 

Camwal  (Limited). — Mr.  Horace  Davenport,  chairman  of 
the  directors,  presided  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  share- 
holders of  this  company,  held  at  Anderton's  Hotel,  Fleet 
"Street,  E.G.,  on  December  15.  The  chairman,  in  moving  the 
adoption  of  the  report  and  accounts  (see  C.  $  D., 
December  12,  page  978),  dwelt  on  the  depressing  effect 
the  wet  summer  had  had  on  their  business.  Besides  the 
bad  weather  the  general  trade  of  the  country  was  in  anything 
but  a  prosperous  condition.  Far  fewer  entertainments  had 
been  given.  Their  actual  trade  had  not  fallen  off,  and 
the  loss  of  profit  was  due  to  several  causes.  Growing 
business  had  made  it  necessary  to  provide  bigger  premises, 
and  provision  had  been  made  for  a  future  which  the  bad 
summer  kept  from  realisation.  Expenses  had  been  kept  down 
as  much  as  possible,  and  it  was  found  more  difficult  than 
•ever  to  get  payment  of  accounts.  It  would  be  seen  that 
there  was  more  money  due  to  the  company  than  usual;  that 
was  through  no  fault  of  the  directors  or  of  the  staff.  There 
■were  more  syphons  on  loan,  because  fewer  had  come  in 
to  be  filled.  "Fontalis"  was  not  booming  as  could  be 
wished.  He  urged  shareholders  generally  to  push  the 
-■sale  of  it  and  the  dry  ginger-ale.  In  conclusion,  he  referred 
■in  appreciative  terms  to  the  late  Mr.  Pennick,  who 
energetically  represented  the  company  in  Manchester  for 
many  years,  and  alluded  to  an  accident  which  had 
incapacitated  Mr.  Groome  (their  Bristol  and  Birmingham 
manager)  for  a  considerable  time.  The  motion  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  Montague  Davenport.  Mr.  W.  M.  Campbell,  having 
asked  some  questions,  which  the  chairman  replied  to,  sug- 
gested that  the  debenture  stock  (42,750/ )  should  be  reduced 
to  40,000/. — a  sum  it  should  not  be  allowed  to  exceed,  other- 
wise all  the  profits  go  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  debentures 
and  on  the  preference  shares.  The  chairman  said  Mr. 
Campbell  would  have  to  provide  the  ways  and  means  of 
carrying  out  his  suggestion  ;  the  scheme  would,  he  thought, 
cripple  the  company.  Mr.  Theophilus  Nicholls  asked 
whether  it  was  not  possible  to  stop  the  continual  enlarge- 
ment of  premises  and  opening  of  new  branches.  These 
things  were  swallowing  up  all  the  profits.  He  was 
glad  to  see  that  bad  debts  were  decreasing,  and  he  paid 
a  tribute  to  the  excellence  of  the  Camwal  waters.  He 
hoped  the  directors  would  see  their  way  to  spend  less  on 
advertisements, in  papers  outside  the  trade  journals.    It  was 


only  with  the  trade  journals  (and  in  perhaps  a  few  of  the 
medical  journals)  that  the  advertisement  of  the  Camwal 
waters  was  actually  necessary.  He  suggested,  in  conclusion, 
that  motorcars  might  be  more  extensively  used  by  the  com- 
pany in  the  d  .-livery  of  goods.  A  shareho'der  asked  whether 
it  is  not  possible  to  be  supplied  with  condensed  reports 
of  how  the  branches  are  doing.  The  chairman  said  it  was 
not  considered  advisable  to  split  up  the  accounts.  He  might 
say  that  not  one  of  the  branches  was  a  loss  to  the  company. 
The  London  branch  had  suffered  more  from  competition  than 
any  other,  and  that  chiefly  on  account  of  a  scheme  (which 
was  not  successful)  for  filling  chemists'  own  syphons.  A 
shareholder  paid  tribute  to  the  energy  and  ability  of  the 
directors  and  staff  of  Camwal,  and  said  shareholders  them- 
selves were  in  a  great  measure  to  blame  for  the  fact  that  the 
company  was  not  much  more  successful  than  it  was.  The 
chairman  having  answered  various  other  queries,  the  motions 
for  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  for  the  declaration  of 
dividend  were  carried  unanimously.  Messrs.  M.  Davenport 
and  F.  A.  Gould  were  re-elected  directors,  and  the  auditors 
were  reappointed.  Thanks  to  the  chairman  were  heartily 
accorded  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Harry  Kemp. 


Business  Gbanoes, 


Mr.  J.  Edmunds,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  reopened  the 
premises  262  Mare  Street,  Hackney,  N.E. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Last,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Teddington, 
has  opened  a  business  at  24  Butter  Market,  Ipswich. 

Mr.  W.  Herbert,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over  the 
business  at  Hounslow  Heath  formerly  belonging  to  Mr. 
Cull. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Howlett,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  recently  carried  on  at  Station  Road,  Harpenden, 
by  Mr.  H.  W.  Pound. 

Wrap's  Drug  Company  have  acquired  premises  at  8  High 
Holborn,  W.C.,  which  they  will  open  as  soon  as  the  neces- 
sary alterations  are  completed. 

MR.  E.  J.  Caffyn,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Chiches- 
ter, has  bought  the  business  of  Mr.  G.  Goodliffe,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  High  Street,  Bishop's  Waltham. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Lee,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  purchased  the 
business  at  16  Silver  Street,  Gainsborough,  formerly  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  J.  H.  T.  Spouncer,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  B.  G.  K.  Clarke,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  removed 
from  8  and  9  Broad  Street,  Bath,  to  more  convenient  and 
centrally  situated  premises  at  6  Bladud  Buildings,  Bath. 

Mr.  E.  Saville  Peck,  M.A.,  rjharmaceutical  chemist,  has 
taken  over  the  old-established  business  in  Trumpington 
Street,  Cambridge,  which  latterly  has  been  carried  on  by  his 
father,  Mr.  Alderman  Peck,  and  himself  jointly. 

Mr.  A.  E.  B'OEEMan,  chemist  and  druggist,  has,  on 
account  of  his  wife's  health,  been  compelled  to  leave  the 
North,  and  his  business  in  Shields  Road,  Newoastle-on-Tyne, 
has  been  acquired  by  Alwyn,  Dyson  &  Co.  (Limited)  Drug- 
stores. Mr.  Foreman  has  taken  over  a  business  at  Bexhill- 
on-Sea. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Carr,  a  well-known  Sheffield  chemist,  who  for 
three  years  has  been  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Shef- 
field Pharmaceutical  Society,  has  entered  into  partnership 
with  Mr.  Richard  FitzHugh,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  21  Long 
Row,  Nottingham,  and  leaves  Sheffield  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  business  is  a  very  old-established  one,  Mr.  Fitz- 
Hugh having  been  in  it  for  fifty  years.  Mr.  Carr  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Messrs.  Reinhardt  &  Son,  of  Briggate, 
Leeds,  leaving  them  to  come  direct  to  Sheffield,  where  he 
had  been  with  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  for  upwards  of  eight 
years. 


Yorkshire  Relish.— Messrs.  Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co., 
of  Leeds,  are  offering  bonuses  of  2|  to  3f  per  cent,  on  all  the 
direct  purchases  of  Yorkshire  relish  before  December  31, 
and  particulars  are  given  in  an  announcement  in  this  issue. 
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festivities 

Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  members  had  a  whist-drive  on  Wednesday,  Decem- 
ber 9.  It  was  held  at  the  Bungalow  in  High  Street,  and 
was  attended  by  eighty-four  persons.  Including  an  interval 
for  refreshments,  the  games  lasted  until  nearly  half-past  ten. 
The  prize-winners  were — for  gentlemen  :  1,  Mr.  Arbuckle, 
box  of  cigars;  2,  Mr.  C.  Legshon,  silver  pencil-case;  3,  Mr. 
D.  Baker,  penknife ;  4,  Mr.  F.  Jolliffe,  cigarette-case.  For 
ladies:  1,  Mrs  C.  Saell,  clock  on  a  pedestal  of  art  metal; 
2,  Miss  Mitchell,  chatelaine;  3,  Miss  Jones,  card-case;  4, 
Mrs.  Holloway,  silver  bonbon-tray.  The  prizes  were  dis- 
tributed by  the  President  (Mr.  Jabez  A.  Jones).  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds, of  Barry,  won  the  "  Tortoise  "  as  lowest  scorer. 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Ulub. 

The  twelfth  annual  smoking-concert  was  held  on  Monday 
evening,  December  14,  in  the  Imperial  Hotel.  The  hall  was 
well  filled.  Mr.  Peter  Boa  (Hon.  President  of  the  Club)  was 
in  the  chair.  A  long  and  varied  programme  was  got  through 
with  great  expedition.  The  entertainment  was  high-class. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Gibb  (President)  opened  with  "  Midshipmite,"  and 
then  followed  speedily  a  long  programme  of  comic  and 
serious  songs  and  recitations,  banjo  and  violin  solos.  AmoDg 
the  artistes  were  Messrs.  Bertram,  Traill,  Spoor,  Cunning- 
ham, Rowland,  Menelaws,  Turnbull,  and  Sandison.  In 
his  speech  Mr.  Boa  alluded  to  the  present  prosperity  of 
the  Club,  whose  membership  is  130,  and  spoke  of  the  good 
the  Club  does  by  promoting  amateur  sport.  Mr.  J.  P.  Gibb 
replied,  and  thanks  were  awarded  the  artistes  and  others. 

Harrogate  Pharmaceutical  association. 

A  social  meeting  of  this  newly  formed  Association  was 
held  at  the  Salisbury  Hotel,  Harrogate,  on  Thursday  evening, 
December  10.  The  chair  was  taken  by  the  President  (Mr. 
O.  E.  J.  Eynon),  and  the  following  were  also  present : 
Messrs.  Battle  and  Senior  (Ripon),  Lawrence  and  Southwell 
(Knaresborough),  Atkinson,  Davis,  Dawson,  Halliday,  Harper, 
Hines,  Kirk,  Mitchell,  Pattinson,  Payton,  Walker,  Weston, 
Wood,  and  Handford  (Hon.  Secretary)  (Harrogate).  Mr. 
Dutton  (Bradford)  give  a  capital  ventriloquial  entertain- 
ment, and  during  the  course  of  the  evening  Messrs. 
Atkinson,  Weston,  and  Mitchell  contributed  songs,  Mr.  Wood 
a  recitation,  whilst  Mr.  Walker  gave  an  amusing  reading  in 
Yorkshire  dialect.  Mr.  Hines  presided  most  efficiently  at 
the  piano.    Altogether  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 

Dinner  and  Presentation. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Reuter,  6  Well  Street,  Jewin  Street,  E.C.,  enter- 
tained his  staff  at  the  Trocadero  on  December  12.  Mr. 
Reuter,  in  his  after-dinner  remarks,  said  he  was  gratified  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  meeting  not  only  all  his  original 
employes,  but  an  augmented  staff ;  he  was  also  pleased  to 
tell  them  that,  in  spite  of  the  depression  in  trade  generally, 
the  year's  business  had  increased  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner  not  only  in  the  home  trade,  but  in  the  Far  East 
and  Australasia.  A  pleasing  incident  of  the  evening  was 
the  presentation  of  a  silver  tea-and- coffee  service  to  Mr. 
A  B.  V.  Taffs,  manager.  Mr.  Reuter  made  the  presentation, 
and  eulogised  the  good  general  and  business  qualities  of 
Mr.  Taffs,  referring  also  to  Mrs.  Taffs,  as  their  silver  wedding 
was  celebrated  on  December  10.  Mr.  Taffs  replied  on  behalf 
of  himself  and  wife,  and  expressed  his  gratitude  to  the  staff 
for  the  assistance  given  to  him  in  the  working  of  the  busi- 
ness. Among  the  other  toasts  was  "  The  health  of  the 
Chairman,"  which  was  moit  enthusiastically  received. 

A  City  Social. 

The  sixth  annual  social  evening  of  the  staff  of  Messrs. 
C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son  was  held  at  the  Three  Nuns,  Aldgate, 
E.C.,  on  December  12.  An  excellent  dinner  was  served  at 
6  30.  p.m.,  at  which  about  one  hundred  members  of  the  staff 
and  their  friends  were  present,  the  chair  being  occupied  by 
Mr.  E.  J.  Millard,  F.C.S.  After  the  loyal  toast  had  been 
honoured,  the  Chairman  proposed  "The  health  of  Mr.  John  C. 
Hewlett,"  and  referred  to  the  marriage  of  Miss  Hewlett,  which 
had  taken  place  that  day  at  Beckenham.    He  spoke  of  the 


steady  progress  that  had  been  made  in  all  departments 
during  the  year,  and  exp-esssd  pleasure  at  seeing  so  many 
of  the  firm's  representatives  present.  A  smoking- conceit 
followed,  and  the  songs  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Eveness  and  Mr.  J.  Davies 
were  warmly  applauded ;  and  the  humorous  songs  by 
Messrs.  Will  Webb,  E.  Thompson,  Hearne,  and  Will  Cragg 
received  encores.  An  interesting  item  of  the  programme 
was  provided  by  Mr.  Walter  Ro  wley,  the  lightning  cartoonist, 
whose  sketches  were  rapidly  and  cleverly  t  xecuted.  Special 
mention  should  be  made  of  the  pianoforte  solos  contributed 
by  Mr.  J.  W.  Chance,  whose  rendering  of  the  "  Swanee 
River"  and  '•  Cake-walk  Lancers"  elicited  much  applause. 
Mr.  E.  W.  Palin  (Indian  representative)  proposed  the  toast  of 
"  The  Cnairman."  He  mentioned  that  he  was  first  connected 
with  the  firm  twenty-two  years  ago,  and  was  pleased  to  see 
quite  a  number  present  who  were  with  the  firm  then.  The 
Chairman  biiefly  replied.  The  arrangements,  which  were 
excellent,  were  admirably  carried  out  by  the  Secretary, 
Mr.  H.  Gillard. 

Cricketers  Dine. 

The  first  annual  dinner  and  smoking-concert  of  the 
Hanuver  Cricket  Club  (Evans  Sons  Lescherit  Webb,  Limited) 
was  held  on  December  12  at  the  Lisbon.  Between  filty  and 
sixty  members  and  friends  were  present,  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Mr.  W.  P.  Evans,  who  was  supported  by  Messrs.. 
J.  H.  E.  Evans,  K.  W.  E.  Eva^s,  G.  M.  McLoughlin,. 
J.  Tirebuck,  J.  C.  Turner,  and  N.  W.  Rutter.  After  the  loya!  . 
toast  had  been  honoured,  the  Chairman,  in  proposing  "  The 
H  mover  Cricket  Club,"  said  the  club  seemed  to  have  started 
with  small  numbers,  but  he  trusted  there  would  be  a  good 
increase  next  year.  He  had  promised  to  give  a  bat  to  the 
member  at  the  top  of  the  averages,  and  the  prize  for  batting 
had  been  won  by  Mr.  Harper,  while  the  bowling  prize  went 
to  Mr.  Marsh.  He  hoped  they  would  be  able  to  get  up  a  few- 
more  musical  evenings  during  the  coming  winter,  and  the 
directors  of  the  company  would  do  their  best  to  help  the 
club.  Mr.  Garrow,  in  responding,  thanked  the  Chairman 
for  being  present  that  evening.  Mr.  J.  C.  Turner  briefly 
proposed  "  The  Allied  Firms,"  and  Mr.  J.  H.  E  Evans  and 
Mr.  K.  W.  E.  Evans  replied.  The  latter  gentleman  said,  in., 
reference  to  the  proposed  football-club,  that  he  would  be 
very  pleased  to  give  all  the  assistance  he  could,  either  by, 
playing  whenever  possible  or  by  arranging  matches.  Mr.. 
G.  M.  McLoughlin  then  proposed  "  Our  President,"  and  said 
it  was  the  toast  of  the  evening.  There  was  little  to  say  about 
the  President,  he  remarked;  all  knew  him,  and  no  words  of 
his  could  add  to  the  esteem  in  which  they  held  him.  Mr. 
W.  P.  Evans  returned  thanks,  and  then  proposed  "  The 
Secretaries,"  who  he  thought  deserved  their  best  thanks 
for  the  splendid  programme  which  they  had  arranged.  Mr. 
P.  Mar=h  replied.  The  closing  toast,  "The  Visitors,"  was 
given  by  the  Chairman,  and  Mr.  Taylor  responded.  Among 
those  who  helped  to  make  the  evening  enjoyable  were  Messrs. 
Garnett,  Hughes,  Robbins,  Isaac,  Peyton,  Rawlands,  and 
Ellis,  who  all  sang  various  songs,  Mr.  Rowse  gave  selections 
on  the  English  concertina,  Mr.  B.rchall  a  reading,  whilst 
Mr.  Kennison  proved  an  efficient  accompanist. 

Institute  of  Chemistry. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Institute  was  held  at  the  Hote2 
Cecil,  on  Monday  evening,  December  14,  Mr.  David  Howard 
(President)  in  the  chair.  Among  those  present  were  Lord 
Justice  Cozens-Hardy,  Sir  William  Hu^gins,  K.O.B.  (Pre- 
sident of  the  Royal  Society),  Mr.  Justice  Byrne,  Mr.  Justice 
Buckley,  Sir  William  S.  Church,  Bart.,  K.C  B.  (President  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians),  Dr.  W.  A  Tilden,  F.R.S. 
(President  of  the  Chemical  Society),  Sir  William  Ramsay, 
K.C  B.,  F.R.S.  (President  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry), 
Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe,  C.B.  F.R.sj.  (Director  of  the  Government 
Laboratories),  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  (Deputy-Chairman  of  the 
London  County  Council),  Mr.  S.  R.  Atkms  (President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society),  Mr.  S.  D.  Leah  (chief  inspector  oi 
Excise),  and  Dr.  John  Attfield,  F  R  S. 

Lord  Justice  Cozens-Hardy,  in  proposing  the  toast  of 
"The  Institute,"  referred  to  the  dreadful  nomenclature  of 
chemists — the  almost  barbarous  use  to  which  they  put  the 
dear  old  English  language.  He  himself  had  had  to  listen 
for  days  to  discourses  from  very  learned  men  on  ortho-tolum- 
j  sulpho-chlorides ;  surely  it  would  be  possible  to  express 
products  like  that  in  words  which  ordinary  men  could  sxcell 
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and  which  they  might  attempt  to  understand.  But,  perhaps, 
it  was  true  that  bad  language  was  the  only  charge  to  be 
made  against  chemists. 

Mr.  David  Howard,  in  his  reply,  said  that  the  object 
of  the  Institute  was  to  raise  the  status  of  the  chemist  as  a 
professional  man,  and  for  that  object  they  had  worked  with 
great  success  for  many  years.  Their  examinations  were 
directed  not  merely  to  test  the  knowledge  of  a  man,  but  to 
direct  his  studies  so  that  he  might  not  fear  examination. 
The  foundation  of  scientific  studies  must  be  a  sound  general 
education.  Keferring  to  the  application  of  chemical  pro- 
cesses in  our  industries,  Mr.  Howard  said  it  was  true  that 
there  was  need  for  more  sound  chemistry  in  England,  although 
to  mention  the  eminent  men  still  with  us  who  had  devoted 
thought  to  these  problems  would  show  that  we  lack  nothing 
in  quality.  It  should  be  remembered  that  there  were 
mysteries  of  the  English  law  to  be  grappled  with.  We  paid 
twice  as  much  for  an  abominable  compound  called  methylated 
spirit  as  the  foreigner  had  to  pay  for  perfectly  pure  spirit, 
on  which  he  paid  no  duty.  Then  there  was  the  mystery 
whereby  patents,  never  intended  to  be  worked,  could  be 
secured  in  order  to  bar  English  industries.  The  application 
of  chemistry  in  our  industries  was  a  national  question.  Most 
of  the  successful  manufacturers  in  Germany  whom  he  knew 
were  Doctors  of  Philosophy  and  very  well-educated  men, 
who  had,  in  addition,  devoted  their  lives  to  the  study  of 
every  detail  of  their  work.  It  must  be  realised  in  England 
that  the  technical  chemist  should  be  at  least  as  well  educated 
and  thoughtful  as  his  German  friends.  He  was  not  one  of 
those  who  thought  that  England  was  played  out,  but  it  was 
in  the  thoroughness  of  the  training  of  Englishmen  that  they 
must  look  for  help  against  their  difficulties  and  the  strains 
against  which  they  had  to  fight.  Such  a  training  was  not  an 
easy  thing  to  get.  It  was  not  a  question  of  elementary 
education.  The  science  that  would  make  England  great  and 
prosperous  was  the  science  of  loEg,  weary  years,  the  result 
of  the  devotion  of  a  lifetime. 

"Prosperity  to  Science  and  Scientific  Industries"  was 
given  by  Mr.  R  B.  Haldane,  K.C.,  M  P,  and  Sir  William 
Huggins  replied,  as  well  as  Sir  William  Ramsay.  The 
health  of  the  guests  was  proposed  by  Mr.  A.  Gordon 
Salamon,  and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Justice  Byrne,  Sir 
William  Church,  and  Sir  Thomas  Elliott. 


Zmbe  flotes. 


Messrs.  Howards  &  Soxs  (Limited),  of  Stratford,  inform 
us  that  as  the  subscribers  to  the  Stratford  Exchange  are  in 
future  to  be  connected  with  the  "  Eastern,'1  their  telephone- 
number  will  now  be  "815  Eastern." 

Fair  Profits. — The  additions  to  the  P.A.T.A.  protected 
list  this  month  include  Savory  &  Moore's  preparations 
(infants'  food,  pancreatic  emulsion,  datura  tatula,  &c), 
Dolle's  aromatic  iron  milk,  Canavan's  syrup  of  wild  cherry 
and  Eazeall  eczema-cream,  Mackenzie's  soap,  Turner's 
tamarind  emulsion,  and  Plato  silver  polish,  Jewsbury  & 
Brown's  Oriental  tooth-paste,  Warrior's  pills,  Baxter's 
asthma-cure  and  Mulligan's  tic-powder's,  Warrick's  jelloids, 
and  Maddock's  Old  English  lavender-water. 

Popular  Advertisements. — Prizes  (the  first  of  500/.) 
have  been  awarded  recently  for  the  twelve  most  popular 
advertisements  in  six  months  of  the  Strand  Magazine.  The 
competition  was  decided  in  the  same  manner  as  The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  competitions,  and  the 
votes  of  the  competitors  placed  the  advertisers  named  in 
the  following  order  :  (1)  Messrs.  E.  Cook  &  Co. ;  (2)  Bovril ; 
(4)  Lemco ;  (5)  Bird's  custard-powder ;  (6)  Frame-food ; 
(10)  Beecbam's  pills;  (11)  Wright's  coal-tar  soap;  (12)  Hol- 
loway's  pills. 

An  Essential  Calendar. — The  "British  Empire  Atlas 
Calendar,"  issued  by  Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Howell  (Limited), 
95a  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  is  useful,  ornamental,  and 
effective.  Its  usefulness  as  a  blotting-pad  and  as  a  ready 
reference  when  geographical  doubts  arise  are  obvious ;  its 
elegant  covers  and  internal  printing  place  its  ornamental 
qualities  beyond  question ;  and,  lastly,  the  tasteful  and  un- 
obtrusive, but  nevertheless  striking,  character  of  the  pages 
relating  to  Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Howell's  products  renders 
it  a  most  effective  and  ever-present  advertising-medium. 


5tampet>*meMc(ne  IRotes. 
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JNI  AND  REVENUE, 

SoNEiistrr  House,  London,  W.C. 


c  ^dM  in  oiij  reply 


Sir, 


-.  llth  December  1903. 


\l<> 


In  reply  to  your  letter  dated  the  5th  instant,  I 
am  directed  by  the  Board  ot  Inland  Revenue  to  acquaint  you 
that  they  have  consented  to  extend  until  March  31st  next  tho 
period  during  which  they  will  not  interfere  with  the  use 
of  existing  stocks  of  labeU  which  would  not  have  been  regard- 
ed as  involving  liability  to  duty  before  the  recent  legal 

decisions,  but  are  now  so  regarded, 

& 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Tho  Editor, 
Chemist  &  Druggist. 


Secretary. 


The  evolution  of  this  announcement  is  as  follows  :  On 
November  10  the  Association  of  Wholesale  Druggists  and 
Manufacturers  of  Medicinal  Preparations  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing petition  to  the  Board  : 

The  above  Association  beg  sincerely  to  thank  you  for  the  letter 
of  October  28,  in  which  you  say  that  "  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  do  not  now  consider  that  the  mention  merely  of  an 
orgaii  or  part  of  the  human  body  of  itself  renders  a  preparation 
liable  to  medicine  stamp-duty." 

The  Association  hopes  that  at  some  future  time  your  Board 
will  consider  that  such  titles  as  "  cough-mixture  "  will  not  render 
the  articles  liable  to  duty. 

If  the  Board  now  decides  that  such  ailment-names  render  the 
preparations  liable,  the  Association  begs  respectfully  to  urge  the 
desirability  of,  and  necessity  for,  an  extension  of  time  beyond 
December  31  next,  for  the  putting  into  force  of  the  new  ruling  on 
ailment-names,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

(1)  The  negotiations  between  your  Board  on  the  one  hand,  and 
chemists  and  druggists  and  this  Association  on  the  other  hand, 
have  naturally  taken  up  a  great  deal  of  time,  so  that  we  are  now 
within  a  few  weeks  of  the  expiration  of  the  time  named. 

(2)  All  the  firms  concerned  have  an  immense  number  of  labels, 
cartoons,  showcards,  shop-bottles,  and  in  some  cases  their  cus- 
tomers even  have  the  shops  themselves  and  the  shop-fittings  with 
ailment-names  on  them,  which  will  require  alteration. 

(3)  The  members  of  the  Association  are  willing  to  adapt  them- 
selves immediately  to  the  new  conditions,  and  will  at  once  set 
about  making  such  alterations  as  are  necessary.  The  printing  of 
new  labels,  cards,  &c,  will  take  a  long  time,  especially  where  it  is 
coloured  or  lithographic  work. 

(4)  The  wholesale  houses  only  visit  their  customers  at  intervals 
of  two  or  three  months  and  sometimes  longer  than  that,  so  that 
it  will  be  impossible  to  get  all  the  goods  rectified  before  several 
months  have  elapsed.  It  is  considered  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  make  the  alterations  and  exchanges  necessary  in  less  than 
six  months,  and  even  then  in  all  probability  there  would  be 
odd  articles  overlooked  or  left  unsold  in  out  of-the-way  villages. 

(5)  It  may  be  mentioned  that  very  frequently,  when  new  Acts 
of  Parliament  are  passed  which  will  interfere  with  trade,  a  con- 
siderable time  is  given  before  the  Act  is  put  into  force.  Seeing 
that  this  is  not  a  new  Act,  but  only  a  new  reading  of  the  Act,  we 
think  there  is  the  more  reason  for  an  extension  in  this  case. 

(6)  There  is  also  the  possibility  that  when  the  new  year  comes 
in  soma  of  your  officers  may  immediately  begin  to  worry  our 
customers  and  put  them  to  considerable  cost  and  trouble  by 
getting  samples  and  sending  them  up  to  you  before  there  has 
been  a  reasonable  time  to  sell  off  present  stocks  and  r  jari  anje 
new  goofs. 


December  19,  1903 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


1003 


The  tradesmen  affected  have  conducted  a  legitimate  business 
in  these  articles  up  to  the  present  time,  and  naturally  they  would 
feel  it  very  hard  in  January  next  to  find  their  names  frequently 
appearing  in  the  newspapers  as  law-breakers,  and  they  are  anxious 
to  maintain  the  position  they  have  always  held  as  respectable 
law-abiding  citizens. 

The  Association  begs  respectfully  to  submit  that  such  an  exten- 
sion of  time  will  do  no  harm  either  to  the  revenue  or  to  the 
public,  and  they  therefore  trust  that  your  Board  will  accede  to 
their  request. 

The  courteous  reception  which  has  always  been  given  to 
members  of  the  Association  warrants  them  in  believing  that  your 
Board  will  not  willingly  do  anything  that  will  give  unnecessary 
trouble  to  traders  in  their  endeavour  to  comply  with  the  wishes 
of  your  Board. 

Assuring  the  Board  that  this  petition  is  not  sent  for  the  sake  of 
continuing  the  old  class  of  labels  for  that  time  or  a  portion  of  the 
time,  but  only  to  enable  them  to  place  on  a  proper  footing  their 
businesses,  which  are  complicated  and  more  difficult  to  do  by 
reason  of  many  of  the  goods  being  dispersed  into  second  hands 
and  even  third  hands  by  means  of  sub-agents. 

W.  Parkinson,  J.P.  (President), 
Richard  C.  Wren  (Hon.  Secretary). 

In  our  issue  of  November  28  we  said  : 

There  is  a  good  opportunity  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  to 
further  this  attitude  by  acquiescing  in  the  petition  now  before 
them  to  give  a  further  extension  of  time  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  ailment-name  ruling. 

The  Board's  attention  was  called  to  the  article  from  which 
this  is  quoted. 

On  Thursday,  December  3,  a  deputation  from  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  of  the  Federation  of  Grocers'  Associa- 
tions was  seen  at  Somerset  House  by  Mr.  Chaplin,  an 
Assistant-Secretary  of  the  Board,  and  suggested  that  the 
time  should  be  extended  to  March  31,  1904. 

On  the  previous  day  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  decided 
to  seek  an  interview.  The  Secretary  wrote  to  the  Board 
about  the  matter,  and  he  was  informed  on  December  10  that 
the  time  would  be  extended. 

Entire  Drugs. 

In  October  a  Barrow-in-Furness  correspondent  (233/65) 
wrote  us  regarding  the  sale  of  entire  drugs,  such  as  phenacetin, 
under  ailment  -  names  —  e.g.,  "  Headache  -  powders  "  (see 
G.  <fc  D.,  October  24,  page  694).  He  had  been  told  by  the 
local  Inland  Revenue  officer  that  after  December  31, 
1903,  the  name  of  the  medicine,  as  well  as  the  ailment-name, 
should  be  on  the  packet.  We  suggested  that  there  was  some 
misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  the  local  officer,  and  our 
subscriber  accordingly  asked  him  to  communicate  with  head- 
quarters.   The  following  is  the  official  reply  : 

The  Board  direct  me  to  acquaint  you  that  the  medicine  stamp- 
duty  circular  referred  to  does  not  apply  to  pure  drugs,  which 
are  ipso  facto  exempt  from  stamp  duty  if  sold  by  a  duly  qualified 
chemist  and  druggist  or  by  a  person  holding  a  medicine-licence. 
Also  that  there  is  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  vendor  to 
disclose  the  fac';  that  an  article  is  a  pure  drug,  although  it  would 
be  convenient  both  to  himself  and  the  Revenue  officers  if  he 
did  so.  I  am,  &c, 

As  related  to  the  foregoing  we  have  before  us  a  correspond- 
ence between  another  subscriber  (234/9)  and  the  Board  re- 
specting the  sale  of  an  entire  drug  under  a  registered  fancy 
name  as  a  "  backache  -  powder  and  "  lumbago  -  backache 
euro."  At  the  outset  the  Board  said  entire  drugs  are  exempt; 
but  our  correspondent,  for  one  reason  and  another,  wrote 
them  again  and  again,  with  the  result  that,  in  their  last  letter, 
the  Board  said  : 

The  Board  cannot,  of  course,  say  that  the  powder  is  a  pure 
drug  until  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  having  the  powder 
analysed. 

That  is  exactly  what  the  Board  have  said  many  times 
before,  but  people  forget  and  raise  difficulties  where  'there  is 
no  reason  for  them.  The  law  is  perfectly  clear  on  the  fact 
that  entire  drugs  unmixed  with  anything  whatsoever  are 
exempt  from  stamp-duty,  no  matter  under  what  name  they 
are  sold  or  how  recommended,  but  only  duly  qualified  or 
licensed  vendors  may  sell  such  without  stamp-duty. 

Notes. 

"  Redness  of  the  Skin."— We  mentioned  recently  that  the 
Inland  Revenue  Department  had  marked  as  liable  a  label  for  a 


toilet-preparation  which  mentioned  nothing  else  that  is  regarded 
as  an  ailment.  We  now  learn  that  the  Revenue  authorities  do 
not  regard  redness  of  the  skin  produced  by  exposure  to  weather 
as  an  ailment,  and  the  label  referred  to  must  either  have  been 
marked  in  error  or  the  preparation  had  for  some  other  reason 
been  made  dutiable. 

*  *  *  * 

"  Emollient  of  glycerine  and  cold-cream,  for  roughness  and  red- 
ness of  the  face,  skin,  and  hands."  This  being  for  a  toilet- prepara- 
tion, and  no  ailment  being  referred  to,  is  not  a  dutiable  de- 
scription. 


POSTAL  CHANGES. 

Several  important  alterations  in  the  postal  regulations  are  to 
take  place  on  January  1,  1904,  principally  in  regard  to  what  is 
now  called  "  book-packet."  This  term  is  to  be  abolished,  and  the 
expression  "  halfpenny  packet "  substituted.  The  expression 
"halfpenny  packet"  means  a  packet  not  exceeding  2  oz.  in 
weight  which  consists  of  or  contains  one  or  more  of  the  under- 
mentioned articles  or  documents — that  is  to  say,  books,  publica- 
tions, and  works  of  a  literary  character  (to  which  written  dedica- 
tions may  be  added),  and  other  written  or  printed  matter  not 
being  in  the  nature  oE  a  letter  (on  papsr  or  on  some  substance 
ordinarily  used  for  writing  or  printing'.  Sketches,  drawings, 
paintings,  photographs,  engravings,  maps,  plans,  and  charts  on 
paper  or  on  some  substance  ordinarily  used  for  the  purpose,  pro- 
vided it  is  not  a  brittle  or  exceptionally  fragile  substance.  The 
binding  or  mounting  of  any  of  the  above  mentioned  articles,  pro- 
vided such  binding  or  mounting  be  of  a  kind  ordinarily  usei  for 
the  purpose,  be  not  made  of  glass  or  any  brittle  or  exceptionally 
fragile  substance,  and  be  transmitted  in  the  same  packet  with  the 
article  in  respect  of  which  it  is  used.  An  important  proviso  is 
that  invoices,  orders  for  goods,  advice-notes  of  the  despatch  or 
receipt  of  goods  or  money,  way-bills,  bills  of  lading,  receipts  for 
goods  or  money,  statements  of  account,  prices  current,  and  m  rket- 
reports  are  transmittable  by  "  halfpenny- post  "  if  nothiug  but.  the 
following  appears  on  them  in  writing:  Dates;  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  parties,  the  particulars  and  prices  of  goods,  or 
the  particulars  of  sums  of  money  ;  index  or  reference  numbers 
and  letters ;  the  mode  of  consignment  of  the  goods  or  money  ; 
consignment,  shipping,  and  forwarding  marks ;  the  terms  on 
which  business  is  transacted ;  formulas  of  a  conventional 
character,  not  exceeding  five  words  or  initials,  in  general  use  in 
commercial  transactions.  These  formulas  include  such  phrases 
as  "  E.  and  O.  E.,"  "  Stocktaking,"  "  To  follow,"  "  Second  applica- 
tion," "  With  compliments,"  "  Copy,"  "  Duplicate,"  dec,  but  it 
should  be  particularly  noted  that  written  requests  or  instructions, 
such  as  "  Send,"  "  Forward,"  or  intima'ions  such  as  "  Cheque 
will  oblige,"  &c,  are  not  admissible. 

Circulars  (not  wholly  written)  may  have  added  corrections  of 
errors  in  the  print,  date,  name,  address,  and  description  of  the 
person  or  persons  by  and  to  whom  the  circular  is  sent,  index  or 
reference  numbers  and  letters  (as  in  the  case  of  polling  cards). 
It  will  also  be  permissible  to  add  conventional  formu  as  of 
courtesy  not  exceeding  five  words  on  visiting  and  invitation 
cards.  ["  To  follow  "  on  an  invoice  cost  Messrs.  May,  Roberts  & 
Co.  30Z.  under  the  old  rules.] 


Tic-pills,  C.  &  D.  Diary,  No.  9. — For  "  ext.  gelsemii "  read 
"  ext.  gentianas." 

It  is  a  Curious  Anomaly  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  which 
applies  to  the  whole  of  Great  Britain,  creating  certain  offences 
for  which  the  same  penalty  is  prescribed  in  England  and 
Scotland,  should  by  reason  of  a  difference  only  in  the  pro- 
cedure in  the  two  countries  have  practically  very  different  results. 
Some  recent  prosecutions  in  Scotland  for  breaches  of  Section  15 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  illustrate  this  divergence  in  a  rather 
remarkable  manner.  In  England  the  tribunal  for  enforcing 
this  section  is  the  County  Court,  the  penalty  being  recover- 
able in  a  penal  action  in  which  the  penalty  is  a  fixed 
one  of  51,  and  the  County  Court  Judge  has  no  juris- 
diction to  mitigate  the  fine.  In  Scotland  the  procedure 
is  purely  criminal  in  the  Sheriff's  Court,  and  there,  by 
virtue  of  the  Procedure  Acts,  the  Sheriff  can  innose  a 
nominal  fine  if  he  thinks  the  justice  of  the  case  demands  it. 
There  is  much  to  be  said  for  the  Scotch  system.  Many  a  defen- 
dant in  these  actions  is  at  most  guilty  of  a  techn  cal  offence,  and 
to  condemn  a  man  who  is  often  a  poorly  paid  assistant  to  a  hard- 
and-fast  penalty  seems  arbitrary  and  unreasonable,  wlien  his 
Scotch  confrere  for  the  same  offence  committed  under  similar 
circumstances  may  escape  with  a  trifling  fine.  If  any  altera  ion 
of  the  law  be  proposed,  it  would  be  better  to  fodow  the  Scotch 
rule  of  practice.  It  is  curious  that  the  same  anomaly  exi-ts  in 
Ireland  under  the  Irish  Pharmacy  Act.  If  a  ca-e  is  taken  in 
Dublin,  the  Magistrates  have  power  to  mitigate  fim-s,  whereas 
under  the  same  Act  in  all  other  parts  of  that  country  the  penalty  s 
a  fixed  one  as  in  England. — The  Law  Times,  December  12,  190.^. 
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Zbe  Ikaletooscope. 


"The  Barrin'  o'  the  Door." 

(Tabloid  Version,  illustrated  by  Mr.  Fred  Reynolds.) 

I  observe  in  some  of  your  advertisements—  your  warning— there 
is  "Add  B.  W.  &  Co.  or  B.  &  W.  to  orders"  ?  -  Yes. 

"What  is  that  for  ? —  Just  the  same  as  you  sometimes  fix  a  bolt 
on  a  dcor  as  well  as  a  lcck.  It  was  simply  as  an  additional  pre- 
caution. 


The  Art  of  Retouching,  with  a  chapter  on  portraiture.  By 
J.  Hubert,  F.R.P.S.  12th  ed.  7  x  4f.  Pp.  84.  Is.  net. 
London  :  Hazell,  Watson  &  Viney  (Limited). 

The  first  edition  of  this  volume — No.  6— of  the  Amateur 
Photographer  Library  was  published  in  1890.  The  present  is 
a  revision  of  the  earlier  book.  It  is  a  capital  guide  to 
retouching,  as  far  as  that  subject  can  be  taught  from  books, 
and  is  by  an  author  who  thoroughly  understands  what  he  is 
writing  about. 

Carbon  Photography  Made  Easy.  By  Thomas  Illingavorth 
7x4.  Pp.  154.  Is.  net.  London  :  Iliffe  &  Sons  (Limited) 

A  GOOD  guide  to  this  at  once  the  oldest  and  simplest  of 
photographic  printing-processes.  Uniformity  of  colour, 
permanency,  and  artistic  effects  are  other  recommendations 
of  the  carbon  process.  Mr.  Hlingworth  is  an  enthusiast,  and 
a  perusal  of  this  book  will  doubtless  be  the  means  of 
inducing  many  an  amateur  and  professional  photographer 
to  try  the  process.  The  author  candidly  states  his  connection 
with  a  firm  whose  speciality  is  the  supply  of  carbon- 
process  materials,  but  this  we  look  upon  as  a  guarantee  of 
the  practical  nature  of  the  book. 

The  Microscopical  Examination  of  Foods  and  Drugs.  By 
H.  G.  Greenish,  F.I.O.,  F.L.S.  Pp.  xxiv.  and  321. 
10a-.  6d.  net.    London  :  J.  &  A.  Churchill. 

The  scope  of  this  work  is  naturally  somewhat  limited, 
but  all  that  it  treats  of  is  well  done  and  with  that  thorough- 
ness which  one  expects  of  the  author.  In  a  book  deal- 
ing exclusively  with  microscopic  examination,  the  first 


necessity  is  accurate  drawings,  and  the  second  that  they 
should  be  well  produced.  Both  these  needs  have  been  well 
met  in  the  present  case.  The  book  deals  with  starches, 
including  those  of  turmeric  and  giDger,  in  addition  to  the 
usual  starches ;  hairs  and  textile  fibres,  including  wool, 
cotton,  flax,  hemp,  jute,  and  Manila  hemp;  fp-jres  and 
glands;  ergot;  woods;  stems  ;  leaves ;  barks ;  seeds;  fruits; 
rhizomes  and  roots.  The  thoroughness  with  which  the 
author  has  placed  before  his  readers  as  much  information 
as  is  possible  is  shown,  for  example,  by  the  fact  that 
nine  pages,  with  five  excellent  illustrations,  are  devoted 
to  cascara  sagrada.  Many  of  the  drugs  dealt  with  one 
rarely  requires  to  examine,  but  with  high  prices  one  should 
always  watch  the  quality  of  these  little-examined  articles, 
especially  when  they  are  in  the  form  of  powders,  or  when 
there  is  a  possibility  of  admixture  even  in  the  whole  state 
with  "  false  "  drugs.  In  the  group  included  under  the  head  of 
"foods,"  we  find  excellent  treatment  of  cocoa,  tea,  mustard, 
pepper,  and  the  like,  so  that  this  work  will  be  found  of  the 
greatest  use  to  the  analyst,  and  should  be  indispensable  to 
the  advanced  pharmacist.  For  those  who  are  proceeding  to 
the  Major  examination  the  book  is  of  great  use,  for  it  is 
the  only  one  published  in  this  country  which  instructs  as 
well  as  informs. §  We  find  the  information  well  up  to  date, 
but  we  may  mention  one  point  as  of  general  interest,  rather 
than  with  critical  reference  to  Professor  Greenish's  work. 
Most  text-books  have  stated  that  capsicums  are  devoid  of 
starch  ;  we  find  nothing  to  guide  us  here.  Within  the  past 
few  months  samples  of  Cayenne  pepper  have  been  con- 
demned by  public  analysts  on  account  of  the  presence  of 
starch,  and  reported  to  contain  a  little  ginger  on  that 
account.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  conclusion  has  been 
shown  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Stead  to  be  erroneous,  and  no  prosecu- 
tions have  followed.  Cayenne  contains  small  starch- grain?, 
which  are  easily  found  when  the  tissues  are  exhausted  with 
ether  and  stained  with  iodine. 

The  Business  Encyclopaedia  and  Legal  Adviser.  Vol.  V. 
(PRI— Z.)  By  W.  S.  M.  Knight,  Barrister-at-law. 
9i  x  7.    Pp.  314.    Is.  6:1.    Caxton  Publishing  Company. 

The  penultimate  volume  of  this  excellent  work  is  as 
interesting  aDd  quite  as  topical  as  any  of  the  others  already 
reviewed;  for  under  "IB/'  comes  "Protection  and  Free- 
trade  " — a  burning  subject  of  the  day.  The  pros  and  cons 
of  the  dispute  are  set  forth  in  a  concise  manner  under  the 
heading  given,  but  under  "  Zollverein  "  there  are  thirty  pages 
devoted  to  an  historical  and  careful  disquisition  on  the  same 
subject,  which  must  have  cost  a  considerable  amount  of 
research.  As  a  piece  of  special  pleading  on  behalf  of  pro- 
tection, this  article  alone  is  well  worth  reading  by  business 
men  of  every  political  faith.  To  the  pharmacist,  pure  and 
;  simple,  there  are  various  items  of  special  interest  in  this 
volume.  The  question  of  "Rating  and  Local  Taxation," 
exhaustively  considered,  is  of  vital  importance  to  every 
tradesman.  The  statutes  which  have  particular  application 
to  shops  and  shopkeepers  are  specially  dealt  with  under 
"  Shop,"  and  the  entire  legal  requirements  regarding  the 
methylation  of  spirits  and  the  sale  of  methylated  spirit  are 
gone  into  under  the  section  "  Spirits,  methylated."  Dealing 
with  veterinary  surgeons,  Mr.  Knight  states  that  the  adop- 
tion of  a  signboard  such  as  "  Veterinary  Forge,"  signifying 
apparently  that  the  proprietor  is  a  veterinary  surgeon,  is  an 
offence  unless  the  proprietor  of  the  forge  is  a  qualified  vete- 
rinarian. He  recalls,  however,  the  case  of  the  R.C.V.S.  v. 
Groves,  in  which  the  author  of  a  book,  who  described 
himself  on  its  cover  as  a  "  pharmaceutical  and  veterinary 
chemist,"  was  held  not  to  have  committed  any  offence.  The 
Appendix  contains  particulars  of  the  values  of  foreign  coins 
in  British  and  United  States  currency,  and  the  weights  and 
measures  of  foreign  countries  with  the  English  equivalents. 
There  are  also  a  table  of  the  cases  referred  to  in  the  volumes, 
and  a  very  complete  and  useful  index.  The  frontispiece  gives 
representations  (in  colours)  of  the  coats  of  arms  of  trade  cor- 
porations, and  there  are  excellent  illustrations  in  half-tone 
of  Bristol  Bridge,  High  Level  and  Swing  Bridges,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  Prince's  Dock,  Hull  Market-place,  Nottingham,  and 
numerous  portraits  of  successful  business  men.  Mr.  J.  Holt 
Schooling's  diagrams  illustrate  the  coinage  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  the  work  of  the  Post-office,  the  time-waste  of  strikers, 
and  a  year's  railway  work. 
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©fcservations  ant)  IReflecttone, 

By  Xeayser. 

Herbert  Spencer 

wrote  an  essay  on  "  The  Morals  of  Trade  "  in 
1859.  It  was  not  one  of  his  most  finished  literary  works, 
but  perhaps  the  famous  philosopher  wrote  nothing  more 
practically  useful  in  all  his  later  volumes.  For  this  essay 
was  a  factor,  and  a  rather  influential  one,  in  bringing  about 
the  various  statutes  which,  during  the  past  forty  years,  have 
contributed  so  largely  t  J  the  rectification  and  edification  of 
commercial  character.  When  it  was  written  there  was  a 
very  solid  foundation  for  the  theory  which  Spencer  quoted 
and  endorsed — that  honesty  in  business  led  almost  inevitably 
to  bankruptcy.  Adulteration  by  the  retail  shopkeeper  he 
pissed  over  as  too  universally  recognised  to  need  proving. 
It  was  the  established  frauds  in  wholesale  and  manufactur- 
ing dealings  which  he  chiefly  concerned  himself  with.  The 
bribery  of  buyers,  the  tricks  on  retailers,  the  false  markings, 
fraudulent  tares,  weighting  silk,  and  accommodation  bills 
which  had  the  same  effect  as  forgeries,  and  in  the  handling 
of  which  bankers  became  accessories  to  contingent  robbery, 
which  he  denounced.  Spencer  had  evidently  taken  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  to  verify  his  information,  and  his  exhibits 
were  probably  not  far  from 

Fair  Samples  of  British  Commerce 

at  that  day.  The  author 
was  at  the  same  time  sympathetic  towards  the  traders,  who, 
lie  recognised,  were  almost  compelled  by  their  environment 
to  lie  and  cheat  in  the  conventional  ways,  and  might  even 
console  themselves  with  the  assurance  that  many  of  the 
frauds  had  become  so  conventional  as  to  be  hardly  deceptive. 
Calico  marked  36  yards  was  understood  to  be  only  31  yards  ; 
the  12  yards  mark  on  tape  had  really  no  meaning  ;  14  per 
cent,  tare  was  allowed  on  sugar,  but  it  had  come  to  be  looked 
on  as  almost  fair  competition  to  weight  the  hogsheads ;  bribes 
to  buyers  in  big  firms  were  so  general  as  to  have  but  little 
effect,  and  so  on.  Mr.  Spencer  did  not  demand  legislation 
rjrobably  did  not  desire  it.  He  was  one  who  had  little  faith 
in  legislation,  and  a  terror  of  over-legislation.  There  is  d0 
remedy,  he  wrote  in  that  very  essay,  save  a  purified  public 
opinion.  The  whole  evil  he  traced  to  an  indiscriminate 
respect  paid  to  wealth.  Mammon's  worshippers  are  cer- 
tainly not  less  numerous  or  less  assiduous  now  than  they 
were  fifty  years  ago,  and  probably  the  proportion  of  rogues 
to  honest  men  has  not  varied  much.  The  "  Complete 
English  Tradesman"  of  whom  Defoe  wrote  in  1725  was 
much  the  same  kind  of  person  as  Herbert  Spencer  found  him 
in  1859.  Under  the  first  of  the  Georges  he  "  could  not  live 
without  lying";  he  used  "false  lights  in  his  shop  to  give  a 
delusive  appearance  to  his  goods";  and  he  was  rascal 
enough  to  keep  a  bag  of  spurious  or  debased  coin,  and  to 
triumph  in  his  skill  when  he  could  get  rid  of  any.  Under 
Queen  Victoria  he  defrauded  his  customers  a  little  more 
scientifically,  but  the  effect  was  the  same.  It  can  hardly  be 
doubted  that  legislation  has  done  much  to  reform  us.  Penal 
Acts  have  made  the  way  of  transgressors  risky,  and,  what  is 
of  infinitely  more  importance,  have  provided  a  fairer  chance 
for  the  men  who  prefer  to  be  honest ;  and  these  constitute, 
and  perhaps  always  did  constitute,  an  enormous  majority. 

The  New  "  C.  &  D.  Diary" 

is  a  monument  recording  the 
strange  revolution  effected,  or  to  be  effected,  in  the  chemist's 
counter-trade  by  the  High  Court  judgments  of  last  March 
£nd  April.  It  would  be  rash  to  assume  that  we  have  yet 
trrived  at  fiEality  in  the  application  of  those  judgments. 
The  Comc'l  deputation  must  secure  some  concession  from 


Somerset  House  to  justify  its  intervention.  But,  broadly,  it 
may  be  assumed  that  the  practice  in  regard  to  ailment-names 
on  packed  medicines  is  settled.  Very  curious  was  the  coin- 
cidence which  brought  together  the  two  cases— Farmer  v. 
Glyn-Jones  and  Eansom  v.  Sanguinetti— out  of  which,  one 
acting  on  the  other,  the  new  interpretation  of  the  Acts 
has  evoluted.  They  turned  on  altogether  different  points  of 
law  ;  one  was  raised  on  behalf  of  the  Board,  the  other  on 
behalf  of  the  trade  ;  there  was  no  sort  of  collusion,  but  both 
cases  came  before  the  same  Court  at  the  same  time ;  and  the 
effect  of  one  has  been  so  considerably  neutralised  by  the  other, 
that  it  is  not  astonishing  if  a  good  many  chemists  who  have 
not  followed  the  discussions  minutely  are  not  perfectly  clear 
which  is  the  Glyn-Jones  and  which  the  Sanguinetti  check  or 
benefit,  as  the  case  may  be.  No  one  can  doubt,  however, 
especially  when  he  sees  the  result  before  him  in  black  and 
white— or  I  should  say  in  black  and  pink — that  the 

Prompt  Action  of  the  "  C.  &  D." 

in  seizing  for  the  trade  the 
benefits  of  the  new  reading  of  the  old  Acts  saved  a  multi- 
tude of  inconveniences,  and  can  also,  if  chemists  so  will  it, 
save  a  large  number  of  their  three-halfpences.  When  the 
Farmer  v.  Glyn-Jones  judgment  was  given  its  full  signifi- 
cance was  not  at  first  realised.  But  the  C.  D.  got  it 
established  without  delay  that  publication  of  a  formula  in 
The  Chemists'  antd  Druggists'  Diary  or  in  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas"  made  it  as  much  "known,  admitted^ 
and  approved  "  as  publication  in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  That 
seems  obvious  enough  now,  but  we  did  not  all  see  it  at  first. 
And  here  is  the  collection ;  the  most  remarkable,  I  should 
say,  that  has  ever  been  brought  together.  Probably  half  the 
formulas  given  in  the  Diary  are  for  medicines  which  have 
won  a  more  or  less  solid  local  fame.  Whether  they  are 
scientific  or  not,  they  have  done  good.  They  cover  almost 
the  whole  range  of  chemists'  medicinal  specialities, 
and  it  is  improbable  that  anyone  who  does  not  mind  giving 
a  reference  on  his  label  can  fail  to  find  here  his  formula, 
or  one  so  like  it  as  not  to  be  distinguishable. 

As  a  Study  of  Counter-prescribing 

this  collection  is  of  extra- 
ordinary interest.  It  would  be  of  real  value  if  someone, 
competent  and  perfectly  unbiassed,  would  take  it  in  hand. 
It  would  be  easy,  perhaps,  to  pick  out  items  from  the 
thousands  published  which  would  be  open  to  criticism.  But 
what  it  is  important  to  ascertain  is  whether  the  popular 
medicines  sold  by  chemists  are  on  the  whole  wisely  com- 
pounded or  not.  For  example,  there  are  about  three  hundred 
distinct  formulas  for  pills,  variously  described  as  antibilious, 
aperient,  head  and  stomach,  and  liver.  Of  these  more  than 
half  contain  mercurial  compounds,  and  three  out  of  five  of 
the  mercurial  pills  contain  it  in  the  form  of  calomel.  Podo- 
phyllin  and  other  vegetable  extracts  are  evidently  replacing 
calomel,  especially  in  the  small  liver- pills.  What  general 
comment  ought  to  be  made  in  regard  to  the  formulas  of 
these  largely  sold  pills  1  In  children's  and  infants'  cough- 
mixtures  40  per  cent,  still  contain  either  paregoric  or  syrup 
of  poppies  in  very  small  but  appreciable  doses.  Ts  this 
really  dangerous,  and  are  the  substitutes  as  effective  and 
safer  ?  Blood-mixtures  and  blood-purifiers  contain  iodide  of 
potassium  in  three-fourths  of  the  cases,  and  arsenic  in  about 
a  third  of  them.  Corrosive  sublimate  only  appears  twice  in 
nearly  a  hundred  formulas.  Do  these  medicines  really  do 
harm  to  the  people  who  take  them  1  So  we  might  go  through 
the  series.  Kemembering  that  these  recipes  represent  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  medication  of  the  country,  and  that 
it  cannot  be  appreciably  stopped,  it  would  be  a  sound  public 
service  if  some  medical  authorities  would  undertake  the 
criticism  of  the  Diary  treatise  in  a  fair  and  philanthropic 
spirit. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

CIk  "  Sanitas "  Co.,  Cim, 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  ol  the 
well -known  Non-poisonous 

"  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 

"  Soldis."   **  Okol,"    *'  Creoeide,"    "  Ochlop," 
"  Kingzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sulphugators,"  "Formle  Sulphugators,"  "  Formle  Air 
Purifiers, " 

"Formic  Fumlgators,"  "Formle  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  eent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Kingzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolic 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 
"Sanitas"  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Disinfect"  Book  will  be  sent 
free  on  application  to — 

THE  "SAMTAS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Grew,  LOKDOti.  E 

WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO. 

49  Haymarhet,  LONDON,  S.W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENCHsCERMAN 

PROPRIEIARVMEDICINES 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICFS. 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWN'S 

MINERAL  WATERS 

YIELD  A 

MAXIMUM    OF  PROFIT 

WITH  A  [2] 
JVIINISVtXJIVI     OF  TROUBLE. 


By  Appointment  to  King  Edward  VII. 

Ardwick  Green,  MANCHESTER, 


SANATOGEN 


FOOD  REMEDY  OF  HIGHEST  REPUTE 


RETAILED  AT  2/9,  5/-,  9/6. 

For  Terms,  Advertising  Matter  and  Literature  apply  to 

The  SAHATO6EH-C0.,  83  Upper  Thames  St,  London  E.C. 


Seventeenth  Edition.  Published  in  1899.   Price  12s.  Bd. 

Squire's  Companion 

TO   THE   BRITISH  PHARMACOPEIA. 


I  I 


"  Squire's  Companion '  is  virtually  a  new  book  every  time  it 
a  fa-published,  so  important  and  numerous  are  the  changes  In 
the  text  of  each  successive  edition" — Pharmaceutical  Journal, 
"ebruary  25th,  1899 

"It  is  the  cheapest  pharmaceutical  text-book  in  the  English 
anguage,  as  well  as  one  which  physicians  and  pharmacists 
could  least  do  without." — The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  February  26th. 
1899   

Obtainable  through  any  of  the  Wholesale  Souses, 
or  direct  from,  the  Publishers, 

J.  &  A.  CHURCHILL,  7  Great  Marlborough  Street,  LONDON, 

Congreve's  Balsamic  Elixir. 

Dr.  Robert  Hutchison  in  his  Lecture  on  "  Patent  Medicines  "  at  the  London 
Hospital  on  November  10th,  as  reported  in  The  Lancet  of  November  28th, 
1903,  professes  to  give  the  "  approximate  ingredients  of  various  patent  and 
proprietary  preparations."  Among  others  he  mentions  "  Congreve's 
Elixir"  as  containing  "  Benzoic  Acid,  Infusion  of  Elderberries,  Alcohol,  and 
Allspice."  The  proprietors  of  "  Congreve's  Balsamic  Elixir  "  categorically 
deny  the  correc.uess  of  this  assertion.  Of  the  four  ingredients  named,  one 
only — that  is  Alcohol  in  a  certain  form  (as  a  solvent) — is  correct,  and  not  a 
particle  of  any  one  of  the  three  other  ingredients  mentioned  is  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  this  medicine.  In  fact,  Congreve's  Elixir  contains  about 
one  dozen  different  ingredients.  It  is  interesting  to  find  that  an  attempted 
chemical  analysis  of  a  complicated  preparation  like  this  can  give  a  result  so 
far  removed  from  the  facts. 


TOMLINSON  &  CO.'S 

DAIRY  HELPS 

BUTTER  POWDER.      BUTTER  COLOUR. 
PRESERVATIVE.         CHEESE  COLOUR. 
CHEESE  RENNET. 


TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD,  Ltd.,  LINCOLN 


There  are  still  5  more  [days  to  win 


You  should  take  care  that  your  wife  and  daughter  may  not  be  disappoiute 
when  the  postman  calls  on  New  Year's  morning. 

See  page  7. 


"  Tabloid  " 

I  ask  you  to  take  your  mind  back  to  Marcli  14, 1884,  and  then  say 
with  a  mind  untrammelled  whether  this  was  then  a  fancy 
word  not  in  common  use. 
This  sentence,  which  we  paraphrase  from  Mr.  Neville's 
speech  in  summing-up  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s 
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case  on  November  27,  is  the  pivot  of  Mr.  Justice  Byrne's 
decision  in  favour  of  the  validity  of  that  firm's  trade-marks 
"tabloid"  and  "tabloids."  We  quote  it  as  the  point  to 
which  all  minds  must  return  through  legal  intricacies  and 
prejudice,  one  way  or  other,  in  order  to  get  at  the  true 
bearing  of  the  matter.  No  case  in  modern  commercial  law 
bearing  upon  pharmacy  is  at  all  comparable  with  that  of 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  v.  Thompson  &  Capper  in 
interest  and  far-reaching  effect.  Perhaps  it  will  figure  in 
legal  lore  along  with  "  Camel-hair  belting  "  and  the  few  other 
trade-mark  cases  which  have  settled  principles  that  avert 
litigation,  but  those  who  sell  "  tabloids "  and  "  tablets  " 
are  less  concerned  with  this  than  they  are  with  doing  the 
right  and  getting  their  rights. 

It  should  be  noted  that  in  the  action  Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.  did  not  seek  to  establish  that  they  are  the 
inventors  of  compressed  medicines,  or  that  they  have  the 
monopoly  of  the  sale  of  medicines  in  that  form,  nor  did  they 
seek  to  prevent  anybody  selling  compressed  medicines  not 
made  by  them.  Their  case  was  that  "  tabloid  "  products  and 
"  tabloids  "  mean  articles  manufactured  by  them,  and  when 
they  were  asked  for  the  defendants  supplied  something  else. 
There  was  practical  unanimity  amongst  the  professional  and 
trade  witnesses  on  both  sides  that  the  words  are  well  known 
as  meaning  what  the  plaintiffs  say,  and  if  they  are  used 
carelessly  or  indifferently  by  the  public,  there  was  for  the 
purpose  of  the  motion  evidence  that  the  buyers  had  been 
careful  to  convey  to  the  sellers  (when  it  appeared  necessary) 
that  by  "  tabloid "  and  "  tabloids "  they  meant  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcomes  &  Co.'s  products.  It  was  stated  for  the 
defence  that  the  latter  were  really  sold  and  labelled 
"tablets,"  but  this  was  disposed  of  in  cross-examination,  and 
it  only  served  to  strengthen  the  plaintiffs)'  case. 

The  counter-motion  to  remove  the  words  "  tabloid  "  and 
"  tabloids  "  from  the  Trade-marks  Register  is  the  usual  one 
in  passing-off  cases,  and  the  hearing  resolved  itself  into  a 
demonstration  of  facts  bearing  upon  the  counter-motion. 
The  commercial  value  of  a  trade-mark  is  commensurate  with 
the  business  to  which  it  is  attached  :  its  legal  value  depends 
upon  its  originality  and  continuous  user.  Sometimes  when 
originality  has  been  challenged,  and  the  mark  in  conse- 
quence removed,  it  has  been  found  that  user  has  established 
an  inseparable  connection  between  the  mark  and  the 
particular  class  of  goods,  so  that  the  owner  of  the  mark  has 
suffered  no  disability  by  its  de-registration,  while  frequently 
he  is  left  in  a  stronger  position  than  before.  This  would, 
in  all  likelihood,  have  been  the  result  in  the  "  tabloid  "  case 
had  the  plaintiffs  not  demonstrated  to  the  Court  that  at  the 
time  the  word  was  registered  it  was  unknown  to  the 
language,  and  did  not  really  intelligibly  describe  the  thing 
sold.  There  was  a  tendency  to  obscure  the  issue,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  "  tabloid  "  has  acquired  a  secondary  sense — to 
use  Mr.  Justice  Byrne's  expression.  The  casual  purchaser 
and  the  public  have  come  to  regard  a  tabloid  medicine  as 
something  in  small  bulk,  easily  carried,  easily  swallowed  — 
the  multiim  inparro  ;  but  not  one  of  the  professional  trade- 
witnesses  failtd  to  acknowledge  that  "tabloid"  originated 
with  the  plaintiffs.  A  few  of  the  witnesses  for  the  defence 
were  under  the  impression  that  the  word  is  so  common  now 
that  it  may  be  used  by  anybody,  and  that  was  the  state  of 
mind  with  which  Mr.  Justice  Byrne  approached  the  subject. 
He  said : 

When  the  word  "tabloid"  was  first  mentioned  I  quite  thought 
it  was  a  common  dictionary  word  in"  the  language  long  before 
1884,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  this  was  really  due  to  my  acquaint- 
ance with  the  word  as  used  in  connection  with  the  compressed 
drugs  of  the  particular  shape  I  have  described  which  have 
become  so  well  known  since  1834-.  .  .  .  Mr.  Wellcome  set  about 
finding  a  new  word,  and  invented  the  word  "  tabloid."    This  word 


was  certainly  not  in  common  use,  for  it  wa3  unknown  before,  and 
was  used  by  his  firm  for  the  first  time. 

Having  thus  established  the  originality  of  the  word,  the 
restriction  of  its  use  to  the  originators  follows,  if  it  is  not 
descriptive—  i.e.,  has  no  reference  to  the  character  or  quality 
of  the  goods.  At  one  stage  of  the  case  it  seemed  to  be  a 
toss-up  which  side  would  win  ;  but  Lord  Lindley's  judgment 
in  the  "Bovril"  appeal  gave  Mr.  Justice  Byrne  a  precedent 
for  saying  that  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  word  should  be 
absolutely  unsuggestive,  and  he  found  as  a  fact  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  word  "tabloid"  to  denote  convexity  or  com- 
pression. This  reference  to  fact  makes  the  decision  excep- 
tionally strong,  and,  whether  there  is  an  appeal  or  not,  it  is 
worthy  of  observation  that  Mr.  Justice  Byrne's  judgments 
are  noted  for  their  stability  on  appeal. 


The  Spirits  Act,  1741. 

We  observe  that  the  Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association  asks 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  get  the  Revenue  authorities 
to  enforce  the  above  Act  more  thoroughly.  We  hope  the 
Council  will  think  twice  before  doiDg  so.  Strict  enforcement 
will  cut  two  ways.  Persons  who  are  not  "chymists"  (and 
the  law  does  not  exclude  companies  from  that  term)  would 
not  be  able  to  sell  spirituous  medicines  without  a  spirit- 
licence,  and  those  who  are  "  chy mists  "  would  need  to  make 
sure  that  every  pennyworth  of  tincture,  sweet  nitre,  &c, 
they  sell  is  for  a  sick,  lame,  or  distempered  person.  This 
would  be  a  nice  little  addition  to  the  chemist's  list  of 
worries. 

The  Hamilton  Sheep=dip  Case. 

On  October  17  Sheriff-Substitute  Thomson,  sitting  at 
Hamilton,  dismissed  an  action  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  against  a  Strathaven  ironmonger  for  selling  arsenical 
sheep-dip  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  because 
Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  declined  to  say  who  gave  information  about 
the  defendant.  Mr.  Morison,  for  the  Society,  asked  the 
Sheriff-Substitute  to  state  a  case,  which  the  Sheriff  has 
since  done.  Mr.  Thomas  G.  Dobbs,  of  Worcester,  informs  us 
that  the  Society  have  given  notice  of  their  intention  not  to 
proceed  further  with  the  appeal.  This,  we  should  add,  is 
not  due  to  the  demerits  of  the  case  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
had.  We  learn  from  another  source  that  the  usual  practice 
in  framing  statements  of  appeal  was  departed  from  in  this 
case.  Instead  of  the  framing  being  done  by  the  parties  to 
the  action,  with  the  assibtance  of  the  Sheriff  (as  is 
customary),  we  are  informed  that  the  Sheriff  framed  the  state- 
ment himself.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  have  paid  two 
guineas  expenses  rather  than  go  to  the  Court  of  Session  on 
the  case  as  stated. 

Three  Months'  Grace. 

We  give  elsewhere  in  this  issue  particulars  of  an  extension 
of  time  which  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  have  granted 
in  respect  to  the  use  of  ailment-name  labels  duty  free. 
They  have  changed  the  date  from  December  31,  1903,  to 
March  31,  1904.    Our  Bloomsbury  friends  say  : 

It  must  be  particularly  gratifying  to  members  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  to  know  that  Mr.  Bremridge's  letter,  sent  on 
behalf  of  the  Council,  has  so  rapidly  been  productive  of  good 
effect,  and  it  is  equally  pleasant  to  meet  with  so  practical  a  proof 
of  the  consideration  which  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue 
are  willing  to  give  to  the  grievances  of  chemists  when  officially 
voiced.  The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  as  well  as  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  is  to  be  congratulated  on  this  litest 
decision. 

In  view  of  the  facts  stated  on  page  1004,  the  congratulations 
-  should  with  perfect  justice  be  reserved  for  favours  to  come. 
We  do  not  think  the  Council  deputation  would  dream  of 
claiming  credit  for  work  which  was  done  by  other  bodies. 
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Mr.  Chattaway's  "Digest." 

The  medical  journals  approvingly  refer  to  the  "  Digest  of 
Researches  and  Criticisms"  which  Mr.  W.  Chafctaway  has 
prepared  for  the  General  Medical  Council.  The  Lancet 
remarks  that  the  "  Digest"  contains  much  information  in  a 
form  immediately  available  for  inclusion  in  a  revised 
Pharmacopoeia ;  but  that  it  is  also  clear  that  many  of  the 
criticisms  and  suggestions  will  need  verification  and  new 
investigations  before  the  present  authoritative  statements 
can  be  set  aside  or  amended.  The  British  Medical  Journal 
and  the  Lancet  both  refer  to  the  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the 
investigations  recorded  are  the  work  of  individual  pharm- 
acists— a  fact  that  speaks  for  the  healthy  condition  of 
pharmacy.  Without  the  aid  of  these  investigations  the 
National  Pharmacopoeia  would  be  a  poor  work,  but  to  get  an 
acknowledgment,  however  tardy,  of  the  voluntary  and 
important  help  rendered  by  pharmacists  in  compiling  the 
volume  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

Combating-  Plumbism. 

The  amended  special  rales  under  the  Factory  Acts  for  the 
manufacture  and  decoration  of  earthenware  and  china  as 
established  after  arbitration  are  now  available,  andiare  to 
come  into  operation  after  February  1,  1903-.  Reference  has 
been  made  to  the  matter  in  previous  issues  of  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,  but  it  is  as  well  to  repeat  the  method  of 
testing  glaze  for  lead  now  that  the  test  has  been  finally 
settled.  No  glaze  may  be  used  that  yields  to  a  dilute 
solution  of  hydrochloric  acid  more  than  5  per  cent,  of  its  dry 
weight  of  a  soluble  lead-compound  calculated  as  lead 
monoxide  when  determined  as  follows: 

A  weighed  quantity  of  dried  material  ia  to  b9  continuously 
shaken  for  one  hour  at  tha  common  temperature  with  1,000  times 
its  weight  of  an  aqueous  solution  of  hydrochloric  acid  containing 
0-25  per  cent,  of  HC1.  This  solution  is  thereafter  to  be  allowed 
to  stand  for  one  hour  and  to  be  passed  through  a  filter.  The  lead 
salt  contained  in  an  aliquot  portion  of  the  clear  filtrate  is  then  to 
be  precipitated  as  lead  sulphide  and  weighed  as  lead  sulphate. 

Manufacturers  who  do  not  adopt  the  leadless  glaze  are 
required  to  give  notice  of  the  fact  and  to  adopt  a  scheme  of 
compensation  prescribed  in  a  schedule  of  the  rules. 

"Letty's"  Pharmacy. 

Letty,  as  everyone  who  has  seen  Mr.  Pinero's  latest  play 
is  aware,  is  subject  to  fainting-fits — not  for  the  same  reason 
as  the  heroines  of  a  hundred  years  ago,  who  fainted  because 
it  was  the  proper  thing  to  do  occasionally,  but  because  she 
has  what  her  doctor  calls  "a  tired  heart."  In  the  second 
act  she  tells  a  girl  friend  that  he  has  given  her  a  prescrip- 
tion, and,  on  being  urged  to  send  it  to  be  made  up  at  once, 
replies  that  she  will  take  it  to  Wilcox's  herself  later,  adding 
that  they  will  be  open.  "Saturday?"  queries  her  friend, 
continuing,  after  a  moment,  "  I  have  seen  their  lights  burn- 
ing, now  I  come  to  think  of  it."  It  is  very  probable — 
although  the  literature  of  the  English  drama  is  so  voluminous 
that  no  one  can  be  sure— that  Mr.  Pinero  has  here  established 
a  precedent ;  thinly  disguised  commercial  names  are  familiar 
enough,  even  to  the  youngest  playgoer,  but  in  the  present 
instance  no  disguise  is  used.  The  nearest  that  Shakespeare 
ever  came  to  so  detailed  a  reference  remains  in  the  jeer  of 
Falstaff  at  young  gallants  who  "  smell  like  Bucklersbury  in 
simple-time" — an  allusion  to  druggists  who  were  the  lineal 
predecessors  of  Messrs.  Horner  &  Son.  Mr.  Pinero,  it  is 
clear,  would  not  have  been  satisfied,  had  he  created  a 
Falstaff,  with  generalities  about  Bucklersbury  ;  he  would  at 
least  have  given  the  names  of  its  apothecaries  and  their 
hours  of  business.  Curious  people  are  asking  why  he  has 
made  his  innovation.  Perhaps  he  thinks  that  Messrs.  Wilcox 
are  not  exactly  a  firm  pure  and  simple,  but  rather  an  institu- 
tion like,  say,  the  British  navy.  But  conjecture  is  useless. 
Congratulations  to  Messrs.  Wilcox. 


An  Ancient  Pharmacopoeia. 

From  an  interesting  paper  presented  at  the  recent  Inter- 
national Congress  of  Medicine  at  Madrid,  it  appears  that 
Barcelona  enjoyed  a  Pharmacopoeia  as  long  ago  as  1535  — 
nearly  a  hundred  years  before  the  publication  of  the  first 
London  Pharmacopoeia.  The  word  "  enjoyed"  may  be  taken 
as  strictly  accurate,  for  the  book  in  question  was  entitled 
"La  Concordia,"  on  account  of  its  production  by  mutual 
agreement  between  physicians  and  druggists.  It  contained, 
naturally,  most  of  the  trusted  specifics — viper-pastilles, 
pearl-electuary,  and  the  rest — that  make  our  own  early 
Pharmacopoeias  such  quaint  reading.  Will  not  someone  be 
bold  enough  to  revive  a  few  of  these  elegant  galenicals  '.' 
Vipers  (real)  and  pearls  (artificial)  are  both,  for  example 
fairly  plentiful. 

Toxins  and  Liquid  Air. 

Low- temperature  research  at  one  time  seemed  most  un- 
promising as  regards  practical  application,  and  biology  seemed 
the  last  domain  that  it  would  penetrate.  Yet,  as  we  have 
previously  mentioned,  Dr.  Allan  Macfadyen,  of  the  Lister 
Institute  of  Preventive  Medicine  has  obtained  most  important 
results  by  freezing  bacteria  with  liquid  air.  He  told  an 
audience  at  the  Institute  recently  what  he  has  done  by 
mechanically  grinding  the  organisms  while  frozen  to  a  brittle 
condition,  and  thus  obtaining  the  contents  of  the  ruptured 
cells  unaffected  by  heat  or  the  presence  of  other  modifying 
agents.  He  pointed  out  that  the  conclusion  had  been  reached 
that  there  are  two  kinds  of  bacterial  poisons — soluble  toxins, 
which  are  excreted  by  the  bacteria,  and  cellular  toxins,  which 
are  contained  within  their  body-substance.  Diphtheria  and 
tetanus  poisons  are  extra-cellular,  and  are  met  with  in  the 
nutrient  fluids  in  which  the  organisms  are  cultivated.  But 
typhoid  and  plague  toxins  are  practically  absent  from  the 
culture-fluids,  and  in  such  cases  the  presumption  is  that  the 
toxins  are  intra-cellular.  But  if  antitoxic  principles  of  treat- 
ment are  to  be  devised,  they  must  be  based  oa  a  knowledge 
of  the  nature  and  properties  of  these  cellular  poisons,  and  a 
vital  question  for  bacteriologists  at  present  is  the  relation  of 
intra-cellular  toxins  to  immunity.  Dr.  Macfadyen  stated  that 
a  10-per-cent.  solution  of  the  intra-cellular  constituents  of  the 
typhoid  bacillus  produces  toxic  symptoms  when  injected  into 
experimental  animals.  These  experiments  were  tried  to  dis- 
cover how  far  the  toxic  typhoid  cell-juices  can  be  used  for 
immunising-purposes,  and  it  was  found  that  the  serum  of 
monkeys,  into  which  they  had  been  injected  possesses  anti- 
bacterial and  antitoxic  properties,  inasmuch  as  it  protects  the 
experimental  animals  against  the  bacilli  and  also  against  an 
intra-cellular  toxin  obtained  from  them.  It  was  further 
found  that  such  a  serum  possesses  curative  and  preventive 
properties  as  regards  the  typhoid  bacillus  and  an  intra-cellular 
toxin  present  in  the  same  organism.  Dr.  Macfadyen  con- 
siders that  there  is  experimental  justification  for  putting  the 
observations  to  a  therapeutic  test.  He  also  mentioned  that 
the  cell  juices  of  the  tubercle  bacillus  can  be  obtained  with 
ease  and  in  the  course  of  a  day  by  the  freezing  method, 
whereas  Koch's  new  tuberculin  takes  about  seven  days  to 
make. 

For  Various  Things. 

A  chemist  in  the  Midlands  has  a  pick-me-up  which  works 
so  effectively  that  he  has  decided  to  adopt  the  following  in 
its  praise : 

One  man  drinks  it  because  he  is  gay,  another  because  he  is 
sorrowful ;  one  because  the  weather  is  wet,  another  because  it  is 
dry ;  one  because  he  works  so  hard,  another  because  he  has 
nothing  to  do  ;  one  because  he  has  met  an  old  friend,  another 
because  he  has  parted  from  one ;  one  becauss  it  is  cold,  another 
because  it  is  hot ;  one  because  he  is  alone,  another  because  he  is 
amongst  companions ;  one  to  keep  himself  awake,  another  to  send 
himself  to  sleep  ;  one  because  he  is  going  to  a  wedding,  another 
because  he  is  going  to  a  funeral. 

We  advise  this  chemist  to  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  Not 
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single  one  of  the  reasons  for  drinkiDg  the  liquid  entitles  him 
to  sell  it  without  ft  spirit- licence  ;  and  each  one  is  an  invita- 
tion to  an  Excise  officer  to  summon  him  under  the  Spirits 
Acts. 

"Confessions  of  the  Yellow  Drug  Trust." 

This  is  the  title  of  a  small  yellow-coloured  folder  which 
ccmes  to  us  from  the  other  side,  and  professes  to  tell  what 
goes  on  in  the  pharmacy  of  a  San  Francisco  drug  company. 
A  sample  of  the  twelve  confessions  suffices  to  show  how  the 
war  against  substitution  is  waged  over  there  : 

We  Confess — 

1.  That  our  policy  is  substitution. 

We  Confess— 

2.  That  three  time3  out  of  five  we  can  sell  you  something 
eke  than  what  you  ask  for. 

We  Confess— 

3.  That  all  our  clerks,  to  hold  their  positions,  must  sell 
at  least  $300  worth  of  substituted  goods  a  month, 

A  sworn  affidavit  supports  these  confessions.  It  was  made 
by  five  assistants  formerly  in  the  employment  of  the  com- 
pany. It  declares  that  each  of  them  was  required  to  sell 
$300  worth  of  substitutes  per  month,  and  received  a  com- 
mission of  5  per  cent,  upon  all  sales  above  $300.  It  strikes 
us  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  sadly  need  revision  if 
they  cannot  cope  with  commercial  depravity  of  this  nature. 


Htmlteratefc  Spike  Oil 

By  E.  J.  Parry,  B.Sa,  F.I.C.,  and  C.  T.  Bennett,  Ph.C. 


DURING  the  past  few  months  very  large  quantities  of 
adulterated  spike  oil  have  appeared  on  this  market, 
which  we  have  good  reason  to  believe  has  been  specially  pre- 
pared so  as  to  pass  the  ordinary  tests  to  which  spike  oil  is 
usually  subjected.  The  sp.  gr.  optical  rotation,  and 
solubility  are  within  the  limits  given  by  most  authorities  for 
this  oil,  but  a  fuller  examination  reveals  the  presence  of  seme 
one  or  more  foreign  bodies. 

The  sp.  gr.  of  pure  spike  oil  is  somewhat  variable, 
so  that  in  this  respect  no  alteration  in  the  usually  adopted 
figures  of,  say,  0-904-0-915  is  possible.  The  optical  rotation 
is  usually  given  as  up  to  +  7°.  We  have  generally  found  that 
samples  with  a  rotation  over  +  5°  are  very  suspicious,  and 
that  ■+  4°  is  the  usual  upper  limit. 

The  solubility-figure,  however,  requires,  in  our  opinion, 
som3  revision.  We  have  mixed  pure  spike  oils  with  25  per  cent, 
of  certain  cheap  adulterants  without  causing  them  to  vary 
outside  the  limits  of  pure  spike  oil  in  respect  of  sp.  gr., 
optical  rotation,  and  the  usually  accepted  solubility.  By 
reducing  the  70-per-cent.  alcohol  to  65-per-cent.  (a  more 
extended  examination  may  render  it  possible  to  reduce  this 
to  even60-per-cent.),  and  using  six  volumes  at  15°  C ,  we  find 
that  pure  oils  are  soluble,  whilst  additions  of  5  to  10  per  cent, 
of  most  adulterants  disturb  this  solubility.  We  therefore  pro- 
pose that  the  standard  alcohol  used  for  the  solubility-test 
with  this  oil  be  reduced  to  six  volumes  of  65-per-cent.  strength. 
In  order  to  guard  further  against  the  addition  of  carefully 
prepared  mixtures  which  might  pass  these  requirements,  we 
think  it  necessary  that  a  fractional  distillation  be  made  and 
the  various  fractions  be  fully  examined. 

The  usual  adulterants  are  turpentine,  oil  of  rosemary  of  the 
commonest  quality,  and  safrol.  In  one  sample  we  have  recently 
had,  a  fraction  was  obtained  boiling  between  230°  and  240°  C, 
which  had  a  sp.  gr.  of  0  986,  was  optically  inactive, 
and  had  a  refractive  index  1-4980.  Its  odour  was  very 
marked,  and  was  sufficient  to  identify  it  as  being  chiefly 
safrol,  with  which  the  physical  characters  are  in  complete 
accord.  A  fractional  distillation  reveals  practically  any 
adulterant  that  is  likely  to  be  added  to  spike  oil  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  be  remunerative.  The  percentage  of  esters  and 
alcohols  present  should  also  be  determined,  as  these  figures 
will  give  useful  information  if  rosemary  oil  is  suspected. 


Cbemfcal  Society 


THE  last  meeting  for  the  year  was  held  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon last,  when  the  chair  was  taken  by  the  President, 
Dr.  W.  A.  Tilden,  F.R.S.  There  was  a  comparatively  small 
attendance,  and  the  papers  were  of  little  interest  from  a 
pharmaceutical  point  of  view. 

The  Action  of  Bases  on  Cotarnine 

was  the  title  of  the  first  paper,  contributed  by  Messrs. 
Dobbie,  Lauder,  and  Tinkler.  These  authors  hive  already 
shown  that  when  cotarnine  is  dissolved  in  dissociating 
solvents,  such  as  water  and  alcohol,  the  solutions  have  a 
yellow  colour.  The  latter  is  destroyed  by  the  addition  of 
alkalies  to  the  solutions,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  this 
decolorisation  is  effected  is  dependent  on  the  nature  and 
concentration  of  the  alkali  added.  In  this  way  the  authors 
have  been  able  to  devise  a  new  method  of  comparing  the 
strengths  of  the  common  alkalies  ;  and  they  propose  to  extend 
this  work  with  hydrastinine,  which  in  behaviour  lesembles 
cotarnine  and  admits  of  more  accurate  measurements.  Dr. 
Dobbie  was  followed  by  Dr.  Divers,  who  read  first  a  paper 
by  his  former  colleague,  Dr.  Haga,  of  the  Tokio  University, 
on 

OXIMIKO-SULPHONIC  ACIDS. 

These  substances  are  obtained  by  the  interaction  of 
sodium  metasulphite  with  sodium  nitrite  and  treatment  of 
the  resulting  precipitate  with  lead  oxide.  In  this  way  an 
orange-coloured  substance,  which  dissolves  in  hot  water, 
miking  a  purple  solution,  is  produced ;  this,  Dr.  Haga 
finds,  is  a  peroxylaminesulphonate  of  sodium.  According  to 
Dr.  Divers,  the  free  acid  of  this  componnd  is  identical  with 
Sabatier's  "  nitrodisulphonic  acid,"  which  is  produced  occa- 
sionally in  the  Gay-Lussac  towers  of  sulphuiic-acid  works, 
and  is  the  cause  of  the  violet  colouration  sometimes  seen  in 
badly  made  acid.  Dr.  Divers  also  draws  from  Dr.  Haga's 
woik  the  conclusion  that  nitrogen  peroxide  has  the  formula 

O  N  O 
ONO 

and  that  in  this  substance  the  nitrogen  is  trivalent,  which 
necessitates  the  formula  being  written  in  the  ejelic  form. 

Dr.  Divers  was  in  particularly  good  form,  and  the  President 
expressed  the  sentiments  of  the  meeting  when  he  called  upon 
him  again  and  again  to  give  the  gist  of  successive  papers. 
Thus  it  happened  that  the  majority  of  the  communications 
on  the  list  were 

Taken  as  Read. 

These  included  two  of  special  interest  to  our  readers.  One 
of  them  was  from  the  Government  Laboratories  in  Clement's 
Inn  Passage,  on  the  detection  and  estimation  of  methyl 
alcohol  in  mixtures  of  ethyl  and  methyl  alcohols.  The 
method  depends  upon  the  action  of  potassium  bichromate 
and  sulphuric  acid  on  the  two  alcohols.  The  amount  of 
acid  formed  is  taken  as  a  measure  of  the  ethyl  alcohol 
present,  and  the  process  differs  from  Dupie's  in  that  the 
amount  of  carbonic  anhydride  is  weighed.  The  paper  also 
described  how  the  method  is  applied  to  the  analysis  of 
commercial  methylated  spirit,  tinctures,  and  other  medicinal 
preparations.  All  the  details  are  reserved  for  publication  in 
the  Journal  of  the  Society.  The  second  paper  of  interest  to 
the  drug- trade  was  by  Mr.  Kelway  Banibcr,  agricultural 
chemist  to  the  Government  of  Ceylon,  who  has  been  devoting 
much  time  lately  to  the  examination  of  citronella  oil,  with  a 
view  to  devising  a  process  which  will  enable  the  purity  or 
impurity  of  the  oil  to  be  demonstrated.  The  results  of  his 
labours  have  been  communicated  provisionally  to  the 
Society,  but  they  are  not  yet  in  form  available  for  publication. 

We  learn  from  another  source  that  the  test  is  as  follows  : 
A  certain  quantity  of  a  pure  fatty  oil  insoluble  in  alcohol  is 
taken.  The  citronella  oil  to  be  tested  is  added,  and  the  oils 
are  mixed  and  shaken  up  for  one  minute  with  10  volumes  of 
alcohol  of  a  certain  strength.  The  mixture  is  then  put  into  a 
milk  centrifugal  machine  and  revolved  for  one  minute,  when 
thevolumeof  fatty  oilplus  any  adulterant  from  the  citronella 
oil  can  b3  immediately  read  off  and  the  percentage  cal- 
culated.   Four  tests  can  be  made  in  about  five  minutes. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


"Little  Mary." 

Sir, — In  London  last  week  I  saw  Mr.  Barrie's  charming, 
chaffing,  "  uncomfortable  play,"  "  Little  Mary."  The  play- 
goer enjoys  the  possibly  intentional  exaggeration  of  the 
clever  portrayal  of  the  family  physician  and  the  eminent 
consultant,  and  the  character  of  Terence  Reilly,  the  chemist 
and  druggist,  does  not  offend  the  sense  of  dignity  of  our 
calling.  Most  of  us  have  realised  the  knowledge  that  some 
of  the  prescriptions  placed  in  cur  hands  to  dispense  are  not 
exactly  what  will  effect  cures,  even  as  Terence  Rsilly 
implies.  The  prologue  from  its  general  mise  en  seine  is  evi- 
dently intended  to  repreent  some  old-style  apothecary's, 
and  not  a  modern  drug-store  ;  yet  the  producer  has  marred 
his  stage-picture  with  large  dummy  packages  of  two  or 
three  modern  advertised  hair- producers — "Scratcho"  and 
others — a  much-vaunted  food,  and  a  certain  so-called 
saint's  oil — all  displayed  vulgarly  as  stage-properties.  To 
my  mind  it  is  unfortunate  to  destroy  a  quaint,  pathetic 
scene  by  the  introduction  of  these  anachronisms,  even  as  it 
would  be  to  see  the  front  of  the  apothecary's  house  in 
"  Romeo  and  Juliet "  ornamented  with  globes  of  coloured 
water  and  advertisements  of  "Tommy  Dodd's  Pills"  and 
"Sister  Seagull's  Syrup."  I  expected  more  aitistic  percep- 
tion in  a  production  by  Sir  Charles  Wyndham. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Harrogate,  November  28.  John  A.  Wilson. 

Swaet-nitre  Prosecutions. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  December  12  there  appeared  a 
notice  of  a  prosecution  which  took  place  in  Sydney  for  the 
sale  of  sweet  nitre  alleged  to  be  deficient  in  strength.  "  Two 
ounces  of  the  spiiit  was  put  into  an  8-oz.  bottle,  corked,  and 
the  neck  dipped  into  melted  sealing-wax.  The  Magistrate 
dismissed  the  case,  but  would  not  allow  costs."  It  seems 
desirable  in  view  of  the  frequent  want  of  knowledge  displayed 
on  the  part  of  officials,  and  the  frequent  recurrence  of  prose- 
cutions in  this  connection,  to  again  direct  attention  to  work 
published  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  May  25,  1901, 
in  which  was  shown  the  necessity  of  collecting  and  preserving 
samples  of  sweet  nitre  for  analysis  under  special  conditions 
only.  If  these  conditions  are  not  attended  to,  great  in- 
justice is  liable  to  occur.  The  conditions  are  that  the  bottles 
used  should  be 

(1)  Dry.  _ 

(2)  0£  suitable  size,  so  that  they  are  completely  filled, 

(3)  Of  amber  glass,  or  else  wrapped  in  brown  paper  and  sealed. 

(4)  Securely  closed.  If  corks  are  used  they  should  be  of 
irreproachable  quality. 

(5)  No  sample  should  be  put  in  a  warm  place. 

Concerning  these  precautions,  I  may  add  that  the  partial 
filling  of  an  empty  bottle  with  sweet  nitre  involves  immediate 
material  loss,  which  varies  in  proportion  to  the  air-space,  as 
well  as  gradual  loss  by  oxidation.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  one  is  practically  dealing  with  a  solution  of  a  gas,  since 
ethyl  nitrite  boils  at  about  17D  C.  A  short  exposure  of  sweet 
nitre  in  ordinary  bottles  to  sunlight,  or  brilliant  daylight, 
especially  in  summer  time,  may  cause  great  loss  of  nitrite, 
depending  upon  the  particular  conditions  of  exposure — the 
smaller  the  bottle  the  more  rapid  will  be  the  decomposition. 
Such  an  occurrence  might  be  purely  accidental,  and  pass 
unnoticed  by  the  analyst.  The  official  seal  affords,  in  this 
case,  no  security  whatever  to  the  vendor.  If,  however, 
amber  bottles  are  used  as  suggested,  the  question  of 
deterioration  by  light  cannot  arise.  I  would  further  add 
that  sealing-wax  is  not  a  suitable  substance  wherewith  to 
close  a  bottle  containing  a  liquid.  There  seems  to  be  an 
impression  among  inspectors  that  a  number  of  small  holes 


in  a  cork,  which  render  it  porous,  are  unimportant  if  the  cork 
is  covered  with  plenty  of  wax,  oblivious  of  the  fact  that 
sealing-wax  itself  is  liable  to  be  attacked  by  spirituous 
solutions,  &c,  and  so  to  contaminate  them,  even  if  it  permits 
of  nothing  worse.  Neither  aie  wide-mouthed  bottles  suitable 
for  sampling  liquids,  though  they  are  occasionally  used. 

Yours  faithfully, 
West  Bridgford,  December  14.  T.  F.  Harvey. 

Self-doctoring. 

Sir, — Would  you  please  allow  me  to  draw  attention 
through  the  medium  of  the  C.  B.  to  a  state  of  affairs 
which  is  positively  dangerous  to  that  section  of  the  public 
given  to  self-doctoring !  I  have  had  several  instances 
recently  in  which  I  have  been  astonished  to  find  that  the 
general  public  seem  to  have  quite  forgotten  that  paregoric 
contains  opium.  In  my  apprenticeship-days  people  seemed 
to  look  upon  paregoric  much  in  the  same  way  as  laudanum, 
and  were  particular  as  to  dose  ;  they  seem  now  to  have  lost 
all  sense  of  fear  in  using  the  preparation,  and  a  customer 
talked  quite  unconcerned  of  giving  her  child  five  years 
of  age  \  oz.  for  a  dose.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
herbalists  and  unqualified  men  have  been  selling  paregoric 
sine  opio  as  " paregoric  "  ("substitute"  in  small  letters)  for 
some  considerable  time,  and  I  think  this  accounts  in  a  great 
measure  for  the  confusing  of  the  two  preparations.  I  think 
it  is  a  pity  that  an  excellent  remedy  like  paregoric,  and  one 
that  is  in  such  common  use,  should  be  imitated  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  cause  the  public  to  neglect  taking  that  care 
which  is  necessary  in  using  preparations  containing  opium, 
however  small  the  proportion  may  be. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

Bradford,  December  12.  H.  Simpson. 

"What  is  an  Enclosure  ? 

Sir, — With  reference  to  your  article  "  Stamped-medicine 
Notes "  on  page  969  of  your  last  issue,  we  should  like  to 
explain  that  our  idea  had  reference  to  the  use  of  powder- 
envelopes  with  the  flap  cut  off.  These  we  consider,  with  one 
or  two  folds  at  the  top,  would  be  equivalent  to  a  twi-t  of 
paper.  Yours  faithfully, 

York,  December  16.  Raimes  ic  Co. 

Letters  in  Brief. 

Chemists  and  Consultants. — Retaliator  (212/48)  tells  us  of 
a  West-end  consultant  to  whom  a  customer  of  his  went,  and  the 
doctor  ordered  him  cod-liver  oil,  bat  he  was  to  be  sure  to  get  it 
from  a  fishmonger,  and  not  a  chemist.  "Retaliator"  gives  the 
doctor's  initials,  and  suggests  by  inference  that  this  consultant  is 
not  the  one  to  whom  chemists  should  send  patients.  The  initials 
happen  to  apply  to  two  well-known  West  end  practitioners  and 
three  others,  and  as  we  have  no  time  at  present  to  meet  five  libel 
actions,  "  Retaliator  "  wilt  forgive  us  not  falling  into  the  snare. 

P.A.T.A.  Additions. — Mr.  8.  Cook  (Nottingham)  writes  in  con- 
nection with  Messrs.  Savory  &  Moore  (Limited)  placing  their 
specialities  on  the  P.A.TA.  list,  and  to  call  attention  to  this  fact, 
that  there  are  numerous  chemists  and  stores  throughout  the 
country  who  make  a  practice  of  distributing  price-lists  to  their 
customers  at  Christmas-time.  As  these  are  distributed  in  the 
aggregate  by  millions,  it  is  a  pity  that  a  change  in  price,  as 
anticipated  by  S.  &z  M.,  should  not  have  been  made  kaown  at 
least  in  October  or  early  in  November,  to  have  allowed  time  for 
retail  prices  to  be  corrected. 

Degreasing  op  Leatheb  by  Benzoline. — Mr.  A.  Clifford 
Granville  writes  regarding  our  report  of  a  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry  meeting  which  dealt  with  this  subject  (C  &  D.,  Octo- 
ber 31).  This  did  not  do  Mr.  Granville  justice.  In  1873  he 
invented  and  patented,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  E.  Johnson,  the 
process  of  degreasing  hides  and  skins  by  the  use  of  benzoline  and 
the  light  hydrocarbon  oils  and  spirits.  He  visited  Sir  John 
Turney's  works  within  twelve  months  after  the  patent,  No.  2,540, 
was  granted,  and  laid  full  pirticulars  before  the  manager,  but 
after  fully  showing  and  describing  the  process,  he  was  informed 
that  they  were  not  disposed  to  entertain  the  process.  It  follows 
that  the  process  was  not  introduced  into  this  country  by  Sir  John 
Turney. 

Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund.— Mr.  B.  H.  Nuttall,  of 
Birkdale,  writing  in  regard  to  the  fund,  emphasises  the  misfor- 
tunes which  have  fallen  upon  many  in  the  trade  in  consequence 
of  competition,  and  points  out  that  the  financial  condition  of  the 
fund  has  only  admitted  the  election  of  three  annuitants  this  year. 
While  all  cases  are  urgent,  the  appeals  of  the  widows  or  wives 


December  19,  1903 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


1013 


and  children  of  "  the  fallen "  call  especially  for  commiseration, 
and  at  this  season  of  psace  and  good  will  he  earnestly  appeals  to 
everyone  associated  with  pharmacy  to  "  consider  the  poor  and 
needy."  If  all  who  can  would  subscribe  2s,  6(7.  or  5s.  (though  the 
Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Bremridge,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C., 
will  be  thankful  for  larger  sums),  all  urgent  cases  could  be  met, 
and  the  grateful  benedictions  of  those  whom  we  have  helped  will 
aid  to  the  enjoyment  of  our  own  Christmas  cheer. 

Benevolent  Fund. — Mr.  Edward  J.  Holifield  (Chelsea)  also 
writes  on  this  subject,  but  in  a  different  vein.  He  says  :  "  Get 
the  Act  repealed  whereby  all  are  eligible,  and  make  it  like  other 
benevolent  societies— only  eligible  to  those  members  or  their 
widows  who  have  been  subscribers.  What  will  be  the  position  in 
thirty  or  forty  years  unless  something  is  done  ?  To  place  it  in  a 
proper  working  and  businesslike  condition,  it  seem3  absolutely 
necessary  to  repeal  Ihs  aforesaid  Act,  then  possibly  we  should  get 
some  of  the  eight  or  ten  thousand  chemists  to  subscribe.  If  the 
average  subscription  was  5s.,  and  three  or  four  thousand  sub- 
scribed, it  would  insure  a  steady  income,  and  the  fund  would  not 
be  dependent  on  the  few  subscriptions,  donations,  and  legacies." 

Well  known  Books  of  Reference.  —  S,  (242/66)  writes 
regarding  the  refusal  of  the  Inland  Revenue  to  recognise  abbre- 
viated names  of  books  of  known,  &c,  remedies  other  than  B.P., 
and  suggests  that  the  names  of  such  books  (The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diaey  and  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  ")  be  published 
in  the  London  Gazette  so  as  to  put  them  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  Gazetting  would  not  affect  the 
matter,  we  fear.  "B.P."  was  decided  in  Farmer  v.  Glyn- Jones  to 
mean  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  If  a  similar  case  happens  to 
come  along  we  shall  be  able  to  demonstrate  that  "  C.  &  D.  Diary  " 
means  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  and  "  Pharm. 
Forms."  is  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  But  Somerset  House 
has  not  called  for  any  demonstration.  They  know  what  the 
abbreviations  mean.  It  is  mere  initials,  such  as  "  C.D.D."  and 
'  P.P."  that  they  object  to. 

The  Minor.  —  Chemiciis  in  Embryo  (244  74),  writing  on  behalf 
of  forty  ttudetits,  criticises  "  Nux  Areca's "  reasoning.  "  Nux 
Areca,"  he  says,  has  evidently  not  yet  got  over  the  unbounded 
joy  whi^h  passing  the  Minor  awoke  in  his  bosom,  and  adds  "the 
Minor  is  not  a  fair  examination  from  at  least  one  standpoint.  A 
candidate  passes  his  first  day  and  is  plucked  on  the  second.  He 
has  apparently  satisfied  the  examiners  that  he  can  both  dispense 
and  analyse,  yet  he  must  satisfy  them  again  and  again  until  he 
also  satisfies  the  other  examiners.  If  he  has  passed  the  practical 
examination  once  this  should  be  allowed  to  stand,  aod  then  he 
could  devote  all  his  time  and  energy  to  the  oral  work. 
Again,  why  should  the  examination  be  made  harder  ?  There  are 
scores  of  students  to  day  who  bitterly  regret  they  ever  started, 
because  the  advantages  of  calling  yourself  M.P.S.  are  not  in 
propcrtion  to  the  anxiety  and  expense  needed  to  gain  that 
position.  Look  at  the  scarcity  of  apprentices  to-day.  That  proves 
that  the  examination  is  hard  enough,  in  facj  too  hard,  and  it  also 
proves  that  the  rising  generation  has  more  sense  than  the  last." 


Dispensing-  Note?. 


Hazeline  Suppositories. 

Cocain.  pur.  ...  ...       ...       ...  gr.  3 

Acid,  tannic.  ...  ...       ...       ...  gr.  j. 

Hazelini        ...  ...       ...       ...  nix. 

01.  theobromatis    q  s. 

Ufc  ft.  suppositoria. 

Sir, — What  is  the  best  method  of  dispensing  above  1  I 
used  ol.  theobrom.  ad  5ss.,  and  made  by  cold  pressure, 
but  the  hazeline  was  inclined  to  ooze  out  a  little. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Cape  Town.  Wm,  F.  Milne. 

[There  is  no  reason  why  the  suppositories  should  not  be  made 
1- dr.  size.  We  find  that  a  good  one  is  produced,  and  the  size  is 
not  objectionable,  but  rather  the  opposite.] 

Codeine  and  Cascar.  Sag.  Pills. 
SIR— In  your  issue  of  the  21st,  Mr.  J.  N.  Watson  states 
that  he  has  had  "considerable  experience  "  in  making  these 
pills,  and  that  the  "  best  way  "  to  make  them  is  to  "use 
the  powdered  extracts."  With  all  due  respect  I  submit 
that  this  is  the  worst  possible  way,  for  the  powdered  ex- 
tracts contain  a  considerable  percentage  of  sugar,  than 


which  there  is  surely  nothing  worse  for  diabetic  patients. 
Mr.  Watson  has  evidently  overlooked  this  point. 

Yours  respectfully, 
Colwyn  Bay,  November  21.  E.  Ll.  (220/19.) 

Cacodylates  and  Strychnine. 

Sir, — The  following  prescription,  by  an  Italian  doctor, 
has  been  entrusted  to  me  to  dispense — viz.  : 

Sodii  cacodylat  gr.  l'OO 

Strychnine  nitrat  gr.   0  01 

Aquas  destillat  gr.  lO'OO 

M. 

Sig.  :  For  hypodermic  injections. 

I  obtained  a  white  precipitate.  I  informed  the  doctor 
about  this  precipitate,  and  his  answer  was  that  the  same 
prescription  was  served  several  times  by  leading  Italian 
chemists,  and  they  never  complained  of  any  precipitate ; 
the  doctor  added  that  the  precipitate  may  be  due  to 
impurities  in  my  drugs.  As  all  my  chemicals  are  guaranteed 
chemically  pure,  I  should  like  to  hear  your  opinion  on  the 
subject. 

I  prepared  the  prescription  with  distilled  and  sterilised 
water,  first  dissolving  1  decigram  of  strychnine  nitrate  in 
10  c  c.  of  the  water.  I  separately  dissolved  1  gram  of 
sodium  cacodylate  in  5  c.c.  of  the  water.  To  the  cacodylate 
solution  1  c.c.  of  strychnine  solution  and  4  c.c.  of  water 
were  added,  the  mixture  well  shaken,  and  left  to  stand  for 
about  half  an  hour.  A  white  precipitate  is  formed,  which 
is  soluble  in  dilute  nitric  acid. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Malta,  November  26.  Lino  Mizzi. 

[We  find  the  precipitate  to  be  strychnine.  It  is  not  due  to 
impurity  of  the  sodium  cacodylate ;  the  latter  is  probably  hydro- 
lysed  in  aqueous  solution,  so  that  the  sodium  hydrate  reacts  upon 
the  strychnine  salt,  precipitating  the  alkaloid.  A  trace  of  dilute 
nitric  acid  clears  the  solution  permanently.] 


Legal  Queries. 


Consult  "The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  DIapy,"  19C4. 
before  formulating  Queries. 


230/45.  T.  W.  67. — Methylated  spirit  should  not  be  used 
in  making  black  oils  without  getting  the  sanction  of  the 
Excise  authorities  through  the  local  supervisor.  This 
formality  is  too  frequently  neglected.  Se3  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary,  1904. 

238/38.  B.  $•  K. — The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  permit 
the  composition  of  a  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedy, 
such  as  backache  and  kidney  pills,  to  be  declared  on  a 
second  label  placed  round  the  box.  We  do  not  think  a  label  on 
the  bottom  of  the  box  should  be  used,  as  it  may  not 
be  seen. 

242/63.  Chemious.—We  should  require  more  particulars  in 
I  regard  to  the  syphon-transaction  before  we  could  reply.  Pro- 
bably the  first  transaction  was  a  sale  to  you,  and  the 
company  have  simply  continued  to  interchange  with  you,  so 
that  the  legitimate  closing  of  the  account  means  that  they 
retain  the  money  and  you  the  syphons.  The  case  to  which 
you  refer  dealt  with  the  ownership  of  syphons  marked  with 
the  aerated- water  maker's  name. 

2'43/28.  Ph.C. — You  are  labouring  under  a  misappre- 
hension in  supposing  that  advertising  a  known,  admitted, 
and  approved  remedy  otherwise  than  by  label  takes  it  out  of 
Exemption  3  and  makes  it  dutiable.  The  Board  have  never 
said  anything  of  the  kind.  Articles  to  which  Exemption  3 
applies  are  practically  outside  the  Act,  so  far  as  sale  by 
qualified  persons  is  concerned.  The  letter  to  which  you 
refer  was  simply  a  concise  restatement  of  what  was  already 
well  known. 

231/30.  Carlo  Ligni. — The  trade-mark  should  be  trans- 
ferred to  you  with  the  goodwill  of  the  business  on  the 
retirement  of  your  partner,  and  you  should  notify  the  fact  to 
the  Comptroller  of  Patents  and  Trade-marks,  Southampton 
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Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  E  C.  The  fee  for  enter- 
ing your  name  as  the  proprietor  of  the  mark  is  11.,  and  5s. 
for  new  address,  if  any.  If  you  and  your  partner  traded  as 
a  limited  company,  and  the  mark  was  registered  in  the 
company's  name,  it  belongs  to  neither  of  you,  and  your 
partner's  retirement  does  not  affect  the  existing  registration, 
as  the  dissolution  of  an  ordinary  partnership  would  do. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interesi,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


218/48.  Ibrox. — Petrol  is  a  distillate  of  petroleum  which 
has  a  sp.  gr.  from  0  650  to  0  700.  You  cannot  make  it 
yourself,  as  it  is  one  of  those  dangerous  businesses  which 
it  only  pays  to  conduct  on  a  large  scale. 

224/56.  H.  S. — The  following  Proprietary  Articles  are 
Protected  by  the  manufacturers  independently  of  the 
P.A.T.A. :  Elliman's  embrocations,  Owbridge's  lung-tonic, 
Beecham's  pills,  Bovril,  Bile-beans,  Hood's  sarsaparilla, 
'■Tabloid"  products,  Angier's  emulsion,  Californian  syrup  of 
figs,  Holloway's  pills  and  ointment,  Plasmon,  Frame  food, 
Mellin's  food,  and  Nestle's  food. 

227/5.  Inquirer  sends  us  the  financial  statement  of  the 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  suggesting  that  it  is 
insolvent.  In  1902  the  total  revenue  was  24/.  18s.  6d.,  and 
the  expenditure  26Z.  13s.  4rZ.  "Inquirer"  wants  to  know 
whether  new  members  ought  to  be  asked  to  join  in  these 
circumstances.  Yes  ;  for  another  sixteen  paying  members 
would  put  the  balance  on  the  right  side. 

153/61.  R.  C.  N. — We  have  no  means  of  knowiDg  what 
Sir  Richard  Burton  intended  by  "  ammoniure  "  of  iron  in 
the  hair-dye  recipe.  We  can  only  hazard  a  suggestion  that 
"  ammonio-citrate  "  is  referred  to ;  but  that  salt  of  iron  is 
quite  useless  as  a  hair-dye. 

192/33.  E.  H.— Pruritus  Vulvae  -  The  following  note 
by  Dr.  Henry  W.  Spaight  in  the  British  Medical  Journal 
may  be  of  service  to  you.  He  says  he  had  a  case  in  which 
extended  applications  had  no  effect  on  the  itching.  After 
he  had  given  bromides  and  cannabis  indica  a  fair  trial  with 
no  improvement,  he  put  the  patient  on  5  gr.  ichthyol  and 
10  gr.  potassium  bicarbonate  three  times  daily,  with  in  a 
few  days  complete  relief,  which  has  proved  permanent. 

228,9.  67.  A— Ethyl  Chloride  as  an  Anaesthetic— Dr. 
Thomas  D.  Luke,  in  a  letter  communicated  to  the  Lancet  of 
November  28,  thus  sums  up  the  advantages  of  this  ntw 
anaesthetic  : 

1.  It  is  a  pleasant  anaesthetic  to  inhale,  extremely  rapid  in 
action,  very  portable,  and  inexpensive.  2.  It  compares  favourably 
with  nitrous  oxide  as  regards  induction  of  anaesthesia  and  avail- 
able period  ;  it  produces  no  cyanosis  when  used  in  suitable  doses, 
and  necessitates  the  carrying  of  no  heavy  and  cumbersome  im- 
pedimenta. The  advantage  of  this  to  the  general  practitioner  and 
dentist  in  the  country  is  obvious.  3.  The  technique  of  the  ad- 
ministration is  very  simple.  4.  While  not  as  safe  as  nitrous  oxide 
in  the  hands  of  the  unskilled  we  are  justified  in  concluding  from 
the  material  available  that  it  is  safer  than  ether,  all  things  con- 
sidered, and  much  safer  than  chloroform  or  bromide  of  ethyl. 
5.  It  can  be  safely  readministered  at  one  sitting,  this  being  a 
further  point  in  its  favour  over  bromethyl.  6.  It  is  not  usually 
followed  by  marked  after  effects.  7.  It  is  preferable  to  nitrous 
oxide  when  the  patient  is  very  young,  very  old,  or  anaemic,  while 
those  who  are  suffering  from  cardiac,  renal,  or  lung  affections  take 
it  quite  well.  8.  It  is  in  no  way  to  be  preferred  to  chloroform  or 
ether  for  prolonged  anaesthesia  but  may  be  used  with  advantage 
merely  to  induce  anaesthesia,  which  is  maintained  either  with 
chloroform  or  ether.  9.  For  minor  surgery,  throat  operations,  and 
the  extraction  of  teeth  it  is  the  best  anaesthetic  available  at  the 
present  time.  10.  Pure  ethyl  chloride,  sold  as  such,  is  always 
preferable  to  proprietary  preparations  and  to  mixtures  such  as 
somnoform.  11.  One  of  the  strongest  claims  of  ethyl  chloride  to 
being  considered  a  fairly  safe  anaesthetic  lies  in  the  fact  that 
during  the  past  twelve  months  it  has  been  experimented  with 
wholesale  throughout  the  country,  and  yet  no  death  has  been 
recorded. 


213/23.  R.  H. — Manufacturers  of  artificial  musk  inform 
us  that  they  supply  those  who  buy  from  them  with  parti- 
culars regarding  the  use  of  the  article,  but  they  are  not 
prepared  to  spread  the  information  broadcast. 

229/36.  Adrenalin. — Salaries  to  managers  of  pharmacies 
vary  from  21.  10s.  a  week  upwards  outdoors;  i.  d;ors,  40/.  a 
year  less. 

243/33.  Nemo.—  You  will  find  a  fresh  egg  the  best  thing 
to  emulsify  2  oz.  of  turpentine  with  2  pints  of  water,  bub 
the  emulsion  is  too  thin  not  to  separate. 

226/62.  J.  T.  —  The  British  Pharmacopoeia  is  the  principal 
book  you  will  require  for  the  Registered  Druggists'  examina- 
tion.   Read  it  or  Squire's  "  Companion." 

194/59.    A.  C.  R. — (1)  Vegetable  Teething  powder : 

Pulv.  anthemidis    gr.  iss. 

Pulv.  glycyrrli   gr.  iss. 

Tr.  aconiti     ...       ...       ...       ...  ffVjij 

Pulv.  sacch.  alb   gr.  iss. 

Triturate  the  tincture  with  the  powders. 

Dose  :  From  half  to  one  powder,  according  to  age. 

The  powder  can  be  repeated  once  a  day.  (2)  Vegetable 
Aperient-powders  for  childien: 

Pulv.  scammonii  co....       ...       ...    gr.  iv. 

Pulv.  cinnamomi    ...    gr.  ss. 

Pulv  sacch.  alb  gr.  ij. 

Ft.  pulvis. 

For  a  child  of  one  year  old,  one  powder. 

185/43  Kimia.— Colouring  of  Dutch-cheese  Rind.— 
We  have  never  examined  the  rind ;  but,  judging  from  the 
brilliant  colour  which  the  modern  cheese  possesses,  we 
imag'ne  that  aniline  dyes  are  pressed  into  service.  j 

211/28.  T.  D. — Linoleum-reviver. — A  paste  of  turpen- 
tine (2;  and  beeswax  (1)  is  about  the  best  reviver  for 
linoleum.  The  reviving  consists  in  replacing  some  of  the 
oily  matter  which  has  been  washed  out  of  the  surface  of 
the  linoleum. 


Would  Verb.  Sap.  be  good  enough  to  send  us  his  name  and 
address  ? 


Comma  Events. 

Notices  for  inseriion  under  this  heading  should  be  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Tuesday,  December  22. 

Royal  Photographic  Society,  66  Russell  Square,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 
Mr.  T.  T.  Biker  on  "  Combined  Development  and  Fixing.",, 

Wednesday,  Decamber  23. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  (North  British 
Branch),  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  8.30  p.m.  Evening 
meeting.  Mr.  Wm.  Duncan  will  give  a  "  Note  on  Arsenious 
Iodide,"  and  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott  a  paper  on  "  Pharmacopoeia 
Revision — Notes  Suggested  by  Mr.  Chattaway's  Digest." 


The  Twenty- third  Annual  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball  will  be 
held  on  Wednesday,  February  24.  The  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee are  :  Messrs.  R.  L.  Cassie,  C.  W.  Martin,  A.  H.  Solomon, 
H.  C.  Wright,  R.  D.  Dixon,  and  J.  E.  Southon.  Mr.  Percival 
Trick,  Salisbury  House,  London  Wall,  E.C ,  is  the  Hon. 
Secretary. 

Royal  Institution.— The  annual  course  of  Christmas  lectures 
at  the  Royal  Institution,  specially  adapted  to  young  people,  will 
be  delivered  by  Professor  Ray  Linkester,  M.A ,  LL.D.,  F.R.S., 
Director  of  the  Natural  History  Department  of  the  British 
Museum,  whose  subject  is  "  Extinct  Animals."  Tne  first  lecture 
will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  December  29,  at  three  o'clock. 

London  College  of  Pharmacy. — The  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  be  held  in  the  Venetian  Chamber, 
Holborn  Restaurant,  on  January  15.  Invitations  will  be  sent  to 
all  students,  past  and  present.  Should  any  student  not  receive 
his  invitation  by  Christmas,  he  is  requested  to  send  a  notice  to 
the  Secretary,  with  his  present  addre.s. 
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IPereonaltttes. 


Mb.  T.  L.  Hollely,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  been 
elected  to  fill  a  casual  vacancy  in  the  Ketford  Town  Council. 

Alderman  T.  C.  Lamb,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Chatham, 
has  been  presented  with  a  badge  by  the  Corporation  as  a 
memento  of  his  services  as  Mayor  of  the  Corporation  last 
year. 

Mb.  S.  J.  Carlin,  representative  of  Messrs  Fairchild  Bros. 
8c  Foster,  New  York,  and  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co., 
London,  who  for  some  months  past  has  been  travelling  in 
Scandinavia,  introducing  the  Fairchild  preparations,  is  at 
present  visiting  Stockholm.  At  the  Swedish  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Annual  Scheele  Festival,  Mr.  Carlin,  by  request, 
delivered  a  lecture  on  digestive  preparations,  and  demon- 
strated the  properties  of  the  various  Fairchild  specialities 
by  a  series  of  interesting  experiments,  which  met  with  ap- 
probation. Mr.  Carlin,  who  is  of  Swedish  nationality,  but 
who  qualified  in  the  United  States,  was  most  cordially 
received,  and  was  warmly  thanked. 

The  marriage  of  Miss  Muriel  Hewlett,  daughter  of  Mr. 
John  C.  Hewlett,  F.C.S.,  Charlotte  Street,  E.C.,  was  celebrated 
at  Beckenham  on  Saturday  last  with  considerable  dclat.  The 
church  of  St.  Paul's,  Beckenham,  was  beautifully  decorated 
with  a  canopy  of  white  chrysanthemums,  lilies,  and  smilas,  with 
a  ring  and  bell  of  the  same  flowers  in  suspension.  The  service 
was  fully  choral,  and  there  were  about  two  hundred  guests 
present  in  church  and  at  the  reception  which  followed.  The 
wedding-presents,  which  were  upwards  of  two  hundred  in 
number,  included  cheques  from  Mr.  Hewlett  and  Mr.  Storey, 
grand  piano  from  Mrs.  Storey,  real  Irish  lace  from  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hayes  (Dublin),  silver  epergne  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Millard, 
and  silver  cake-basket  and  fern-pots  from  the  staff  at 
Charlotte  Street,  E.C. 


College  motes. 


Imperial  College  of  Chemistry. —  On  Monday,  December  7, 
the  students  of  this  College  who  have  been  successful  in  this 
year's  examinations  held  by  the  City  of  London  College  (City 
Polytechnic)  were  presented  with  certificates  by  Lord  Strath- 
cona.  Sir  Edward  Clarke,  K.C.,  presided,  and  was  supported  by  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Sheriffs.  Mr.  Huck  took  the  certificate  of 
honour,  with  premier  position  in  botany,  and  Mr.  E.  S.  Eaton  first 
place  in  chemistry. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy. — It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  at  the  annual  dinner  of  this  College  Mr.  Watson-Will 
(the  Principal)  was  presented  by  Mr.  Anthony  Tate,  on  behalf  of 
past  and  present  students,  with  a  silver  service,  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  completion  of  the  College's  first  decennium,  Sub- 
scriptions have  come  in  since  then,  and  Mr.  Tate  has  been  able  to 
forward  to  Mr.  Watson- Will  a  fine  case  of  fish  knives  and  forks  as 
a  corollary  to  the  tea-and-coffee  service. 


THE   C.   &   D.   DIARY,  1904. 


We  regret  to  say  that  the  whole  edition  of  this  Diary  has  been 
disposed  of.  We  were  able  to  supply  all  old  and  new  subscribers 
whose  letters  we  received  on  Tuesday,  December  15.  As  already 
intimated,  we  propose  to  meet  the  disappointed  ones  by  offering 
them  for  11.  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  during  1904,  The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1905  (when  published), 
and  a  copy  of  the  supplementary  volume  of  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formelas  "  (now  in  the  press),  post  free.  It  will  be  good  business 
to  accept  this  offer.  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  alone  will  be 
worth  the  money. 

Subjoined  is  a  selection  from  letters  received  respecting  the 
C.  &  D.  and  the  Diary  : 

(274/33.)  Very  many  thanks  for  the  Diary.  I  find  it  most 
useful ;  indeed,  I  should  not  like  to  be  without  it,  (15/12/03.) 

(271/4.)  Herewith  cheque  for  10s.,  being  my  subscription  for 
the  C.  &  D.,  which  I  would  not  be  without  for  anything 
(14/12/03.)  3 

(237/2.)  Many  thanks  for  your  answer  to  my  query.  It  has 
relieved  me  of  a  lot  of  anxiety.  My  10s.  subscription  has  already 
proved  a  good  investment.  (9/12/03.) 

(267/9.)  I  enclose  renewal  subscription,  as  I  do  not  want  to 
miss  my  weekly  C.  &  D.  I  find  it  an  absolute  necessity. 
(10/12/03.)  J 
[To  be  continued.'] 


ftraoe  TReport, 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS. — The  prices  given  in  this  section  ara 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyera 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  price* 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  EX.:  December  17. 

THE  drug  and  chemical  markets  are  inactive,  business 
being  confined  to  immediate  necessities  in  view  of  the 
stocktakirjg-operations  which  mark  the  close  of  the  year. 
A  reduction  in  caffeine  and  caffeine  citrate  is  among  the 
more  important  fluctuations  of  the  week,  the  cause  of  which 
is  attributed  to  keener  competition.  Cream  of  tartar  is 
advancing  and  tartaric  acid  is  firmer,  while  citric  acid 
remains  quiet.  In  crude  drugs  there  has  been  some  im- 
portant business  in  gamboge  at  about  steady  prices.  Can- 
nabis indica  has  advanced  Qd.  to  9d.  on  moderate  sales  and 
depleted  stocks.  Kino  is  also  dearer  and  jalap  is  inclined 
to  be  firmer.  Cod-liver  oil  is  a  falling  market,  business 
being  strictly  from  hand  to  mouth.  German  refined  camphor 
has  fractionally  advanced,  and  nitrate  of  silver  is  slightly 
lower.  Morphine  remains  easy,  and  quinine  is  stagnant. 
Castorum  at  auction  was  very  irregular,  but  considerably 
dearer  on  the  whole.  In  essential  oils  there  has  been  an 
advance  in  genuine  oil  of  sassafras,  and  a  better  feeling  is 
apparent  in  sandalwood  oil,  one  of  the  foreign  distillers 
having  raised  his  price.  Peppermint  oils  are  quiet,  with 
American  HGH  inclined  to  be  firmer  on  the  spot,  tin  oil 
being  nominal.  The  principal  alterations  of  the  week  are 
as  under : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Cannabis  indica 

Castorum 

Kino 

Oil,  sassafras 
Oil,     .  sandal- 
wood) 
Wax,  bees' 
(Calcutta) 

Acid,  tartaric 
Camphor  (ref. 

German) 
Celery- seed 
Cream  of, 

tartar 

Nutmegs 
Oil,   star- ani- 
seed (spot) 
Saffron 
Soda  nitrate 

Arrowroot 
Caffeine  (pur. 

and  cit.) 
Oil,  cod-liver 
Pepper,  white 
Silver  nitrate 

London  Castorum  Auctions. 

The  annual  sales  of  castorum  were  held  in  London  on 
Wednesday,  December  16,  the  bulk  of  the  supply  being, 
as  usual,  in  the  hands  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  who 
offered  1,510  lbs.,  or  about  390  lbs.  less  than  the  quantity 
offered  last  year.  As  there  was  a  fair  quantity  of  buying 
orders  about,  mostly  for  Germany,  higher  prices  had  been 
generally  anticipated,  and  this  proved  correct.  Prices 
opened  unaltered,  but  as  the  auctions  progressed  a  strong 
demand  was  manifested,  and  very  erratic  but  generally 
dearer  rates  were  paid,  the  greatest  advance  being  shown  on 
the  medium  and  lower  grades  of  NW  mark,  some  lots 
advancing  10s.  to  20s.  per  lb.  YF's  sold  at  fully  previous 
prices,  and  Canada's  were  dearer  all  round.  In  addition  to 
the  Hudson's  Bay  castorum,  526  lbs.  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
S.  Figgis  &  Co.,  imported  from  Quebec  and  New  York,  were 
offered,  the  quality  of  which  was  better  than  that  offered  at 
the  previous  auctions.  The  following  prices  were  paid,  and 
for  the  sake  of  comparison  we  quote  in  brackets  some  of  the 
prices  paid  at  last  y  ear's  auction  for  similar  quality  :  Hudson's 
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Bay  Company's  sale,  YF  firsts,  fair  dry  pale  pods,  67s.  per  lb. 
[67s.];  firsts  and  seconds,  dry,  part  mouldy,  60s.  [57s.]; 
seconds  and  thirds  mixed,  rather  damp,  53s.  [54s.,  56s.] 
seconds,  dry  mouldy,  50s.  [35s.,  39s.]  ;  thirds,  fair  dry,  some 
lean,  34s.  to  35s  [35s.,  36s.]  ;  thirds,  dry  mouldy,  part  lean, 
33s.  Qd.  [33s.]  ;  thirds,  mouldy  and  damp,  33s  Qd  [27s.,  28s.]  ; 
dry  mouldy  pickings,  25s.  6d  to  26s  [27s.,  28s.]  ;  Canada's 
firsts,  slightly  wet,  part  red,  64s.  [55s.]  ;  seconds  part  damp 
and  dark,  48s  [47s.]  ;  seconds,  damp,  mouldy,  part  soft, 
60s.  Qd.  [44s.]  ;  thirds,  part  soft  and  dark,  32s.  6d.  to  34s. 
[25s.  Qd.,  27s.]  ;  thirds,  dry  mouldy,  33s.  Qd.  [24s.]  ;  pickings, 
fairly  dry,  lean,  26s.  Qd.  [22s.,  23s.]  ;  N.W.  firsts,  fairly  dry, 
67s.  [54s.]  ;  seconds,  fair  medium,  soft,  56s.  61.  to  58s. 
[47s.,  47s.  Qd.~]  ;  seconds,  damp  mouldy,  60s.  Qd.  [47s.  61]  ; 
thirds,  some  reddish,  part  soft,  40s.  Qd.  to  42s.  Qd ; 
[31s  ,  31s.  Qd.]  ;  thirds,  dry  mouldy,  42s.  Qd.  [27s.  Qd.]  ; 
pickings,  dry  clean,  part  mouldy,  31s.  [20s.  Qd.,  21s.]  ;  firsts 
and  seconds,  medium,  part  soft,  68s.  [47s.  Qd.  to  49s.]  ; 
thirds,  soft,  some  red,  48s.  [30s.  Qd.~]  ;  thirds  and  pickings, 
skinny,  37s.  [25s.  Qd.]  ;  pickings  and  pods,  fairly  dry,  20s, 
[17s.];  seconds,  fairly  dry,  reddish,  68s.  [47s,];  thirds 
skinny,  some  red,  51s.  [33s.]  ;  pickings,  fairly  dry,  44s.  Qd! 
[27s.];  pickings  and  pods,  20s.  [17s.];  sweepings,  &c, 
20s.  Qd.  [17s.].  At  Messrs.  S.  Figgis  #  Co.'s  sale:  Firsts, 
62s.  to  64s.  Qd. ;  seconds,  part  mouldy,  fairly  dry,  40s.  to  44s. ; 
thirds,  30s.  to  39s.;  pickings,  27s.  6i.  to  30s.  Qd.  per  lb. 
Keferring  to  the  decreased  supplies  of  castorum,  it  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that,  in  order  to  counteract  the  possibility 
of  the  beaver  becoming  extinct,  efforts  are  to  be  devoted  to 
the  propagation  of  the  animals  in  Canada.  The  present 
scarcity  is  attributed  to  the  trappers'  careless  methods  of 
obtaining  the  animals  without  making  provision  for  future 
supplies.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  pointed  out  that  the  use 
of  castorum  in  the  manufacture  of  perfumes  has  gradually 
decreased  of  late  years. 

Cablegrams. 

New  York,  December  17: — Market  here  is  quiet.  Opium 
remains  dull  of  sale  at  $2.98  per  lb.  in  single  cases.  Oil  of 
peppermint  has  been  advanced  to  $2.65  per  lb.  for  tin  oil, 
and  to  #3.35  for  HGH.  Menthol  is  weak  at  $5.25  per  lb. 
Podophyllum  is  easy  at  10c.  per  lb  ;  and  Mexican  sarsa- 
parilla  is  obtainable  at  9c.  Cascara  sagrada  is  offered  at 
13c.  per  lb.,  showing  an  easier  tendency.  Sassafras  is  scarce 
at  8c.  per  lb. 

Amsterdam,  December  17  :— At  the  auctions  of  cinchona 
held  here  to-day,  7,893  packages  were  offered,  weighing 
714,027  kilos.,  and  containing  33  201  kilos,  quinine  sulphate 
(1,162  000  oz.).  Of  the  above  quantity  7,394  packages 
were  sold  at  an  average  unit  of  7  35c.  per  half-kilo.,  as 
against  7  45c.  paid  at  the  auctions  on  November  12.  The 
approximate  quantities  of  quinine  sulphate  purchased  by  the 
principal  buyers  were  as  follows  :  The  English  and  American 
factories,  8  078  kilos.  ;  the  Brunswick  factory,  5,095  kilos.  ; 
the  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories,  6,475  kilos.  ;  the 
Frankfort-on-Main  and  Stuttgart  factories,  4,898  kilos. ; 
and  various  buyers,  7.045  kilos.  The  prices  paid  for  the 
manufacturing-bark  ranged  from  7|c  to  82|c.  per  half-kilo, 
and  for  druggists'  bark  from  8|-c.  to  51Jc.  per  half -kilo. 


Acetanilide  is  unaltered  at  8J<2.  per  lb.  net  for  1-cwt. 
lots. 

Acid,  Citric,  is  rather  firmer  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Acid,  Tartaric— Much  firmer  at  Is.  \\d.  per  lb.  for 
English,  and  Is.  §\d.  for  foreign. 

Arrowroot. — Common  greyish  manufacturing  St.  Vincent 
sold  without  reserve  in  auction  at  from  Id.  to  \\d.  per  lb. 

Caffeine. — The  makers  announce  a  reduction  in  pure 
and  B  P.  citrate.  Pure  is  now  quoted  9s.  to  9s.  9d.,  and 
B.P.  citrate  at  6s.  3d.  to  7s.  per  lb.  net,  according  to 
quantity.  These  prices  are  Is  per  lb.  lower,  and  the  reduc- 
tion may  be  attributed  to  lessened  demand  and  keen  com- 
petition. 


Camphor. — The  German  refiners  have  again  advanced 
their  prices,  but  by  a  mere  fraction — per  lb.  The  price 
for  ton-lots  is  now  Is.  ll%d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Dearer.  A  moderate  quantity — about 
50  bales — has  been  sold  for  export  at  3s.  3d.,  and  subse- 
quently 3s.  Qd.  was  refused,  4s.  being  asked  and  paid  for 
small  lots  After  the  spot  stock  has  been  cleared  (it  is  now 
about  50  bales)  business  will  only  be  possible  on  "  c.i.f." 
terms,  as,  of  course,  there  is  now  no  inducement  to  Indian 
exporters  to  make  consignments. 

Cascara  Sagrada.— Quiet,  but  firm,  with  sellers  of  old 
bark  at  85s.  per  cwt ,  and  80s.  for  two-year-old. 

Celery-seed  has  advanced  about  7s.  per  cwt.  during  the 
past  fortnight,  38s.,  f.o.b.  South  European  ports,  being  an 
importer's  quotation. 

Cinchona. — The  exports  from  Java  during  the  first  half 
of  December  amounted  to  591,000  Amst.  lbs.,  against 
780.000  Amst.  lbs.  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Cream  of  Tartar  remains  very  firm  and  in  fair  demand, 
with  B.P.  quality  (98  per-cent.)  quoted  at  85s.  per  cwt.  for 
foreign  powder,  and  2s.  more  for  English  powder ;  92-per- 
cent, is  82s.  for  powder  or  crystals.  Some  of  the  makers  are 
reported  to  have  sold  in  a  fairly  large  way  for  delivery  next 
year. 

Ergot  remains  weak  at  from  Is.  5$d.  to  Is.  Qd.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  for  Russian. 

Fennel-seed. — Fair  Syrian  is  obtainable  at  20s.  per  cwt.. 

Formaldehyde. — Forty  per  cent,  in  1-cwt.  carboys  is 
quoted  50s.  per  cwt.  net. 

Gamboge. — About  12  cases  of  the  parcel  of  21  cases 
offered  and  bought  in  at  auction  last  week,  were  sold 
immediately  afterwards  at  151.  per  cwt.  for  good  unsorted 
Siam  pipe,  beiDg  steady,  and  subsequently  the  entire  parcel 
was  cleared. 

Ignatius  Beans. — Supplies  both  here  and  on  the  Con- 
tinent appear  to  be  small ;  retail  sales  have  lately  been  made 
at  4|fZ.  per  lb. 

Iodoform. — German  is  being  offered  at  10s.  lOd.  per  lb. 
net. 

Jalap  is  firm,  one  holder  asking  Qd.  per  lb.  net — no 
allowances  for  small  lots,  and  5%d.  in  quantity. 

Kamala  of  fair  quality  is  obtainable  at  5i.  per  lb. 

Kino. — One  importer  has  advanced  his  price  to  Is.  per  lb., 
which  fact  has  induced  a  better  feeling  among  other  holders, 
who  mostly  ask  Qd.    Stocks  on  the  spot  are  fairly  large. 

Lycopodium  is  firm  at  2s.  Qd.  per  lb.  net. 

Menthol. — There  is  no  material  alteration  here,  holders 
quoting  from  19s.  Qd.  to  20s.  per  lb.,  spot. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
December  12  that  the  rumours  with  regard  to  the  sea-hound 
invasion  have  been  somewhat  exaggerated,  and  are  apparently 
the  result  of  nervous  apprehension.  The  fact  is  that  the 
seals  are  still  present  in  the  Varanger  Fjord,  but  have  not 
yet  made  their  way  westwards.  The  oil-market  remains  very 
dull,  and  there  are  no  buyers.  Finest  non-congealable  oil  is 
no  doubt  obtainable  at  considerably  lower  figures — about 
400s.,  f.o.b.  Bergen.  The  exports  from  that  port  to  date 
amount  to  2  297  barrels,  against  9,121  barrels  at  the  same 
time  last  year.  In  London  the  market  generally  is  weak 
with  a  lower  tendency,  consumers  buying  a  barrel  here  and 
there  for  current  requirements.  Norwegian  oil  from  the 
winter  fishing,  which,  however,  cannot  be  quoted  as  finest 
medicinal  non-congealing  oil,  is  quoted  at  from  390s.  to  400s. 
per  barrel  for  forward  delivery.  On  the  spot  good  non-con- 
gealing Newfoundland  is  worth  about  425s.  per  barrel. 

Oils,  Essential. — Towards  the  end  of  last  week  about 
100  cases  of  American  HGH  changed  hands  at  14s.  per  lb. 
spot,  but  this  week  a  rather  firmer  tone  has  been  shown, 
holders  quoting  14s.  Qd.  Tin  oil  is  quoted  nominally  at  12s. 
for  pure,  but  there  is  nD  demand  for  peppermints  generally 
this  week.  Todd's  brand  is  quoted  13s.  Qd.  with  small  sales 
thereat.  In  Japanese  dementholised  oil  business  has  been 
done  at  5s.  Qd.,  c.i.f.,  for  December- January  shipment,  but 
subsequently  6s.,  c.i.f.,  was  quoted,  and  ^ter  5s.  9d.  The 
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premier  brand  is  held  for  6s.  6d.  spot.  Oil  of  sandalwood 
is  firmer,  it  being  said  that  one  of  the  leading  foreign  dis- 
tillers has  advanced  his  price  9d.  to  10s.  6d.  English  is 
quoted  lis.  A  leading  importer  of  Oil  of  sassafras  has  ad- 
vanced his  price  to  2s.  6d.  for  high  gravity  (sp.  gr.  1'070), 
and  to  2s.  2d.  for  so-called  low  gravity.  A  bid  of  Is.  10A, 
c.i.f.,  has  been  refused  for  the  former.  In  another  direction 
2s.  2d.  to  2s.  3d.  is  quoted  for  genuine  pure.  Oil  of  clove 
(B.P.)  is  firm  but  quiet  at  4s.  3d.  per  lb.  Oil  of  star-aniseed 
is  rather  easier  at  4s.  Id.  per  lb.,  spot,  from  first-hands,  and 
from  second-hands  there  is  also  a  seller  at  4s.  Id.  For 
arrival  some  quantity  has  been  placed  at  4s.  4(Z.,  c  i.f.  The 
7  cases  of  80  to  85  °/o  Oil  of  cassia  offered  in  auction  last 
week  were  afterwards  sold  at  2s.  lid.,  but  3s.  2d.  is  now 
asked.  B.P.  quality  of  Oil  of  juniper  is  quoted  at  2s.  5d. 
per  lb.  net  in  40-lb.  tins,  and  for  artificial  Oil  of  wintergreen 
in  281b.  tins  Is.  Id.  net  is  wanted.  In  Oil  of  citronella 
business  has  been  done  at  ll\d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  London,  and 
on  the  spot  Is.  Id.  is  asked.  Oil  of  lemon  is  offered  at  from 
2s.  4<tZ.  per  lb.  upwards  for  finest  new  Palermo. 

Oil,  Wood.— Small  sales  of  Chinese  have  been  made  on 
the  spot  at  28s.  6d ,  and  for  arrival  sellers  quote  24s.  3d , 
ci.f. 

Opium. — The  London  market  is  quiet,  business  being  of  a 
retail  description,  including  a  few  cases  of  Tokat  seconds  at 
10s.  6d.    Persian  is  quoted  10s.  6:1.  to  10s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Smykna,  December  4. — The  week's  sales  amount  to  37  cases 
manufacturing  descrip'ions  at  last  week's  prices  for  the  Continent 
and  England.  American  buyers  have  withdrawn  from  the  market 
for  the  moment,  but  tellers  continue  to  maintain  the  late  firmness 
which  set  in  after  the  recent  large  purchases.  Favourable 
weather  continues  all  over  the  country,  which,  coupled  with  the 
very  small  demand,  may  bring  about  a  drop  in  prices  of  about  id. 
to  4cZ.  per  lb.  in  the  near  future.  Another  correspondent,  writing 
from  Smyrna  on  December  4,  states  that  the  sales  amount  to 
38  caEes  new  and  old  current  talequale  at  the  equivalent  of  from 
7s.  9d.  to  7s.  lid.,  and  5  cises  old  choice  Karabissar  at  8s.  4(2. 
per  lb.,  ci.f.  At  the  present  time  it  is  difficult  to  give  any  opinion 
as  to  the  immediate  course  of  the  market,  as  we  cannot  say  what 
the  winter  has  in  store  for  us. 

Constantinople,  December  15. — Market  is  firmer,  owing  to 
large  purchases  in  Smyrna  and  the  sudden  realisation  on  the 
part  of  holders  that  there  was  no  reason  for  the  panic  which 
seized  them  a  few  weeks  back.  The  decline  can  now  be  looked 
upon  as  arrested,  and  we  look  for  a  gradual  improvement  in  prices. 
Up  to  the  present  the  weather  has  been  abnormally  mild,  and  the 
probabilities  are  that  after  the  new  year  we  will  have  a  sharp  and 
prolonged  spell  of  cold.  The  sales  amount  to  4  ctses  soft  shipping 
seconds  at  8s.  2d.  and  16  cases  "  druggists  "  at  7s.  9d.  per  lb.,  fob. 

Otto  of  Rose.  —There  has  been  a  steady  business  in 
otto  lately,  consumers  evidently  taking  advantage  of  the  low 
prices  now  ruling.  Agents  quote  from  15s.  to  17s.  per  Eng. 
oz.  for  otto  guaranteed  to  pass  Parry's  test. 

Potash  Salts. — For  Permanganate  in  small  crystals  33s- 
to  35s.  per  cwt.  is  quoted.  Yellow  Pritssiate  is  firm  at  5\d- 
per  lb.  net,  and  yellow  Is.  l^d.  net.  Bichromate  3d.  per  lb 
English  Chlorate  is  quoted  2\d.  net  for  delivery  next  year; 
spot  crystals  are  quoted  2%d.  net,  and  powder  2%d. 

Quinine. — In  view  of  the  Amsterdam  bark-sale  to-day  prac- 
tically no  business  has  been  done  from  second-hands  this 
week,  and  prices  are  nominal,  nearest  value  being  Is.  0^d. 
for  March  delivery,  and  Is.  Q\d.  spot. 

Saffron. — An  advice  dated  from  Valencia.  December  10, 
states  that  the  market  has  turned  quiet,  the  high  prices 
asked  for  new  crop  having  acted  as  a  deterrent  to  speculators. 
Prices  are  rather  easier,  in  Spain,  superior  new  being  quoted 
35s.  6rZ.,  and  good  current  34s.  6d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Valencia, 
On  the  spot  one  of  the  leading  importers  quotes  36s.  6d.  for 
"  super  extra,"  and  35s.  per  lb.  for  super  A.  Prices  in  London 
are  fairly  firm  and  above  the  parity  of  those  ruliDg  in  Spain. 

Sarsaparilla— The  s'.s.  Cedric  has  arrived  with  45 
packages. 

Sassafras. — Chips  in  ton  lots  are  obtainable  at  25s.  per 
cwt.,  spot. 

Shellac— A  quiet  tone  has  prevailed,  with  small  spot- 
sales  of  fair  TN  Orange  on  a  basis  of  233s.  for  cash  ;  fine 
blocky  Orange  has  been  sold  at  242s.  &£.,  spot.  For  arrival 
no  important  business  has  been  done,  but  futures  have  been 
dealt  in  to  a  fair  extent  at  lower  prices,  including  January 
delivery  at  228s  ,  February  222s.,  March  212s.  and  213s.,  and 
May  209s.  and  208s.  per  cwt. 


Silver  Nitrate  has  been  slightly  reduced,  the  quotation 
for  crystal  being  from  Is.  5%d.  to  Is.  6d.  per  oz.,  according  to 
quantity. 

Spices. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  Cochin  Oinger  was 
steady,  washed  rough,  wormy  (220)  selling  at  21s.  6d.  to 
22s.  6^.,  and  damaged  22s.  to  25s.  ;  sound  was  bought  in  at 
26s.,  and  small-cut  Cochin  at  40s.  Singapore  Pepper  (167) 
sold  without  reserve  at  6\d.  for  fair,  and  fair  Alleppy  (53)  at 
6d.  without  reserve.  Of  Singapore  white  41  bags  sold 
without  reserve  at  9\d.  to  9f#.  for  fair,  and  186  bags  Penarg 
at  9^d.  to  9%d.,  also  without  reserve.  Privately  the  market 
has  been  quiet.  Pimento  was  bought  in  at  4d  for  fair. 
West  Indian  Nutmegs  were  lower,  and  Mace  was  quiet.  At 
auction  50  bales  of  Zanzibar  were  offered  and  sold  without 
reserve  at  6|rZ.,  being  cheaper.  Privately  the  market  is  easier 
on  balance,  although  a  partial  recovery  was  reported  on 
Wednesday  owing  to  the  small  receipts  in  Zanzibir  during 
the  first  half  of  the  month  (only  250  bales  against  6,000  last 
year).  Small  sales  have  been  made  comprising  January- 
March  6§<#.  to  6j|d,  March-May  Q\^d.  to  Id.,  closing  buyers 
on  Wednesday. 

Sulpiional  is  offered  at  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  net  in  14-lb.  lots. 

Wax,  Bees'. — White  Calcutta  has  advanced  10s.  per  cwt. 
to  11.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Small  sales  have  been  made  on  the  spot 
at  74s.  per  c  wt. 


A  New  CitronelIa=oiI  Test. 

The  Times  of  Ceylon  announces  that  Mr.  M.  Kelway  Bamber 
has  "  discovered  a  simple  and  speedy  method  of  detecting  not 
only  adulteration  in  citronella  oil  but  its  percentage  ;  and  so  com- 
pletely successful  does  the  test  appear  to  be,  that  there  is  every 
prospect  that  what  Mr.  J.  C.  Willis  has  described  as  '  one  of  the 
most  important  minor  industries  in  the  island  '  will  he  set  on  its 
feet  again,  and  the  good  name  of  Ceylon  re  established  in  the  eyes 
of  the  buyers  of  the  oil  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  United  States 
and  elsewhere."  For  particulars  of  the  test  see  the  report  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Chemical  Society. 

Java  Cinchona. 

Messrs.  D.  M.  it  C.  Watering,  of  Amsterdam,  send  us  a  lengthy 
report  written  by  Mr.  Maurenbrecher,  the  well-known  Java 
cinchona  statistician,  giving  that  gentleman's  views  on  the  position 
of  the  drug  generally,  especially  as  to  the  continued  increase  in 
the  production.  Pressure  on  our  space  prevents  us  from  quoting 
his  comments  at  length,  but,  putting  the  matter  briefly,  Mr. 
Maurenbrecher  has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  considerable 
uprooting  has  taken  place  during  late  years,  and  to  that  he 
attributes  the  increased  shipments.  From  1391-93,  he  says, 
there  was  considerable  uprooting  and  little  new  planting  ;  and  from 
1899-1903  there  was  also  considerable  uprcoting,  but  more  important 
new  planting.  But  how  much  was  rooted  out  and  how  much  newly 
planted  it  is  impossible  to  say.  Judging  from  what  he  knows 
about  some  estates  since  1898,  he  estimates  that  at  least 
3,000  bouws  (1  =  "3  acre)  were  uprooted  up  to  1903,  and  adding 
thereto  a  minimum  of  1,000  bouws  for  1901-05  he  makes  a  total  of 
4,000.  On  the  other  hand,  the  extensions  since  1899  have  been 
considerable,  but  how  much  cannot  be  said  with  certainty.  As  it 
takes  from  six  or  eight  years  for  cinchona  to  come  into  full  bearing, 
the  production,  he  says,  is  not  likely  to  show  any  material  increase 
before  1906,  and  in  the  meantime  another  1,0C0  bouws  will  pro- 
bably have  been  uprooted.  In  spite  of  this  danger  of  prodigal 
uprooting  on  the  part  of  a  few  estates,  Mr.  Maurenbrecher  is  con- 
vinced that  the  Java  production  during  the  next  two  years  will  not 
increase  to  any  considerable  extent,  and  that  no  over-production 
is  to  be  feared,  at  any  rate  in  1904,  especially  as  the  world's 
consumption  is  growing  and  the  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom 
falling  off. 

Dog=fish  Oil. 

A  correspondent  in  Nova  Scotia  writes  to  the  Pharl.  Era  that, 
since  the  failure  of  the  Lofoten  fisheries,  the  dog-fish,  which  was 
formerly  an  execrated  pest,  is  now  much  sought  after.  The  livers 
have  been  in  steady  demand  for  some  time,  and  as  much  as 
$1.25  per  bucket  has  been  paid  for  them.  The  oil  obtained  from 
the  dog-fish  is  of  a  pale  straw-colour,  with  little  odour,  "  and 
practically  indistinguishable  from  cod-liver-oil  when  well  made." 
Several  of  the  larger  fish-firms  have  put  in  small  plants  for  the 
treatment  of  livers  and  refining  of  oil,  and  it  is  mostly  shipped  by 
them  under  its  true  designation,  "fish  oil."  The  exports  will 
probably  exceed  that  of  last  year  by  some  thousands  of  barrels, 
but  what  becomes  of  it  when  it  leaves  the  Atlantic  seaboard  and 
reaches  Upper  Canada  and  the  United  States  can  only  be 
surmised. 
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Java  Cinchona=anaIyses. 

We  understand  that  Dr.  Koppeschaar,  one  of  the  principal 
analysts  of  the  cinchona  offered  at  the  Amsterdam  auctions,  has 
retired  from  that  position,  and  no  further  analyses  of  such 
cinchona  will  be  issued  by  him.  The  auction  held  to-day 
(Thursday),  reported  under  "  Cablegrams,"  is  the  first  not  to 
contain  any  of  Dr.  Koppeschaar's  analyses,  and  it  is  expected  that 
this  fact  will  influence  the  unit,  as  the  doctor's  analyses,  as  a  rule, 
were  always  the  lowest. 

A  New  Cod=oil  Factory. 

A  new  factory  for  the  production  of  cod  oil  (not  medicinal  cod- 
liver  oil)  from  "  foot3  "  has  recently  been  started  at  Barton-on- 
Humber.  We  understand  that  the  method  adopted  is  known  as 
the  "  benzine  process,"  and  is  the  invention  of  a  Mr.  Stephenson, 
the  originator  of  the  present  concern.  It  is  said  that  this 
process  has  already  been  tried  by  oae  or  two  makers  in  Hull  for 
extracting  oil,  but  the  working  of  it  has  so  far  proved  too  ex- 
pensive, so  that  the  venture  is  being  watched  with  interest  by  the 
local  makers. 

Norwegian  Cod=liver  Oil. 

As  we  have  already  mentioned,  one  of  the  reasons  given  out 
for  the  failure  of  the  Norwegian  cod-fisheries  is  the  destruction  of 
the  whales  off  the  coast  of  Norway,  the  fishermen  maintaining 
that  when  whales  are  on  the  coast  cod  are  also  plentiful,  as  the 
whales  drive  away  the  seals.  The  whalers,  on  the  o;her  hand, 
refuse  to  admit  the  contention  of  the  fishermen  ;  they  say  two 
things  may  be  true,  but  they  are  circumstances  not  depending  on 
each  other.  This  matter  has  agitated  the  fishermen  for  some 
years,  but  relief  is  now  expected,  as  the  Norwegian  Storthing  has 
before  it  an  Act  prohibiting  all  whaling  for  ten  years  in  Northern 
Norway,  allowing  the  old  companies,  however,  to  continue  during 
1904.  This  Act  has  passed  through  one  department,  and  will,  in 
all  probability,  become  law.  It  is  evident  that  the  Norwegian 
Government  has  at  last  recognised  the  contention  of  the  North 
Norway  fishermen,  the  scarcity  of  fish  this  year  having  no  doubt 
brought  matters  to  a  crisis.  It  now  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
any  beneficial  effects  will  follow  this  proposed  drastic  reform. 

Scotch  Cod-liver  Oil. 

A  correspondent  sends  us  a  cutting  from  the  Aberdeen  Free 
Press  of  December  2,  giving  an  account  of  the  manufacture  of 
cod-liver  oil  in  Aberdeen,  where  it  is  at  present  regarded  as  a 
subsidiary  branch  of  the  fishing  industry.  The  method  of  manu- 
facture is  substantially  that  adopted  by  Norwegian  manufac- 
turers, the  livers  being  put  into  pans  and  heated  by  steam,  after 
which  the  oil  is  removed  by  straining  and  filtered  through  flannel. 
There  are  some  three  or  four  local  firms  who  make  the  medicinal 
oil  as  a  branch  of  an  ordinary  fish  business,  and  they  claim  to 
produce  an  article  scarcely,  if  at  all  inferior  to  the  Norwegian 
oil.  The  oil  manufactured  in  Aberdeen  is  practically  all  con- 
sumed there,  but  naturally  it  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  local 
demand.  In  former  year3  4s.  per  cwt.  was  about  the  price  of 
cod  livers,  but  now  prime  quality  for  the  production  of  the  medi- 
cinal oil  is  worth  20s.  per  cwt. 

Montreal  Pot  and  Pearl  Ashes. 

Those  interested  in  the  pot  and  pearl  ashes  trade,  which  centres 
in  Montreal,  are  at  present  disturbed  over  the  fact  that  there  is 
no  official  authorised  to  inspect  the  output.  The  inspector,  who 
has  been  on  duty  for  considerably  over  a  decade,  has  resigned, 
and  the  Government  has  not  taken  steps  to  appoint  a  successor. 
The  authorities  some  years  ago  decided  that  the  inspection  of 
these  articles  should  be  optional  and  not  obligatory,  and  as  a 
result  the  official  inspector,  who  is  a  practical  chemist,  found  that 
the  returns  were  not  sufficient  to  make  it  worth  while  to  retain 
the  position.  The  action  of  the  Government  in  this  matter  has 
given  rise  to  a  considerable  amount  of  adulteration  in  the  articles 
in  question,  and  salt  figures  largely  in  this  connection.  The 
trade  to-day  is  consequently  in  a  m03t  helpless  position,  and  the 
Government  is  blamed  for  this  state  of  affairs.  Merchants  are 
unable  to  ship  on  contract,  as  there  is  no  possible  means  of  classi- 
fying the  product.  A  specialist  with  technical  knowledge  is 
required  to  grade  each  barrel,  and  there  is  no  authority  to  apply 
the  accepted  brands.  It  is  said  that  the  worst  sufferers  are  the 
country  makers  of  potashes,  who  bring  their  barrels  in  to  market 
in  Montreal,  and  have  been  accustomed  to  obtain  cash  from  the 
merchants  in  exchange  for  the  inspection  bill.  It  is  said  that 
the  adulteration  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes  has  reached  such  a  point 
that  the  trade  threatens  to  be  entirely  extinguished  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  German  ashes.  The  authorities  are  promising  to 
give  the  matter  early  attention,  and  it  is  said  that  an  inspector 
will  be  appointed  p ro  tern,  until  they  take  definite  action. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  a  fairly  steady  all-round  demand  in  the  heavy -chemical 
market,  and  quite  a  moderate  business  is  being  completed,  both 
on  prompt  and  forward  account.    Values  are  generally  steady  at 


unchanged  rates,  and,  as  a  rule,  with  more  taadency  to.virds 
advancement  than  decline. 

Alkali-produce. — Caustic  soda  in  steady  inquiry  at  unchanged 
rates.  Bleaching- powder  easily  maintains  a  firmer  tone  at  last- 
mentioned  figures,  and  still  higher  figures  for  next  year  seem  far 
from  improbable.  Ammonia  alkali  very  steady.  Other  products 
as  recently  noted. 

Green  Copperas  has  only  been  moving  very  quietly,  although 
moderate  sales  have  been  made  over  next  year.  Price3  are  down 
a  little,  and  best  Lancashire  makes  now  stand  at  37s.  6rZ.  to  40s. 
per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  and  Welsh  lis.  to  12s.  per  ton,  free  on 
rails  in  bulk. 

Kecovered  Sulphur,  with  scarcity  and  steady  demand,  easily 
maintains  a  very  firm  position,  and  prices  tend  higher.  Present 
figures  51.  10s.  to  57.  15s.  per  ton  in  bags,  free  on  rails. 

Barium  Products. — -Values  in  this  department  keep  much  &i 
lately  reported,  whilst  general  demand  keep3  up  well.  Blanc  fixe, 
pure  precipitated  sulphate  of  barium  in  paste  form,  57. 15s.  to  6?.  5s. 
per  ton  in  8-9  cwt.  cisks.  Chloride  of  barium,  in  good  consumptive 
demand,  ordinary  refined  crystals  at  51.  17s.  6(7.  to  6?..  7s.  6d.  per 
ton  in  large  casks  ex  stock,  and  bags  57.  12s.  6(7.  to  67.  2s.  6c7.  per 
ton.  Mineral  sulphate  of  barytes,  ground,  continues  to  move  well 
at  prices  varying  from  40s.  to  100s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality, 
quantity,  and  package.  Sulphide  of  barium,  crude  calcined,  70  t} 
75  per  cent.,  47.  5s.  to  47.  15s.  per  ton  in  6-7  cwt.  casks.  Hydrate 
of  baryta,  best  crystals,  137.  It's,  to  147.  per  ton  in  6-7  cwt.  casks. 
Nitrate  of  baryta  has  scarcely  maintained  late  firmer  position,  and 
prices  are  down  somewrat.  Crystals  16  7.  10s.  to  177.  10s.  per  ton, 
and  powdered  167.  15s.  to  177.  15s.  per  ton,  in  usual  casks. 

Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool.  December  16. 

Acid,  Citric. — Some  foreign  agents  are  unable  to  sell  without 
submitting,  as  an  advance  is  expected  in  the  near  future. 

Acid,  Oxalic. — Several  makers  are  unwilling  to  quote  now  for 
delivery  over  next  year.  One  maker  gives  a  nominal  quotation  of 
2|c7..  per  lb.,  net,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  would  actually  sell 
at  this  price. 

Acid,  Tart.aric. — Foreign  is  very  firm  at  Yl\d.  per  lb.  Several 
makers  have  instructed  their  agents  not  to  sell  without  submitting, 
as  they  expect  a  sudden  advance  very  shortly. 

Chilian  Beeswax. — Small  sales  have  been  made  in  store  at 
77.  5s.  to  77.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Canary-seed  is  slightly  easier  at  65s.  per  quarter. 

Castor  Oil. — Stocks  of  good  seconds  Calcutta  on  the  spot  are 
somewhat  reduced,  and  holders  are  firm  in  their  ideas  at  2\d.  to 
2T5Br7.  per  lb.  in  store.  For  December-January  shipment  2T55rZ. 
per  lb.  is  still  asked,  but  very  little  business  is  passing. 

Chlorate  of  Potash. — In  a  firm  position,  and  although  tha 
price  has  not  actually  advanced,  it  is  likely  to  do  so  before  long._ 

Colza  Oil.— Prices  have  advanced  about  12s.  6(7.  per  ton,  2d?. 
being  quoted  for  prompt  and  forward  shipment. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — In  sympathy  with  the  crude  material, 
prices  have  advanced  Is.  to  2s  per  cwt.  Some  makers  ars 
unwilling  to  sell  any  just  at  present. 

Quillaia. — Small  sales  have  been  made  for  January  shipment 
at  217.  10s.  per  ton,  ex  quay.  Stocks  on  the  spot  are  very  much 
reduced,  and  held  firmly  at  217.  10s.  to  227. 

Chillies  (Sierra  Leone). — One  hundred  and  fifty-four  bags 
on  the  quay  have  been  sold  at  42s.  6(7. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamburg,  December  15 
Our  drug-market  shows  very  little  business  this  week,  and 

alterations  in  value  are  few. 
Aniseed  is  tending  firmer,  Russian  on  the  spoi  being  quoted 

41m.  per  100  kilo3.    600  bags  in  transit  have  arrived  from  the 

Levant. 

Antimony  is  tending  firmer  at  22Jm.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor.— B,efined  is  firmer ;  430m.  per  100  kilo3.  has  been 
paid  for  prompt,  and  435m.  for  later  delivery. 

Cascara-sagrada  is  steady  at  from  155m.  to  160m,  per  100 
kilos. 

Carnauba-v/ax  is  very  firm  at  from  185m.  to  205m.  per  100 
kilos.,  according  to  quality. 

Cocaine  (Crude). — 1a  quality  is  quoted  34Cm.  to  330m.  per 
kilo. 

Ergot  is  quiet  at  330m.  per  100  kilos. 

Jalap  is  tending  firmer  at  95m.  to  100m.  per  100  kilos. 

Japanese  Wax  is  firm  at  143m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium  is  firm  at  515m  per  100  kilos,  for  cases. 

Menthol  shows  a  fair  demand  at  424m.  on  the  spot,  and  36:n. 
per  kilo,  for  forward  delivery. 

Oils  (Essential).  -  Star-aniseed  is  firm  at  lOim.  per  kilo. 
Peppermint  is  improving ;  for  HGH  14m.  per  lb.  has  been  paid 
for  single  cases.    Japanese  is  firmer,  and  16m.  per  kilo,  is  asked. 


Messrs.  David  Thom,  Domeier  &  Co.  (Limited)  are  removing 
to  20  and  21  Harp  Lane,  Great  Tower  Street,  E.C. 
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Western  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  Norfolk  Hotel, 
Paddington,  on  December  16,  the  President  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Bowen)  in  the  chair.  There  were  about  two  dozen  members 
present,  and  the  first  business  done  was  the  proposition  of  new 
members.  One  of  those  proposed  for  honorary  membership 
was  Dr.  Lanyon  Owen,  who  takes  a  considerable  interest  in 
the  Association,  and  is  usually  a  speaker  at  the  annual  dinners. 
Thereafter,  the  Hon.  Seceetaey  (Mr.  W.  J.  I.  Philp)  intimated 
that  a  letter  had  been  received  from  Mr.  Hickman,  stating 
that  as  he  had  retired  from  business  he  desired  to  resign  his 
membership  in  the  Association.  The  President  thought  they 
were  obliged  to  Mr.  Hickman  for  the  polite  way  in  which  he 
had  intimated  his  resignation.  Members,  he  said,  did  not 
usually  take  the  trouble  to  resign  so  gracefully. 

Mb.  J.  H.  Mathews. 

The  Pbesident,  after  t'lanking  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation for  electing  him  their  President  for  a  second  term,  pro- 
ceeded to  refer  to  the  death  of  their  late  Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Mathews.  He  stated  that  on  behalf  of  the  Association  Mr. 
Gulliver  and  himself  had  gone  down  to  Oxford  to  pay  their 
last  respects  to  Mr.  Mathews's  memory.  Mr.  Mathews  wa~, 
h?  said,  a  typical  pharmacist,  to  know  whom  was  to  love.  He 
moved — - 

That  (his  Associatio  1  has  heard  with  the  greatest  regret  of  the 
death  cf  Mr.  John  Hiichcock  Mathews,  who  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  AssccUti  -n,  a  past  President,  and  for  many  years 
Treasurer,  and  wishes  to  convey  to  his  relatives  its  sincere 
sympathy  in  the  sad  loss  they  have  sustained. 

Mr.  H.  Cracknell  said  he  had  lost  a  dear  personal  friend 
in  Mr.  Mathews.  During  the  two  years  of  Mr.  Mathews's 
presidency  he  (Mr.  Cracknell)  had  worked  with  him  as  Secre- 
tary, and  he  could  testify  to  his  invariable  courtesy  and 
geniality.  Mr.  W.  F.  Gulliver  said  Mr.  Mathews  was  a  very 
old  friend  of  his,  and  he  was  sure  all  who  knew  him  greatly 
deplored  his  loss.  Mr.  Weston  desired  to  add  his  testimony 
to  the  genial  life  and  character  of  his  old  friend,  John  Mathews. 
He  knew  him  from  the  time  he  came  to  London  until  his  death, 
and  had  found  him  honest  and  honourable  in  the  highest 
degree.  He  was  far  removed  from  doing  anything  over- 
reaching or  underhanded,  or,  in  fact,  anything  to  be  asha  ned 
of,  and  everybody  respected  and  liked  him. 

Mr.  Philp  and  Mr.  Worsley  desired  to  be  associated  with 
the  resolution,  which  was  passed  in  silence,  upstanding. 

Medicine-stamps. 

The  President  intimated  that  there  was  no  set  subject 
for  discussion,  but  there  were  many  subjects  of  pharma- 
ceutical interest  that  might  be  discussed.  He  presumed  the 
Medicine-stamp  Act  was  the  most  popular  subject,  and  per- 
haps members  would  desire  to  discuss  it.  Mr.  Marsh  thought 
it  useless  to  discuss  the  matter  until  it  became  more  apparent 
that  Somerset  House  was  in  a  fair  way  of  finally  making  up 
its  mind  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  and  what  was  not  to  be 
done.  He  gave  particulars  of  an  experience  that  had  hap- 
pened to  himself.  He  submitted  to  the  authorities  a  label 
^ome  time  ago  which  was  returned  marked  "Not  liable." 
A  few  months  afterwards  he  received  information  to  show 
cause  why  he  should  not  be  fined  107.  for  using  the  same 
label.  He  explained,  and  was  told  he  would  not  be  fined  this 
time,  but  was  "  not  to  do  it  again."  Mr.  Gulliver  and  Mr. 
Worsley  had  similar  experiences  to  relate. 

The  President  said  it  had  always  been  a  surprising  thing 
to  him  that  Somerset  House  should  voluntarily  take  the 
trouble  to  give  their  opinion  on  labels  submitted  to  them. 
He  never  could  understand  the  reason  for  such  a  remarkable 
concession.  Mr.  Cracknell  was  of  opinion  that  the  Glyn- 
J one3  case  was  totally  unnecessary,  and  a  big  mistake.  If  a 
chemist  wanted  to  recommend  a  medicine  for  a  special  pur- 
pose, why  not  stamp  the  medicine  as  the  Act  requires  ?  If  a 
label  was  so  drawn  up  as  to  lead  the  public  to  think  the 
ammoniated  quinine  or  whatever^  was  was  specially  prepared, 
and  better  than  the  neighbouring  chemist's,  then  it  ought  to 
be  stamped.  The  test-case  was,  he  reiterated,  a  mistake,  and 
had  been  the  means  of  raising  a  hornet's  nest  round  chemists' 


ears.  Mr.  Philp  was  inclined  to  agree  with  Mr.  Cracknell, 
but  they  received  little  support  from  the  other  members, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Jones,  Mr.  Worsley,  and  [Mr.  Gulliver 
pointing  out  the  advantages  accruing  to  chemists  from  the 
exemption  gained  in  the  Gl3'n- Jones  case. 

A  Dispensing-problem. 

Mr.  Worsley  then  asked  the  opinion  of  members  present 
on  the  dispensing  of  the  following  prescription  : 

Potass,  iodid.  ..    5j- 

Quininae  sulphat   gr.  viij. 

Acid,  sulph.  dil   ltlxxiv. 

Aquam  ad    ...  oxlj' 

Ft.  mist.1 

However  carefully  dispensed,  liberation  of  iodine  takes 
place  when  the  mixture  stands  for  a  short  time,  and  a  pre- 
cipitate (which  he  took  for  a  gummy  icdide  of  quinine)  was 
slowly  formed.  Mr.  Worsley  wanted  the  opinion  of  the  meet- 
ing on  whether  such  a  prescription  would  be  dispensed  as  it 
stood  in  the  examination-room,  and  as  to  what  would  be 
the  method  adopted  by  members  in  their  own  pharmacies. 

Mr.  Cracknell  said  he  would  omit  the  acid  and  suspend 
with  a  little  mucilage  of  tragacanth.  Another  suggestion 
was  that  just  sufficient  acid  to  dissolve  the  quinine  should  be 
used  (from  6  to  10  minims),  and  the  other  ingredients  dis- 
pensed as  written.  The  President  was  of  opinion  that 
failing  a  consultation  with  the  prescriber,  the  addition  of  a 
little  mucilage  was  justifiable.  Mr.  Worsley  produced  the 
mixture  dispensed  as  written,  and  it  was  of  a  distinctly 
brownish  tint,  with  a  flocculent  precipitate.  Mr.  Gulliver, 
being  called  upon  as  an  examiner,  said  the  prescription  was 
not  such  a  one  as  he  would  set  to  a  candidate  for  examination. 
In  his  opinion  the  duty  of  the  examiner  was  to  find  out  if  the 
candidate  was  a  capable  man  to  perform  certain  duties  to  the 
public,  and  he  did  not  approve  of  "  catch  "  prescriptions. 
With  regard  to  the  mixture,  if  brought  to  his  own  pharmacy) 
he  would  endeavour  to  consult  the  prescriber,  and  if  that  were 
impracticable,  he  would  omit  the  acid  and  suspend  the 
quinine  as  had  been  suggested.  An  informal  discussion  took 
place  concerning  the  matter,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr. 
Worsley  said  that  physicians  when  consulted  too  often 
were  apt  to  get  irritated.  He  thought  matters  of  dispensing 
experience,  like  the  case  under  consideration,  should  be  left 
a  gcod  deal  more  to  the  discretion  of  the  chemist.  He 
alluded  to  the  practice  in  the  examination-room,  because  his 
assistant  told  him  that  a  similar  prescription  had  been  given 
him  to  dispense  at  his  examination.  He  had  dispensed  it  as 
written,  and  the  examiner  had  assured  him  that  that  was  the 
only  permissible  way. 

A  desultory  discussion  then  took  place  on  the  question  of 
the  exemption  of  pharmaceutical  chemists  from  serving  on 
coroners'  juries.  Mr.  Howse  thought  it  was  not  generally 
known  that  pharmaceutical  chemists  were  not  exempt  from 
service.  He  had  been  summoned  a  short  time  ago,  and  on 
pleading  that  he  was  exempt  the  Coroner  told  him  no  one  was 
exempt  from  coroner's  jury  service.  This  was  a  revelation 
to  various  pharmacists  present,  who  had  evidently  been  living 
under  the  delusion  that  they  could  not  be  requisitioned  for 
the  "  crowner's  quest." 


Sh.ffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society. 

A  meeting  was  h3ld  in  the  Montgomery  Hall,  Surrey  Street, 
on  Wednesday  ev^niDg,  December  16,  Mr.  A.  R.  Fox  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  W.  Watson- Will,  F.L.S.,  was  amongst  those 
present. 

The  President  read  his  paper  cn 

Territorial  Represln cation. 

Mr.  Tocher's  scheme  was  the  basis  of  his  remarks,  an.l  he 
took  the  first  forty  lines  as  stating  the  case,  viz.  : 

The  members  of  the  Pharmacautical  Society  have  had  the 
right  of  voting  for  each  and  every  one  of  the  members  of  Council 
ever  since  tte  foundation  of  the  Society  in  1841.  As  a  bod}' 
corporate  it  was  considered  by  its  founders  to  be  one  constituer  cj 
of  persons  brought  together  by  a  common  object,  and  whether  a 
constituent  member  lived  near  Land's  End  or  John  o'  Groats  he 
had,  and  right  well  oughtto  have,  a  voice  in  the  election  of  each 
and  every  individual  member  of  Council.     In  addition  to  the 
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principle  involved  in  such  a  proceeding,  the  founders  had  the 
great  precedent  shown  by  the  Royal  Society,  and,  besides,  there 
was  the  concurrent  aot'.on  of  the  Chemical  Society,  founded  in 
the  same  year.  The  present  system  has  many  advantages.  It  is 
simple,  direct,  and  central.  Members  have  the  right  by  charter 
to  convene,  on  the  third  Thursday  of  every  month  of  May,  and 
directly  vote  by  ballot  for  such  members  as  they  consider  fit  aid 
proper  persons  to  be  members  of  Council  for  the  ensuing  year. 
A  voter  has  thus  a  direct  interest  in  every  councillor,  while  every 
councillor  has  his  seat  in  Bloomsbury  Square  in  virtue  of  the 
action  and  will  of  the  whole  Society,  not  a  geographically  isolated 
section  of  it.  The  result  is  that,  in  the  main,  only  well-known 
pharmacists,  men  of  wide  reputation,  can  hope  to  take  part  in  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Society.  With  the  exception 
of  the  Metropolis  itself,  the  election  of  a  member  with  a  purely 
local  reputation  is  rare.  So  that,  from  the  first,  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  has  consisted  of  a  body  of  first-class  pharmacists, 
selected  from  the  most  cultured  members  of  the  Society,  just  as 
members  themselves  are  considered  to  rank  among  the  better 
elements  in  the  15,000  chemists  and  druggists  distributed  through- 
out Great  Britain. 

These  reasons,  said  Mr.  Newsholme,  are  just  as  applicable 
to-day  as  they  were  sixty  years  ago.  Having  expressed  his 
admiration  for  Mr.  Tocher's  painstaking  effort,  he  confessed 
that,  viewing  the  scheme  as  a  serious  suggestion  in  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  administration,  it  did  not  impress  him  either 
with  its  desirability  or  its  practicability.  The  two  most 
essential  requisites  of  a  good  pharmaceutical  councillor  are 
administrative  capacity  and  time  to  devote  to  the  Society. 
Those  qualifications  are  not  grouped  in  Great  Britain  on 
a  territorial  basis,  and  any  scheme  of  election  which 
has  a  tendency  to  shut  out  from  the  Council  any  man 
possessing  business  judgment  and  reasonable  opportunities 
for  placing  it  at  our  disposal  is  inherently  bad. 
Mr.  Newsholme  was  convinced  that  it  would  be  most  per- 
nicious to  attempt  to  govern  the  affairs  of  pharmacy  on  the 
basis  of  the  Imperial  Party  system.  '■'  Why,"  he  asked, 
"  should  it  ba  supposed  that  any  of  my  colleagues  at  Blooms- 
buy  would  make  better  advisers  if  they  were  labelled  with 
the  name  of  a  district?  The  tendency  to  emphasise  the 
paroLhial  e'ement  in  pharmaceutical  matters  renders  the 
Tocher  system  objectionable."  Of  the  present  members  of 
Council,  three  re?ide  in  the  Metropolitan  area,  two  in  the 
Western  suburbs,  two  in  the  Northern  suburbs,  one  in  the 
South  West  of  England,  one  in  the  Western  Home  Counties, 
one  in  the  exlrjme  West,  one  in  the  Eastern  Counties,  two 
in  the  Midlands,  one  in  the  North-Eastern  portion  of  Eng- 
land, one  in  Yorkshire,  two  in  Scotland  (one  east  and  the 
other  west),  and  four  in  Lancashire.  No  reasonable  person 
can  complain  that  the  Council  only  represents  the  views  of 
one  part  of  the  cuuntry,  and  no  one  can  say  truthfully  that 
the  differences  of  pharmeceutical  practice  in  Great  Britain 
have  no  representation  at  Bloomsbury  Square.  Regarding 
schemes  of  territorial  representation  as  means  of  stimulating 
interest  in  the  Council  elections,  he  contended  that  local 
election  of  councillors  would  be  no  more  successful  in 
rousing  local  interest  than  local  nomination  of  Divisional 
Secretaries  which  he  devised  for  that  purpose,  but  with  the 
result  this  year  that  out  of  5,020-  communications  issued  to 
the  constituencies,  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  received 
back  732  votes !  Speaking  of  Mr.  Tocher's  scheme  from 
an  administrative  point  of  view,  he  hinted  that  some 
members  of  the  Society  who  have  no  business  of  their  own 
are  bound  to  be  more  or  less  migratory  in  their  habits,  and 
some  who  do  possess  businesses  have  interests  in  more  than 
one  division  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  one  case  there  would 
be  grave  danger  of  disfranchisement,  and  in  the  other  there 
would  be  either  plurality  of  votes  or  endless  disputes  as  to 
which  constituency  the  voter  belonged.  A  large  increase  in 
office  staff  which  the  suggested  alteration  would  be  neces- 
sary, and  a  radical  change  in  the  system  of  bookkeeping  at 
headquarters  wou  cl  be  involved,  and  although  he  was  not 
altogether  opposed  to  meeting  the  expense,  he  failed  to 
see  what  advantage  would  be  gained. 

Mr.  Squire,  who  opened  the  discussion,  said  he  could  not 
conscientiously  fall  in  with  Mr.  Tocher's  scheme.  Mr.  El- 
linor  also  objected  to  it,  although  he  is  not  now  a  member 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Mr.  Antcliffe  in  the  main 
agreed  with  Mr.  Tocher.  Mr.  Watson- Will  also  spoke  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Tocher's  scheme,  and  was  followed  on  the  same 
side  by  Mr.  P.  Carr  ;  Mr.  Gilbert  Jackson  also  spoke,  and 
the  discussion  was  excellent  from  beginning  to  end.  Mr. 
Newsholme  replied  and  was  thanked  for  his  paper. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Nottingham  Section. 
At  a  meeting  held  at  the  University  College,  Nottingham, 
on  Wednesday  evening,  December  16,  a  discussion  took  place 
on  Dr.  H.  J.  Watson's  paper  on  "The  Testing  of  Vitriol- 
chamber  Escapes,"  and  notes  on  "  The  Keport  of  the  Govern- 
ment Committee  on  Arsenic  in  Brewing-materials,  with 
special  reference  to  the  Electrolytic- method  of  Testing,' 
were  read  by  Mr.  S.  R.  Trotjian. 

Yorkshire  Section. 

At  the  meetiDg  held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Leeds,  on 
Monday,  December  14,  Professor  H.  R  Procter  read  a 
paper  on  "  Modern  Methods  for  the  Volumetric 

determination  of  hardness  in  water, 
for  the  Estimation  of  the  Lime  and  Magnesia  Salts  and 
Sulphates."  He  showed  how  Pfeiffer  and  Wartha's  methods 
could  be  applied  with  great  advantage  in  the  general 
laboratory,  the  use  of  alizarine  blue  paste  in  boiling  solution 
being  recommended  for  the  acidometric  titration  of  the 
alkaline  salts  present.  For  estimating  the  sulphates 
volumetrically  he  showed  that  benzidine  chloride  can  be 
advantageously  employed. 


Hartlepools  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  December  15,  at  Mallaby's 
Cafe,  25  Church  Street,  West  Hartlepool,  Alderman  Thos. 
Clarkson  presiding.  It  was  agreed  that  the  contract  with 
Messrs.  W.  T.  Avery  for  inspection  and  adjustment  of  scales 
should  date  from  January  1,  1904.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  Christmas  holidays.  The  principal  topic  for  con- 
sideration was  the  report  of  the  sub-committee  in  reference 
to  co-operative  buying  or  formation  of  a  trading  section.  It 
was  agreed  to  form  a  trading  section,  and  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  it  were  arranged.  The  goods  to  be  handled  by  the 
section  will  be  considered  at  the  next  meeting. 


North  Staffs  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  Thursday, 
December  10,  at  the  Roebuck  Hotel,  Stoke-on-Trent,  Mr. 
T.  C.  ]Cornwell  (Vice-President)  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Emery 
gave  an  address,  entitled 

"A  Chat  with  an  M.P. 

on  Matters  Pharmaceutical,  or  a  Plea  for  Chemists'  Rights." 
The  speaker  commenced  by  deploring  the  prospects  of  a  boy 
put  to  pharmacy  nowadays,  and  said  that  after  spending  a 
lot  of  money  on  examinations  he  came  out  to  earn  less  than 
an  ordinary  bricklayer.  A  fortnight  ago,  as  Divisional 
Secretary  for  Stoke-on-Trent,  he  had  a  chat  with  Mr.  Coghill, 
M.P  for  that  division,  who  received  him  very  kindly  and 
took  a  great  interest  in  the  chemists'  case  as  presented  to 
him.  The  speaker  had  previously  had  many  communica- 
tions with  Mr.  Coghill  offering  his  support  to  whatever  of  a. 
practical  nature  was  brought  forward  in  the  interests  of 
pharmacy.  At  the  interview  he  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Coghill 
that  as  the  State  imposed  on  chemists  certain  restrictions  and 
certain  laws  he  thought  the  State  should  give  them  the  same- 
protection  that  they  did  lawyers  and  doctors.  Mr.  Coghill 
asked  how  it  was  that  the  chemists  did  not  get  that  protec- 
tion, and  the  speaker  replied  that  it  was  due  to  the  apathy 
of  the  chemists  themselves,  who  were  content  to  look  solely 
upon  the  commercial  side  of  the  business.  The  speaker  also 
contended  that  a  body  like  theirs,  representing  21,000 
[?5  021  members,  or  15  526]  registered  chemists,  should  have 
a  say  in  the  matter  of  their  interests.  Other  such  bodies 
could  go  in  numbers  to  the  House  of  Commons,  claim  their 
rights,  and  get  them.  Mr.  Coghill  replied  that  he  thought 
chemists  had  a  right  to  Government  protection.  The 
speaker  then  explained  to  Mr.  Coghill  the  present-day 
system  of  company  trading,  where  there  was  probably  only 
one  qualified  chemist  on  the  board  of  directors ;  and  Mr. 
Coghill's  reply  was  "  You  astound  me."  But  he  did  not  see 
how  Civil  Service  Stores  were  to  be  put  down.  Mr.  Emery 
replied  that  they  must  not  make  fish  of  one  and  fowl  of 
another  ;  they  must  have  a  law  for  both.  He  declared  that 
they  would  never  stop  company-trading  until  they 
stopped  "covering"  by  unqualified  men.     The  assistant 
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might  say  he  got  bigger  wages  and  better  hours  with  these 
big  companies,  but  if  big  companies  were  done  away  with 
the  individual  chemist  would  get  more  trade  and  bs  able  to 
pay  his  assistant  more  money  and  to  offer  him  better  condi- 
tions. Mr.  Emery,  dealing  with  small-shops'  trading,  gave 
the  following  list,  which  he  thought  should  be  restricted  to 
chemists  only  :  Camphorated  oil,  opodeldoc,  saltpetre,  sweet 
nitre,  and  spirit  of  camphor.  He  did  not  think  even  those 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  could  take  exception  to  that.  Mr. 
Emery  then  went  on  to  give  an  instance  of  how  a  child's  life 
was  saved  at  Stoke  by  the  use  of  proper  labels  about  six 
weeks  ago.  A  child  came  in  with  a  Worcester-sauce  bottle 
and  asked  for  Id.  of  camphorated  oil.  He  put  a  plain  poison- 
label  on  the  back.  Half  an  hour  afterwards  a  man  came 
into  his  shop  and  said,  «  Mr.  Emery,  I  must  thank  you.  If 
you  had  not  put  that  poison-label  on  the  bottle  I  should  have 
given  it  to  my  baby.  My  little  girl  was  sent  for  castor  oil, 
and  made  a  mistake."  The  speaker  thought  that  a  typical 
case.  He  also  once  had  a  woman  in  his  shop  for  2i.  of 
sweet  nitre,  who  asked,  "  How  much  must  I  give  to  the  baby, 
who  is  three  months  old  '?  "  Mr.  Emery  told  her  she  must 
not  give  sweet  nitre  to  a  child  three  months  old,  and  she 
replied,  "  My  next-door  neighbour  told  me  to  give  it  two  tea- 
spoonfuls  to  make  it  sweat.''    (Loud  laughter.) 

Mr.  Emery  next  went  on  to  deal  with  cases  in  which 
dcctors  in  dispensing  had  done  it  wrongly,  and  death  to  the 
patient  had  resulted,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  there 
was  one  law  for  the  doctors  and  one  for  the  dispansing 
chemists.  He  believed  that  doctors  would  willingly  give  up 
dispensing  to-day  if  the  public  could  be  educated  to  it.  Let 
the  doctors  prescribe  and  the  chemists  dispense.  He  wanted 
to  see  the  potrnt  drugs  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  controlled  by 
chemists  only,  and  that  view  was  backed  up  by  a  pamphlet 
which  he  would  distribute,  entitled  "  Plain  Facts  for 
Thoughtful  People." 

A  discussion  followed. 

Hours  in  the  Potteries. 
The  Chairman  gave  a  lucid  risumi  of  the  work  done  at 
the  recent  conference  of  tradesmen  and  organised  shop- 
assistants  of  the  Potteries  on  the  question  of  shop-hours,  and 
asked  to  have  the  following  resolution  placed  on  the  agenda 
for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association  : 

That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  in  the  interests  and  well- 
being  of  those  engaged  in  the  distributive  trades  of  chemists  it 
is  necessary  that  the  hours  of  labour  in  shops  be  controlled  by 
compulsory  action. 

Referring  to  the  scheme  passed  by  the  recent  Conference, 
Mr.  Cornwell  said  the  hours  for  closing  were  fixed  as  under  : 
Monday,  eight;  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  7  30;  Thursday, 
one;  Friday,  eight;  and  Saturday,  ten,  with  extra  half-hour  I 
allowed  grocers  and  allied  trades  (including  chemists)  on  | 
Friday. 

On  this  question  Mr.  Averill,  J.P.  (Stafford),  wrote  an 
interesting  letter,  saying  he  did  not  much  trust  voluntary 
action  in  the  matter  of  earlier  closing.  He  would  raihsr 
see  it  made  compulsory  on  all  business  premises  to  be  closed 
not  later  than  seven  each  night,  except  Saturday,  which 
might  be  nine  o'clock. 


Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  A  B.C.  rooms,  58  King's  Road,  on 
Thursday,  December  10,  at  9  p.m.  The  President  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Gibson)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance  of 
members. 

The  Chairman  intimated  the  receipt  of  a  telegram  from 
the  "  Pharmaceutical  Journal  "  about  the  extension  of  time 
under  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts. 

The  committee  then  presented  their  adaption  of  the  old 

Rules  of  the  Association 

extended  and  amended  to  meet  present  requirements. 
Amongst  the  alterations  were  the  annual  subscription  to  be 
2<.  6rl.  and  the  officers  and  the  committee  to  be  elected  by 
the  members  in  annual  general  meeting  instead  of  by  the 
committee.  With  thtse  and  other  minor  alterations  the 
rules  were  adopted. 

The  by-laws  were  the  subject  of  a  good  deal  of  discussion, 
and  with  small  alteration  were  adopted. 


Co-operative  Buying. 
The  formation  of  the  Buying  Club  was  the  next  subject 
brought  up  for    consideration,  and    the   following  were 
accepted  as  the  principal  points  of  the  scheme  : 

It  shall  consist  of  members  who  are  registered  chemists  in 
business,  and  who  are  not  trading  as  a  limited  company,  and  also 
who  are  members  of  the  Brighton  Association  of  Pnarmacy. 

The  aft'iirs  of  the  Club  to  be  conducted  by  a  committee  of  three 
members,  elected  annually  (Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Stock- 
keeper). 

The  annual  subscription  to  be  2s.  6d.  (increasable  if  advisable1, 
due  January  1,  and  payable  in  advance. 

That  each  member  shall  belong  to  the  P.A.T.A. 

Each  member  to  deposit  51.  a3  capital,  which  is  toremaia  in  the 
Club,  he  having  the  privilege  of  obtaining  goods  from  the  Club's 
depot  for  cash  with  order  at  actual  net  cost  (plus  proportion  of 
carriage  when  charged). 

Business-hours  9  A.M.  to  6  p  M. 

Each  member  to  write  out  fully  all  orders  and  sign  same,  and 
do  his  own  porterage. 

The  goods  bought  by  the  Club  to  be  stored  and  insured  at  one 
or  more  depots  under  management  of  a  member,  and  to  be  sold 
in  J-dozen  to  l-do::en  lots  at  a  time. 

Thres  days'  full  notice  to  be  given  for  larger  quantities. 

One  month's  notice  to  the  Secretary  necessary  by  member 
wishing  to  resign,  when  the  amoant  at  credit  of  member  will  be 
refunded  in  full. 

Members  may  be  eligible  to  buy  goods  from  the  depob  one  week 
after  having  paid  subscription  and  deposit. 

The  Club  was  then  inaugurated  with  fifteen  members,  and 
the  committee  appointed — viz. :  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  R. 
Cook,  88  King's  Road,  Brighton  ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Franklin  ; 
and  Depot-keeper  (for  one  year),  Mr.  G.  B.  Savage. 

Any  member  of  the  Association  eligible  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  Club  was  invited  to  join,  and  could  do  so  by 
sending  name,  deposit,  and  subscription  (3/.  2*.  61.)  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary.  The  Club  will  be  in  a  position  to  supply 
members  in  the  beginning  of  January. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Association  was  fixed  for  Jan- 
uary 14-,  1904,  and  every  member  is  asked  to  attend. 


Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Trade 
Association. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at  33  York  Place 
on  Thursday  evening,  December  9,  Mr.  W.  S.  Glass  pre- 
siding. 

Nomination  of  Members. 

The  Chairman  nominated  as  new  members  Mr.  John  A. 
White,  15  Montague  Terrace,  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Glass,  Gilmour 
Place  ;  Mr.  Claude  Henry  nominated  Mr.  John  Beveridge, 
Canonmills  Bridge  ;  and  Mr.  Roavland  nominated  Mr.  W.  K. 
Mitchell,  53  Main  Street,  Newhaven. 

The  Conference  and  Federation. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  gave  in  the  joint  report  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie 
and  himself  regarding  the  B  P.C.  and  the  Federation  meet- 
ings at  Bristol.  In  the  course  of  this  it  was  mentioned  that 
certain  remarks  had  been  made  which  might  be  interpreted 
as  indicatinga  belief  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  have 
trade  questions  discussed  at  the  Conference  meetings.  They 
were  firmly  persuaded  that  to  do  so  would  be  speedily  fatal 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  Conference  and  damaging  to  the 
true  progress  of  pharmacy  as  a  profession.  The  delegates 
attached  very  great  value  to  the  efforts  that  had  been  made 
by  the  Federation  in  connection  with  trade  matters.  The 
report  also  dealt  with  the  day  and  hour  of  the  Federation 
meeting,  calling  attention  to  what  the  A.Ph.A.  does,  and 
saying  that  it  would  be  inadvisable  and  impracticable  to 
adopt  the  system  of  division  into  different  sections  as  in  the 
British  Medical  Association.  The  delegates  highly  com- 
mended Mr.  Tocher's  essay  on  territorial  representation,  and, 
alluding  to  Mr.  Humphrey's  paper  on  the  Medicine-stamp 
Acts,  suggested  that  all  experience  tended  to  show  that  the 
view  long  held  by  many  pharmacists  in  Edinburgh,  and  sug- 
gested in  the  C.  $  D.  by  Mr.  George  Weddell  in  June  last, 
was  the  only  satisfactory  solution  of  the  endless  and  irritat- 
ing anomalies  and  absurdities  by  these  ridiculous  statutes. 
That  view  was  the  repeal  of  the  Acts.  The  report  was  re- 
I  ceived  and  the  delegates  were  thanked. 
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The  Chairman's  Address. 

Mr.  Glass  then  delivered  his  address,  in  the  course  of 
•which  he  noted  several  trade-matters  which  have  had  pro- 
minence since  the  Association  last  met.  Incidentally  he 
eaid  the  standard  of  the  Minor  examination  is  sufficiently 
high  for  present  requirements,  and  it  could  be  divided  with 
advantage  without  reference  to  a  curriculum.  The  qualifica- 
tion had  hitherto  been  measured  by  the  requirements  of  the  , 
medical  profession ;  but  this  is  not  always  necessary,  ; 
although  it  may  be  in  such  places  as  Edinburgh.  He  dealt 
with  the  relations  between  prescribers  and  dispensers,  sug- 
gesting  that  something  remains  to  be  done  to  make  them 
more  intimate.  Chemists  have  certain  stock  grievances 
agaiast  medical  men,  but  the  intimate  relations  between 
the  two  professions  warrant  the  chemists  in  pointing  out  the 
dangers  which  attend  the  ordering  of  certain  preparations, 
especially  when  these  dangers  came  prominently  before  his 
notice.  He  set  down  as  one  of  the  grievances  the  indiscri- 
minate ordering  of  proprietaries.  The  practice  of  dispensing 
a  proprietary  with  its  original  wrappings  was  condemned. 
Mr.  Glass  also  directed  attention  to  the  ordering  of  large  doses 
without  attesting  with  initials  or  indicating  in  any  way  that 
an  unusual  dose  is  intended.  He  mentioned  a  casein  which  a 
prescription  for  six  1-gr.  antipyrin-powders,  labelled  "  Anti- 
pyrin-powders,"  was  dispensed  for  an  infant.  A  messenger 
was  sent  for  a  further  supply  without  explanation  or  pre- 
scription, and  10  gr.  powders  were  supplied,  and  a  serious 
accident  was  fortunately  prevented  by  the  timely  thought  of 
the  dispenser..  On  the  question  of  preferences  he  said  he 
believed  that  Edinburgh  is  as  free  as  any  in  the  world  from 
the  taint  of  collusion  between  interested  parties  in  the 
healing-profession  ;  yet  there  is  such  a  thing  as  preferences 
in  some  isolated  cases  bordering  on  exclu^iveness.  Their 
medical  friends  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  modern  phar- 
macist who  has  passed  the  Qualifying  examination  has 
reached  a  high  standard  of  education  to  enable  him  intel- 
ligently to  carry  out  the  duties  at  the  dispensing-counter. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  much  of  the  estrangement  on  the 
part  of  medical  men  is  due  to  want  of  tact  in  chemists 
themselves.  Chemists  should  approach  medical  men  in  a 
friendly  spirit  What  is  wanted  is  a  free  and  charitable 
expression  of  opinion  on  both  sides. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Boa  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to 
the  Chairman  for  his  address. 

Mr.  Rowland  then  introduced  a  discussion  on 

The  Medicine-stamp  Question. 

He  said  that  what  they  had  to  consider  at  present  was 
the  more  recent  interpretations  which  had  been  brought 
about  by  the  decisions  in  the  Sanguinetti  and  Glyn-Jones 
cases.  It  was  expressed  by  more  than  one  member  at  their 
last  meeting  that  things  should  be  allowed  to  run  their 
natural  course  a  little,  and  he  did  not  know  but  what,  to  a 
certain  extent,  that  would  have  been  best,  for  it  appeared 
that  when  events  seemed  to  be  taking  a  fairly  sati?factcry 
course  too  much  journalistic  enterprise  had  tended  to  c  im- 
plicate matters.  He  was  in  the  hope  that  the  deputation 
irom  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  would  not  have  a  further 
retrograde  effect,  and  he  had  received  a  telegram  from 
London  intimating  that  Mr.  Bremridge  had  received  a  letter 
from  the  Inland  Revenue  giving  an  extension  of  three 
months.  He  pointed  out  that  it  had  been  stated  by  the 
Solicitor  of  the  Inland  Revenue  some  time  ago  that  a 
chemist  could  not  break  bulk  of  his  own  proprietary  pack- 
ages, although  he  could  break  other  proprietary  packag(S. 
He  read  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Spence, 
Linlithgow,  in  which  he  stated  that  a  toilet-vinegar  label 
with  the  words  "  Prevents  contagious  diseases  "  on  it  made 
it  liable  for  stamp-duty.  Mr.  Spence  wrote  that  if  that  was 
so  Rimmel's  toilet-vinegar,  Sanitas  disinfectant,  Condy's 
fluid,  and  a  great  many  similar  preparations  would  be  found 
liable  to  stamp-duty ;  and  where  was  it  to  end  ?  It  was 
also  suggested  that  Coutts's  acetic  acid  was  liable,  because 
the  label  contained  a  recommendation  that  it  was  a  cure  for 
several  diseases.  Mr.  Rowland  explained  that  acetic  acid, 
beiDg  an  entire  drug,  was  not  liable  to  duty,  but  unless  it 
was  sold  by  a  registered  chemist  the  vendor  must  possess  a 
medicine-licence. 
Mr.  Henry  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Rowland's  remark  about 


breaking  bulk  must  be  qualified.  They  could  not  break  into 
a  bottle  of  medicine  and  sell  it  again. 

Mr.  Rowland,  proceeding,  said  he  thought  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  when  the  new  regulations  got  properly  to 
work  they  would  know  where  they  were  mush  better  than 
before. 

A  general  conversation  on  the  subject  then  took  place,  in 
the  course  of  which  the  question  was  raised  as  to  whether 
there  was  any  chance  of  getting  the  stamp-duty  abolished. 
Several  members  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  a 
great  pity  to  abolish  it. 

This  was  all  the  business. 


West  Ham  Chemists'  Association. 

Following  the  address  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jonss  at  the  monthly 
meeting  of  this  Association,  held  on  Thursday,  December  10 
(a  report  of  which  appeared  in  the  Supplement  of  last 
week's  C.  4"  -#•),  the  members  of  the  Association  took  up 
consideration  of  the 

Breaking  of  Bulk  of  Proprietary  Articles. 

The  subject  was  introduced  in  a  paper  by  Mr.  J.  Savage, 
of  Piaistow,  who  took  the  view  that  if  chemists  went  on 
breaking  packages  of  proprietary  lines  in  order  to  supply 
the  demand  of  the  poorest  class  of  customers,  their  shelves 
would  soon  be  filled  with  bottles  and  packets  of  proprietary 
medicines  to  the  detriment  of  their  ordinary  business.  The 
President  said  that  he  had  never  broken  packages,  and  did 
not  intend  to  do  so.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Forbes,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Blades,  it  was  agreed  that  as  the  subject  raised 
several  points  of  importance  to  the  retail  chemist,  it  be 
adjourned  for  discussion  at  tie  earliest  opportunity.  The 
question  of  foregoing  the 

Weekly  Half-holiday 

in  view  of  the  advent  of  Christmas  was  brought  up  for  dis- 
cussion. It  was  stated  that  the  usual  course  was  to  keep 
open  on  the  Thursdays  immediately  preceding  Christmas 
and  Easter.  Mr.  Matthew,  however,  proposed  that  phar- 
macies be  open  the  whole  of  Thursday,  December  17,  and 
also  the  day  before  Christmas.  Mr.  Read  seconded  this. 
After  some  discussion  the  Association  decided  to  do  nothing 
in  the  matter  in  view  of  the  arrangement  previously  come 
to  to  open  only  on  the  Thursdays  preceding  Christmas  and 
Easter. 

Reading  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday,  December  10,  at  the 
Table  Dainties  Restaurant,  Reading,  the  President  (Mr. 
E.  Cardwell)  in  the  chair.    Mr.  F.  Mays  read  a  paper  on 

Price-protection  of  Proprietaries. 
He  commenced  by  pointing  out  that  when  discussing  a 
trade  policy  chemists  should  remember  that  they  are  part 
of  a  trading  community,  and  that  what  influences  the 
general  body  of  traders  will  influence  them  individually. 
The  average  chemist — probably  from  his  special  training — 
is  apt  to  regard  himself  as  a  privileged  person ;  but  in  dis- 
tributing proprietaries  he  is  simply  a  trader,  and  it  is  to  his 
advantage  to  follow  closely  and  apply  the  methods  of  suc- 
cessful distributors. 

Fifty  years  ago  free  trade  was  in  full  possession  of 
the  commercial  field,  and  unrestricted  competition  was  the 
order  of  the  day.  Fifty  years  ago  the  P.A.T.A.  would  have 
had  a  very  poor  chance  of  success.  To-day  we  find  on 
every  side,  as  a  natural  outcome  of  competition,  trusts, 
associations  of  traders,  manufacturers'  CDmbinations,  and 
protection  in  many  other  forms.  The  drug-trade  furnishes 
us  with  many  examples  of  protection,  but  the  P  A.T.A. 
claims  our  support  in  preference  to  private  arrangements  in 
that  it  a  visible,  central,  organised  medium,  accessible  to 
everyone.  The  greatest  objections  to  the  P.A.T.A.  have 
come  from  the  large  competitive  traders  ?nd  from  the  pro- 
prietors. The  traders'  opposition  is  now  practically  gone 
— in  some  cafes  from  Hobson's  choice,  in  others  from  the 
recognition  of  the  signs  of  the  times  and  the  consequent 
necessity  to  change  tactics.  There  are  still  left  the  bulk  of 
the  proprietors  and  the  indifferent  traders.    It  should  be 
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cur  aim  to  attack  both  oE  these.  The  following  articles 
were  suggested  to  start  with  :  Kay's  essence.  Fellow^'s  syrup, 
Winslow's  strep.  Browne's  troches,  Blair's  pills,  and  Doan's 
pills. 

An  interesting  discussion  followed,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
the  proprietors  of  the  articles  mentioned  should  be  ap- 
proached by  the  Association  and  by  individual  members, 
recommending  them  to  join  the  P.A.T.A,  and  that  the 
Federated  Associations  should  be  asked  to  co-operate  for  the 
same  purpose.  A  sub-committee  was  formed  to  carry  out 
the  details  of  this  scheme. 


Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Monday  evening.  December  14.  Mr. 
R.  Gledhill  (President)  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good 
attendance,  Mr.  W.  B.akeley.  of  Birstall,  and  Mr.  J. 
Flowers,  of  Bavensthorpe,  were  present  for  the  Srst  time, 
and  they  were  cordially  welcomed  by  the  Pp.esidext.  Mr. 
W.  B  Maud,  of  Pontefract,  read  a  paper  on 

Co-operative  Trading  axd  Bcyixg. 

He  said  as  a  money-making  machine  the  ordinary  drug- 
trade  to-day  is  a  doleful  failure.  Conditions  had  materially 
changed  during  recent  years.  The  time  was  when  individual 
chemists  were  strong  enough  to  stand  alone,  but  capital  has 
so  encroached  upen  their  citadel  that  its  foundation  is  in 
danger.  The  attack  had  been  made  from  two  directions : 
production  and  distribution.  The  patent-medicine  list  was 
a  very  short  one  fifty  years  ago.  Many  proprietary  articles 
had  since  been  issued,  and  these  had  lessened  the  chemist's 
chance  of  selling  his  own  preparations,  and  profits  which 
f oi merJy  came  to  the  trader  now  go  to  the  capitalists.  At 
one  time  the  sale  of  proprietary  articles  was  almost  exclu- 
sively in  the  hands  of  the  chemist,  and  a  spirit  of  laziness 
was  fostered.  While  the  chemist  took  life  easily  the 
capitalist  was  looking  out  for  fresh  fields  for  investment,  and 
it  naturally  occurred  to  capitalists  that  if  they  could  produce 
they  could  dist  ibute  as  well.  The  result  was  the  dis- 
tributing syndicates.  Capital  could  not  offer  a  better  article 
than  the  chemist,  but  it  could  offer  an  advantage  in  price. 
Then  cutting  began,  and  it  had  gone  from  bad  to  worse. 
The  sale  of  pharmaceutical  preparations  had  decreased,  and 
owing  to  cutting  profits  had  diminished,  without  a  corre- 
sponding increase  in  turnover.  In  some  quarters  it  was 
suggested  that  legislation  mu;t  be  introduced  to  bring  about 
a  better  state  of  things.  However  desirable  legislation 
might  be  from  the  standpoint  of  the  chemist,  he  was  afraid 
those  who  hoped  for  relief  from  this  quarter  were  leaning  on 
a  broken  staff.  Their  law- makers  were  outside  the  trade, 
and  judged  questions  from  the  standpoint  of  the  general 
public,  whose  interests  were  to  be  considered  first.  The  best 
remedy  for  the  present  state  of  things  is,  he  said,  combination, 
a  system  of  co-operative  buying.  One  of  the  objections 
that  might  be  raised  is  that  a  chemist  does  not  always  want 
his  neighbour  to  know  what  he  sells,  but  if  buying  were 
done  through  an  association  such  an  objection  would  not 
hold.  If,  say,  two  hundred  chemists  were  to  combine  and 
buy  laTge  parcels,  the  small  man  who  only  requires  5?.  worth 
of  patent  medicines  per  month  would  be  on  equal  terms  with 
the  man  who  requires  50?.  worth.  The  time  is  not  ripe  to 
set  up  manufacturing  concerns,  but  there  is  a  wide  range  of 
articles  to  which  the  principle  of  co-operative  buying  can 
be  applied.  They  could  have  articles  put  up  under  distinc- 
tive names,  and  thus  secure  control  of  both  the  production 
and  the  sale  Private  trader?,  who  are  not  now  members  of 
local  associations,  would  probably  be  induced  to  join  such 
an  association.  The  bulk  of  the  profits  of  companies,  if  an 
investigation  were  made,  would  be  found  to  arise  from 
articles  pat  up  under  their  own  names,  and  if  a  large  number 
of  chemiste  combined  they  could  work  on  the  same  lines. 

Nearly  all  the  members  present  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
proposals  advanced  by  Mr.  Maud,  though  it  was  admitted 
thtre  would  be  many  difficulties  to  overcome.  It  was 
suggested  that  the  matter  might  be  taken  up  by  the  West 
Riding  Federation.  Mr.  Maud  had  to  leave  before  the  close 
of  the  meeting,  but  before  going  he  suggested  that  a  com- 
mittee of  two  or  three  from  each  local  Association  might  be 
appointed  to  discuss  the  question  in  all  its  details. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  convey  the  thank3  of  the 
meeting  to  Mr.  Maud,  and  also  to  express  ?7mpathy  with 


him  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  waich  took  place  on 
Saturday  last. 

A  discussion  afterwards  took  place  on  the  Spirit  Act,  and 
it  was  decided  to  ask  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Inland  Bevenue  authorities  to  the  Act  with 
a  view  to  its  provisions  being  more  stringently  enforced. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

Ox  Thursday.  December  10,  the  members  of  this  Association 
met  in  the  Borough  Polytechnic,  Borough  Eoad,  S.E.,  to 
hear  a  lecture  by  Dr.  F.  Mollwo  Perkix  upon  the 

ADVAXCE  IX  ELECTRO-CHEMISTRY. 

The  lecture  was  illustrated  by  many  striking  experiments, 
and,  as  Dr.  Perkin  explained  in  acknowledging  a  vote  of 
thanks  for  the  lecture,  these  experiments  would  have  been 
impossible  outside  his  own  laboratory — hence  the  journey 
to  the  Borough.  Dealing  with  the  early  history  of  the 
application  of  electricity,  Dr.  Perkin  referred  to  the  experi- 
ments of  Patets,  Trcotwijk,  and  Demain  in  1789,  and 
Nicholson  and  Carlisle  in  1800.  Although  Volta  wrote  from 
Como  in  May,  1800,  to  the  President  of  the  Royal  Society 
j  describing  his  first  voltaic  pile  or  battery,  something  very 
[  similar  had  been  described  in  a  letter  written  on  May  28, 
1792,  by  a  Mr.  Robinson  to  a  friend.  Nothing  further 
appears  to  have  come  of  Robinson's  experiments,  while,  on 
|  the  other  hand,  Yolta's  discovery  was  destine  l  to  be  of 
untold  importance.  As  the  results  of  further  experiments 
Davy  was  able,  in  1807.  to  obtain  a  current  of  sufficient 
intensity  to  decompose  alkaline  hydroxides  and  obtain  the 
metals  sodium  and  potassium.  In  1835  Faraday  came  upon  the 
scene,  and  enunciated  his  laws  which  to-day  form  the  basis 
upon  which  electro-chemistry  is  built.  Faraday  discovered, 
by  careful  experiment,  that  a  given  amount  of  electricity 
will  always  liberate  the  same  quantity  of  a  substance  at 
the  electrode.  He  found,  secondly,  that  the  quantities  of 
different  metals  separating  at  the  electrodes  in  the  same 
time  are  proportional  to  their  equivalence  on  combining 
weight.  Faraday  also  devised  our  present  form  of  nomen- 
clature. He  called  the  portions  of  matter  which  convey 
the  current  "ions,"  signifying  travellers.  Those  which 
move  towards  the  positive  pole,  2nd  convey  the  negative 
current,  li  anions,"  and  the  positive  pole  the  anode.  Those 
which  travel  to  the  negative  pole  were  li  cations,"  and  the 
negative  pole  the  cathode.  Dr.  Perkin  also  explained  the 
theory  by  Arrhenius  of  solution  and  electrolysis,  now 
familiar  as  ionisation  ;  and  followed  this  with  references  to 
the  effect  of  ionisation  on  colour-reactions,  precipita- 
tion. &C-,  and  gave  an  experiment  to  show  that  all 
substances  are  not  ionised  to  the  same  extent. 
Dealing  with  the  general  application  of  electro-chemical 
methods,  Dr.  Perkin  pointed  out  that  many  processes 
of  analysis  can  be  carried  out  with  great  ease  and 
accuracy  by  means  of  the  electric  current.  Not  only  can 
the  metals  be  analysed  electrolytically,  but  also  the  halogens 
and  the  N03  radical.  Thorpe's  electrolytic  apparatus  for 
detecting  and  estimating  small  quantities  of  arsenic  in 
foods,  .Sec.,  was  exhibited,  and  the  method  of  procedure 
shown  by  experiment.  Dealing  with  the  electrolytic 
refining  of  copper,  Dr.  Perkin  stated  that  in  1902  833  tons 
of  copper  was  produced  daily  by  electrolytic  processes. 
Of  this  amount  the  United  States  refined  83  5  per  cent., 
Great  Britain  came  next  with  8  8  per  cent  ,  Germany 
2  75  per  cent.,  and  France  1  6  per  cent.  In  most  other 
branches  of  electro-chemistry  this  country  has  lagged  behind 
terribly.  The  amount  of  copper  refined  in  America 
amounted  to  278  850  tons,  valued  at  14,5C0.720J  From  the 
mud  or  sludge  obtained  in  the  copper  vats  27.000.000  cz. 
of  silver,  valued  at  2  603  000?..  was  obtained,  and  346  020  cz. 
of  gold,  valued  at  1,430,447'.  The  lecturer  also  explained 
the  manufacture  of  chlorates,  hypochlorites,  percarbonates, 
perchlorates,  and  persulphates  by  electrolysis.  Pigments, 
such  as  white-lead  and  chrome-yellow,  can  be  manufactured 
electrolytically.  Quite  recently  it  has  been  found  possible 
in  the  electric  furnace  to  manufacture  very  fine  quality 
crucible  steel.  With  regard  to  the  advancement  of  electro- 
chemical methods  in  organic  chemistry,  mention  was  made 
of  the  electrolysis  of  organic  acids  and  of  the  large  amount 
of  work  which  has  been  done  in  connection  with  organic 
reduction  with  regard  to   organic  oxidation ;  the  great 


1024 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  19,  1903 


difficulty  is  the  tendency  to  over-oxidise  and  completely  burn 
up  the  substance,  but  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  a  consider- 
able amount  of  important  work  has  been  done. 

At  the  close  of  the  lecture  samples  of  several  substances, 
including  iodoform,  electro-chemically  prepared  were  handed 
round  for  inspection. 


Irish  Chemists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 
Association. 

At  73  Harcourt  Street,  Dublin,  on  December  14,  a  meeting 
of  this  Association  was  held  to  hear  a  lecture  from  Mr. 
Patrick  Kelly,  M.O.P.S.I.,  on 

Pharmacy,  Past,  Present,  and  Future. 

The  President  (Mr.  Edgar  B.  Aplin)  was  in  the  chair. 

After  a  few  words  of  introduction,  Mr.  Kelly  proceeded 
to  deal  with  the  profession  of  pharmacy  when  the  world  was 
young.  Of  the  antiquity  and  dignity  of  the  craft  there 
could  not  be  two  opinions.  It  was  not  only  one  of  the  most 
ancient  and  honourable  of  callings,  but  was  most  beneficial 
to  mankind,  being,  he  might  say,  the  elder  brother  of  medi- 
cine, for  it  was  quite  logical  to  suppose  that  if  the  phar- 
macist or  the  apothecary  was  the  preparer  or  dispenser  of 
drugs,  the  physician  who  prescribed  the  drugs  was  second  in 
the  field,  and  that  the  searchers  after  that  knowledge  which 
enabled  poor  humanity  to  be  relieved  of  its  suffering  in  the 
application  of  drugs  existed  before  the  physician  whose 
business  it  was  to  investigate  the  nature  of  disease.  In 
proof  of  the  contention  that  drugs  existed  before  doctors  one 
had  only  to  go  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  Bible,  where  in 
Genesis  mention  was  first  made  of  drugs,  spices,  balm,  and 
myrrh ;  and  where  there  were  wholesale  dealers  in  these 
condiments  there  were  bound  to  be  retailers.  Eeference  was 
next  made  to  the  embalming  of  Joseph's  father,  and  some 
interesting  particulars  of  the  process  given.  One  of  the 
most  ancient  recipes  extant  was  to  be  found  in  the  Book  of 
Exodus,  where  was  described  an  ointment  for  embalming, 
composed  of  myrrh,  sweet  cinnamon,  sweet  calamus,  cassia, 
and  olive  oil,  to  be  prepared  according  to  the  art  of  the 
apothecary.  In  the  same  book  was  given  an  incense  con- 
sisting of  stacte,  onycha,  galbanum,  and  frankincense.  There 
were  numerous  other  places  in  Holy  Writ  in  which  drugs 
were  referred  to  or  the  art  of  pharmacy  mentioned.  In 
secular  history  Josephus  states  that  King  Solomon  was 
celebrated  for  his  knowledge  of  natural  history,  and  that 
his  acquaintance  with  plants  ranged  from  the  cedars  of 
Lebanon  to  the  hyssop.  Solomon's  chief  object  in  pursuing 
the  study  of  botany  was  to  ascertain  the  medicinal  pro- 
perties of  plants,  and  when  the  celebrated  Alexandrian 
library  was  destroyed  by  fire  it  was  said  that  King 
Solomon's  "History  of  Plants"  perished  in  the  flames. 
There  was  on  record  a  prescription  of  those  times — the 
earliest  of  the  annals  of  the  medical  world,  beiDg  3.000 
years  old.  Nicolaus  Alexandrinus,  who  lived  1,000 
years  ago,  testified  that  the  prescription  referred 
to  was  compounded  for  no  less  a  person  than  King 
David.  The  suggestion  was  that  the  King's  physician 
had  a  consultation,  and  compounded  for  his  royal  master 
a  recipe  containing  opium,  aloes,  saffron,  myrrh,  and  various 
spices  made  into  an  electuary  with  honey.  Amongst  the 
virtues  of  this  preparation  was  that  of  power  to  relieve 
melancholia,  from  which  ailment  the  Psalmist  suffered  at 
times.  There  was  no  doubt  that  such  a  prescription  would  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect,  and  could  scarcely  be  excelled  by  the 
most  modern  compounding.  Amongst  the  ancient  Greek  philo- 
sophers were  many  eminent  medical  men  of  gr  - at  minds  and 
greater  deeds.  They  not  only  introduced  new  drugs  and 
simples,  but  compounded  recipes  with  their  own  hands. 
During  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Aurelius  and  after  the  death 
of  Demetrius  came  the  advent  of  Galen,  who  produced 
medicine  of  such  marvellous  virtues  that  the  name 
galenical  preparations  is  used  to  this  day  for  standard  pre- 
parations. Minecratus,  physician  to  Tiberius,  invented  the 
celebrated  diachylon-plaster.  Pliny  refers  to  the  plaster 
as  having  been  used  by  Roman  surgeons ;  it  has  now  existed 
for  two  thousand  years,  and  will  probably  continue  for 
many  more.  The  Emperor  Nero  had  a  good  knowledge  ot 
pharmacy,  and  is  said  to  have  possessed  a  recipe  for  a 


healing-ointment  of  marvellous  power.  Agrippa,  King  of 
the  Jews,  invented  an  ointment  which  occupied  until  a  few 
centuries  ago  a  foremost  place  in  the  European  Pharma- 
copoeias. Early  history  showed  that  so  high  was  the  estima- 
tion in  which  pharmacy  was  held  that  none  were  raised  to 
the  office  of  compounder  save  physicians  of  the  highest 
reputation ;  and  not  only  did  the  physicians  of  the  regal 
establishments  introduce  and  prepare  drugs,  but  emperors, 
princes,  and  princesses  followed  in  the  same  direction,  and 
these,  with  prophets,  priests,  and  apostles,  are  absolute 
proof,  not  only  of  the  antiquity,  but  of  the  dignity  with 
which  the  art  of  pharmacy  was  held.  Coming  to  the  end  of 
the  eighteenth  and  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  centuries, 
the  era  of  a  new  age  began  to  dawn  for  the  men  and  things 
of  pharmacy.  In  the  hands  of  such  men  as  Davy,  Faraday, 
Dalton,  Brian  Higgins,  and  Kane,  Science  soon  assumed 
her  true  place,  and  the  preparation  of  drugs  became  more 
accurate  because  of  being  based  on  a  true  knowledge  of 
their  composition.  Proceeding  to  a  retrospect  thirty  or 
forty  years  ago,  Mr.  Kelly  said  he  considered  pharmacy 
was  then  equal,  and  perhaps  superior,  to  the  present 
day.  It  was  not  hampered  by  the  many  new-fangled 
drugs  that  now  obtain.  The  young  pharmacist  received 
a  thorough  education  in  the  making  of  Pharmacopoeia 
preparations,  which  nowadays  he  was,  unhappily,  rarely 
called  upon  to  make.  Reference  was  next  made  to  the 
passing  of  the  Irish  Pharmacy  Act  of  1875  and  to  the 
foundation  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.  What 
had  the  Society  done  for  the  furtherance  of  pharmacy  in 
Ireland  ?  Everything  in  connection  with  it  was  compulsory. 
The  youth  was  obliged  to  serve  four  years'  apprenticeship, 
to  take  out  lectures  in  chemistry,  materia  medica,  and 
botany,  but  there  was  nothing  in  the  whole  course  to  attract 
the  student  or  to  be  remembered  with  any  sense  of 
pleasure.  There  was  no  library  or  reading-room  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Society  where  the  students  could  meet,  and 
this,  too,  after  nearly  thirty  years  of  existence.  Despite 
these  drawbacks,  there  were  at  present  more  opportunities 
of  acquiring  knowledge  of  a  general  kind  than  in  the  past, 
and  the  repeated  failures  to  pass  the  Preliminary  or  the 
Final  examinations  of  the  Society  were  largely  due  to  the 
keen  competition,  the  introduction  of  compressed  drugs,  and 
the  machine-manufactured  pills.  These  deprived  the  young 
pharmacist  of  the  opportunity  of  making  many  prepara- 
tions necessary  for  his  practical  course,  and  experience,  the 
basis  of  true  education,  was  denied  him.  To  the  students 
present  he  would  say  a  word.  The  strictest  guardian  of 
virtue  is  study ;  idleness  is  the  parent  of  sin,  talent  the 
servant  of  industry,  and  applause  is  won  by  good  actions. 
What  was  to  be  the  future  of  their  calling  1  One  looked 
around  and  saw  the  host  of  machine-made  drugs  and  the 
numerous  places  occupied  by  company-pharmacists,  who 
never  spent  an  hour  or  laid  out  a  penny  on  the  profession. 
The  patent-trade,  too,  was  encouraged  by  medical  men, 
who  so  frequently  ordered  ready-made  nostrums.  Well 
might  the  legitimate  pharmacist  ask  for  what  had  he  been 
educated.  Was  it  to  be  the  mere  hander-out  of  other  men's 
ware  when  the  art  for  which  he  and  his  colleagues  were 
trained  was  almost  dead?  Was  no  effort  to  be  made  to 
repel  the  tide  which  threatened,  n  t  only  in  respect  of  bogus 
companies  at  home,  but  by  English  houses,  to  make  Dublin  a 
market  or  dumping-ground  for  their  drugs  manufactured  out 
side  Ireland,  striking  not  only  at  home-industries,  but  taking 
the  means  of  livelihood  away  from  the  legitimate  pharma- 
cist ?  Mr.  Kelly  dwelt  at  some  length  on  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
fiscal  policy,  applying  it  favourably  to  the  drug-trade,  and 
on  the  stores-question.  The  Pharmacy  Act  should,  in  his 
opinion,  be  amended  by  the  following  clause : 

That  no  person,  persona,  or  corporate  body  be  permitted  to 
keep  open  shop  for  the  compounding  of  surgeons'  or  physicians' 
prescriptions  and  sale  of  poisons  except  he  be  duly  qualified  by 
education  and  examination  according  to  Act  of  Parliament. 

The  Chairman  agreed  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  catering  more  liberally  for  the  students, 
and  blamed  the  Council  for  inaction.  He  hoped  Mr.  Kelly 
would  force  on  his  suggested  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act.  Mr.  Kelly  said  he  would  bear  the  matter  in  mind. 
Several  members  discussed  the  points  raised  by  Mr.  Kelly, 
and  to  all  of  these  the  Lecturer  replied.  A  vote  of  thanks 
termicated  the  proceedings. 
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Cheltenham  Chemists'  Association. 

Mr.  Wm.  Barron,  the  local  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  convened  a  meeting  of  the  chemists  of  Cheltenham 
on  December  7  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  associa- 
tion. The  followiEg  gentlemen  at.tendfd:  Messrs.  J. 
Chambers,  H.  B.  Clark,  A.  Hill,  W.  H.  Hill,  C.  James,  F.  H. 
King,  M.  C.  Mansbridge,  F.  Palmer,  J.  Stewart,  J.  A.  Thomas, 
and  H.  Wilkins.  Letters  of  apology  were  received  from 
Messrs.  T.  T.  Dolman,  W.  Hands,  K.  Jeffreys,  T.  Pattison, 
and  A.  C.  Saxby.  Before  proceeding  with  the  business  under 
consideration,  Mr.  Barron  feelingly  referred  to  the  recent 
death  of  his  much  lamented  friend,  Mr.  Nathl.  Smith,  who 
had  for  sixty  years  enjoyed  the  sincere  respect  of  all  his 
colleagues.  Mr.  Mansbridge  thanked  Mr.  Barron  for  his 
references  to  the  memory  of  his  late  partner. 

Mr.  Mansbridge  having  undertaken  to  preside  at  the 
meeting,  it  was  unanimously  decided  that  Mr.  Wm.  Barron 
be  elected  President  of  the  Association,  Mr.  J.  A.  Thomas 
Secretary,  Mr.  F.  Palmer  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  H.  Wilkins 
Auditor,  the  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  J.  Chambers, 
A.  Hill,  M.  C.  Mansbridge,  and  J.  Stewart. 


Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

By  invitation  of  the  President  (Mr.  E.  S.  Peck)  a  meeting 
was  held  at  the  Fitzwilliam  Hall,  TrumpiDgton  Street,  on 
Wednesday,  December  9,  when  the  Secretary  (Mr.  B. 
Sidney  Campkin)  read  a  paper  on 

Medicine-stamp  Duty. 

Mr.  Campkin  said  he  had  prepared  a  number  of  papers  on 
the  subject,  but  had  had  to  tear  them  all  up,  owing  to  the 
changes  that  had  taken  place.  It  was  an  ever-changing 
and  difficult  subject.  Since  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
first  proposed  to  press  for  payment  of  stamp-duty  in  respect 
to  ailment-names  they  had  had  several  concessions.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Council  had  been  slow  to  act  in  regard  to 
the  matter,  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  tendency  on  the  part 
of  chemists  to  regard  the  Board  of  Inland  Eevenue  as  a 
natural  enemy.  This  did  not  seem  to  be  fair ;  but  it  was 
said  that  the  'ingenuity  displayed  by  chemists  in  writing 
their  labels  so  as  to  avoid  duty  was  remarkable.  (Laughter.) 
The  Board  would  do  well  to  consult  chemists  in  order  to 
decide  what  steps  should  be  taken.  People  had  been 
accustomed  to  simple  remedies,  and  in  rural  districts,  where 
chemists  were  non-  existent  and  medical  men  practically  un- 
known, a  serious  inconvenience  might  result.  It  was  possible 
that  the  stores,  limited  companies,  and  other  shops  dis- 
tributing medicines  would  evolve  a  means  of  evading  the 
proposed  restrictions,  and  probably  the  advantage  expected 
by  chemists  would  be  somewhat  illusory.  A  new  Medicine- 
stamp  Act  might  be  the  result  of  this  change,  and  he  would 
urge  chemists  to  unite,  and  see  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  was  made  acquainted  with  all  the  conditions  of  the 
trade,  so  that  their  position  should  not  be  threatened  by  the 
new  Act.  In  the  course  of  his  paper  Mr.  Campkin  gave 
many  examples  of  what  he  considered  to  be  inconsistencies 
of  interpretation,  and  concluded  by  saying  that  the  matter 
at  present  is  like  a  Chinese  puzzle. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Addison  moved  that  the  discussion  be  deferred 
until  the  end  of  March  or  thereabouts,  and  said  his  reason 
was  that  until  the  new  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  was  appointed  they  would  not  know  what  their 
position  was  for  two  consecutive  days.  Mr.  H.  J.  Cook 
seconded  the  |motion,  and  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the 
Inland  .Revenue  officers  were  somewhat  in  the  dark  as  to 
what  was  required.  The  motion  was  altered  to  "  after 
March  1,  1904,"  and  carried  neminc  dissentiente.  Mr. 
Campkin  was  thanked  for  his  paper.  The  remainder  of  the 
evening  was  spent  in  a  social  manner. 


Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Star  and  Garter  Hotel  on 
Wednesday  evening,  December  9.  Mr.  F.  A.  Willcock  pre- 
sided over  a  large  attendance,  which  included  Miss  H. 
Robinson,  Miss  Galbraith,  Messrs.  Gibson,  Phillips,  Forster, 
Warner,  Weaver,  Lowe,  Sloane,  Coleman,  Bell,  Fellows, 
Hughes,  Coombe,  Stanway,  Cullwick,  Alcock,  Goodwin, 


Berry,  &o.  The  President  called  upon  Mr.  Alcock  to  read 
his  paper  on 

Some  Laboratory  Experiences,  Chemical  and 
Pharmaceutical. 

From  this  we  extract  the  following  u:eful  notes  : 

Sodii  Arsenas  has  been  stated  to  contain  7,  8,  and  10  molecules 
of  water  (Y.B.P.,  1876,  page  112),  and,  under  certain  conditions, 
14  molecules  (Y.B.P.,  1881,  page  92).  The  1885  B.P.  admitted 
that  it  contained  either  12  or  7  molecules,  and  in  making  the 
liquor  required  the  salt  to  be  rendered  anhydrous  by  heating  at 
300°  F.  (not  higher).  The  1898  B.P.  says  "recently  rendered 
anhydrous,"  but  omits  the  statement  about  temperature.  Ae  a 
result,  the  commercial  salt  is  very  variable  in  composition.  The 
author  found  2  grams  of  a  commercial  B.P.  salt  to  lose  on  gentle 
ignition  0'48  gram.  The  covered  dish  was  placed  in  the  air,  and 
gained  in  fourteen  hours  0138  gram,  after  a  week  0'28  gram,  and 
so  on  until  the  original  2  grams  weighed  2  8  grams  through 
absorption  of  water.  He  concluded  that  it  is  desirable  to  uso 
sodium  pyroarsenate  in  place  of  the  indefinitely  constituted 
arsenate.  Of  this  16'6  gr.  would  take  the  place  of  17  5  gr.  in  the 
B.P.  formula  for  liq.  sodii  arsen. 

Liquor  Ammonia  Fortis  (0'880). — This  is  not  always  oi  full 
strength,  although  it  may  be  or  is  when  it  leaves  the  works. 

Liquor  Ferri  Perchloridi  Fortis  shows  great  variation.  No 
provision  is  made  for  a  limit  of  acidity  in  the  B.P.  The  official 
formula  needs  revision,  for  samples  either  contained  some  ferrous 
salt  or  some  nitric  acid,  and  occasionally  both.  The  author  sug 
gested  that  for  medicine  the  solution  of  recently  precipitated  And 
well-washed  and  drained  ferric  hydroxide  in  hydrochloric  acid  cn 
the  lines  adopted  for  liquor  ferri  acetatis  deserves  a  trial.  To 
determine  the  acidity  of  this  liquid,  he  has  found  that  by  the 
addition  of  neutral  "Rochelle  salt  the  titration  with  normal  soda 
can  be  conducted  with  ease.  A  precipitate  forms,  but  causes  do 
difficulty,  seeing  that  on  the  addition  of  more  alkali  it 
disappears. 

Liquor  Antimonii  Chloridi. — This  has  a  variable  acidity, 
which  may  be  determined  by  the  addition  suggested  in  the 
previous  paragraph. 

Pilula  Ferri. — The  author  deprecated  the  use  of  dried  salt:), 
and  suggested  a  formula  for  a  pill  which  stands  the  test  of  time 
better  than  the  official  pill.  For  comparison  the  three  are 
tabulated  below : 


Ingredients 

B.P.  1890 

B.P.  1898 

Suggested 
Formula 

Crystallised  ferrous  sulphate 

60 

not  used 

250 

Potassium  carbonate  

36 

not  used 

not  used 

Dried  sodium  carbonate 

not  used 

95 

100 

Dried  ferrous  sulphate 

not  used 

150 

not  used 

Sugar  

12 

not  used 

150 

Gum  acacia   

not  used 

50 

50 

Tragacanth   

4 

15 

15 

Glycerin... 

2-5 

10 

10 

Syrup   

not  used 

150 

not  used 

Water   

q.s. 

20 

not  used 

The  following  method  of  testing  was  adopted:  1'52  gram  of  the 
new  mass  was  mixed  with  90  c  c.  of  water  and  10  c.c.  of  B.P. 
dilute  phosphoric  acid  added,  the  whole  being  contained  in  a 
strong,  well- corked  bottle  which  was  inverted.  It  requ  red  20  c.c. 
of  a  volumetric  solution  of  potassium  dichromate,  whereas 
1*68  gram  of  the  B.P.  mass  made  at  the  same  time  and  kept  under 
parallel  conditions  required  18  c  c.  It  has  occurred  that  since 
an  iron  spiral  helps  to  some  extent  to  preserve  syrup  of  iodide  cf 
iron  in  the  ferrous  state,  perhaps  the  addition  of  a  little  reduced 
iron  would  help  to  keep  this  mass  also  in  the  ferrous  state. 

Exsiccated  Ferrous  Sulphate.— A  sample  of  old  exsiccated 
ferrous  sulphate  prepared  in  December,  1902,  was  found  to  eon  tain 
95  6  per  cent.  FeS04H20  on  December  8, 1903. 

Oleum  Eucalypti. — A  sample  from  an  Italian  source  -was 
guaranteed  to  be  genuine  and  B.P.  on  the  application  of  the 
cineol-test  (2  c.c.  of  oil  with  1  c.c.  of  1"75  phosphoric  acid,  and 
after  solidification  an  addition  of  glacial  acetic  acid  until  the 
volume  measured  10  c.c),  and  a  turbid  solution  was  obtained  which 
assumed  a  raspberry-red  colour.  On  standing  a  few  days  ayelloiv 
layer  of  oil  formed  on  the  surface. 

Tinctura  Cinnamomi  is  not  much  used  in  pharmacy,  which 
shows  that  its  value  is  not  sufficiently  known,  for  did  not  Queen 
Victoria  have  cinnamon  served  at  table  with  every  meal,  and  do 
we  not  note  how  long  she  reigned  and  with  what  good  health  audi 
strength  ?  Authorities  give  the  sp.  gr.  as  0  900  to  0  905,  and  total 
solids  225  per  cent.  w/v.  The  amount  of  volatile  oil  and  rf  iimua 
matter  in  the  soloids  is  variable,  and  might  with  advantage  bo 
referred  to.    If  5  c.c.  of  the  tincture  be  mixed  and  agitated  with 
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5  c.c.  of  chloroform,  speedy  separation  follows  after  a  few  minutes' 
rest,  and  the  lower  layer  when  clear,  on  removal  to  a  very  thin 
flat  bottomed  shallow  glass  or  porcelain  dish  and  left  to  evaporate 
spontaneously,  yields  a  varying  quantity  of  substances  of  an 
agreeable  odour  (if  the  sample  is  a  good  one),  and  weighs  about 
one-fifth  to  one-tenth  of  the  solids  left  behind  in  the  liquid  in  the 
separator.  These  can  easily  be  removed  and  evaporated  at  a  low 
temperature,  and  are  found  to  be  almost  entirely  free  fr  otn 
cinnamon  odour.  The  chloroformic  residue  does  not  seem  to 
vary  much  in  weight  after  the  chloroform  has  volatilised,  for  on 
keeping  it  over  sulphuric  acid  for  twelve  hours  the  loss  was  only 
1  milligram. 

The  President,  in  moving  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks,  men- 
tioned the  pleasure  the  company  of  the  ladies  gave  the 
members.  Mr.  Gibson  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks ;  and 
Miss  Galbraith  having  supported,  it  was  carried  unani- 
mously.   Mr.  Alcock  briefly  replied. 


Leeds  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  the  Grand  Central  Hotel,  Leeds,  on 
Thursday,  December  10,  the  President  (Mr.  G.  W.  Worfolk, 
of  Ilkley)  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  fair  attendance,  includ- 
ing Mr.  Broadhead,  of  Batley.  Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sar- 
GEANT  introduced  the  question  of 

Territorial  Representation, 

and  expressed  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Tocher's  scheme  is  an 
excellent  one.  At  present  Yorkshire  has  only  one  represen- 
tative on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  whilst  Lancashire  has 
three.  If  the  representatives  were  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  retail  chemists,  Yorkshire  would  be  entitled  to 
two.  He  favoured  the  division  of  the  United  Kingdom  into 
twenty-one  sections,  each  of  which  should  have  its  college 
of  pharmacy,  all  working  in  connection  with  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  at  Bloomsbury  Square,  and  each  having  its  own 
representative,  who  should  be  elected  every  three  years.  By 
adopting  this  course  he  thought  it  would  result  in  the  return 
to  the  Council  of  men  who  are  more  familiar  with  the  diffi- 
culties which  beset  the  great  majority  of  the  trade,  whereas 
by  leaving  the  election  of  the  Council  in  the  hands  of  the 
-whole  of  the  members,  as  it  is  at  present,  the  voters  of  the 
South  of  England  can  throw  out  the  nominee  of  the  Northern 
portion,  and  thus  elect  some  person  who  has  a  high- class 
trade  and  is  not  familiar  with  the  competition  of  the  poorer 
-class  of  chemists  and  druggists  who  have  few  prescriptions 
to  compound,  and  cannot  realise  the  wants  of  the  majority  of 
the  trade. 

The  President  thought  territorial  representation  would 
be  right  if  it  could  be  carried  ont,  but  there  are  difficulties 
attending  the  workirjg  of  such  a  scheme  which  require  care- 
ful consideration.  Mr.  Pollitt  thought  the  whole  scheme 
not  feasible ;  and  Mr.  Broadhead  said  a  difficulty  would 
arise  in  getting  suitable  men,  just  as  in  Parliamentary  repre- 
sentation the  constituents  frequently  elect  someone  who 
does  not  reside  in  the  district  for  which  he  is  chosen.  It  is 
not'because  such  men  do  not  exist,  but  because  they  would 
not  leave  their  businesses.  Mr.  Yewdall  proposed  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Sargeant  for  his  paper,  which  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  Johnson,  and  carried  unanimously. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  33  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on 
Wednesday,  December  9,  at  9.15  p.m.,  Mr.  Archibald  Currie 
(President)  in  the  chair.    The  first  communication  was  a 

Talk  on  Origins,  No.  1, 
by  Mr.  DONALD  McEWAN,  who  referred  to  the  modern 
tendency  to  have  all  kinds  of  knowledge  ready-made  like  a 
kind  of  mental  Mellin's  foad.    Much  that  is  interesting  is 
missed  by  this  tendency.    The  student  who  ferrets  out 

,  things  for  himself  is  a  more  all-round  man  than  the  spoon- 
fed modern  learner.  He  illustrated  his  topic  by  reference 
to  the  origin  of  the  English  language,  and  traced  the 
various  elements  in  it  as  preserved,  for  instance,  in  place- 

i  names. 


Mr.  William  Duncan,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.,  then  submitted  a 
series  of 

Notes  on  Queries 

which  had  been  handed  in  by  members  of  the  Association- 
These  are  subjoined : 

Bromoform.  ...  ...       ...  in.x. 

Spt.  vini  rect.    5j- 

Glycerini   §ss. 

Aq.  cinnam.  ad        ...   §ij. 

Ft.  mist. 

How  should  this  be  dispensed  ? — The  alcohol  and  glycerin 
ordered  are  insufficient  to  keep  the  bromoform  in  solution  if 
10  minims  be  measured,  not  10  drops  As  it  is  impossible  to 
diffuse  the  separated  bromoform  by  shaking,  it  would  be  better  to 
suspend  with  acacia  or  tragacanth. 


Ft. 


Sodii  salicylat.   

...  5iss. 

Phenazoni 

...  5is3^ 

Ammon.  bromid  

.      ...  5j. 

Caffein  cit  

...    gr.  xvj. 

Aq.  chloroform,  ad  ... 

...  5vj. 

mist, 

Sodii  salicylat.   

...    gr.  viij 

Phenacetin.  ... 

...    gr.  viij 

Caffein.  citrat.   

...    gr.  xij. 

Syr.  aurant  

.      ...  Sj. 

Aquam  ad  

... 

mist. 

What  are  the  precipitates,  and  how  can  they  he  prevented  ? — In 
the  first  case  probably  salipyrin,  and  in  the  second  case  salicylic 
acid  along  with  the  insoluble  phenacetin.  The  prescriptions  are 
examples  of  the  trouble  that  caffeine  citrate  often  causes  in 
mixtures,  from  the  readiness  with  which  it  hydrolyses  in  water. 
Here  the  freed  citric  acid  liberates  the  salicylic  acid,  which,  in  the 
first  prescription,  reacts  with  the  phenazone,  forming  the  very 
insoluble  salicylate.  Substituting  an  equivalent  quantity  of  pure 
caffeine  for  the  salt  mends  matters. 

Tr.  ferri  perchlor  5iv. 

Liq.  arsen.  hydrochlor  -5j- 

Glycerini       ...    ...  5iv. 

Aquam  ad     ...    Siij • 

Ft.  mist. 

On  keeping  this  mixture  develops  a  peculiar  smell.  What  is  the 
cause  of  it  ? — A  similar  smell  develops  in  glycerinum  pepsini  and 
mixtures  of  glycerin  and  hydrochloric  acid  that  have  been  made 
for  some  time.  Probably  a  chlorine  derivative  (a  chlorhydrin)  of 
glycerin  is  produced. 

Ferri  sulph.  ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  iv. 

Succi  conii  inspiss.  ...       ...       ...  Bj- 

Ft.  ung. 

How  should  the  above  be  dispensed ?— With  extractum  conii, 
B.P.  1885.  Failing  that  being  in  stock,  evaporate  the  present 
juice  to  a  proper  consistency  and  combine  the  iron  sulphate, 

Ung.  zinci   5j.  cp 

Ung.  plumbi  acet.   ...       ...       ...  Bj. 

Ung.  hydrarg.  nit   5J. 

Ft.  ung. 

This  ointment  develops  a  dark-green  colour.  Why  ?— Probably 
mercurous  salts  are  present  in  the  citrine-ointment;  if  so,  the 
zinc  oxide  will,  in  time,  set  free  the  black  and  yellow  oxides  of 
mercury,  the  combined  colours  of  which  give  rise  to  varying 
shades  of  green  or  brown,  according  to  which  oxide  predominates. 

Hydrarg.  ox.  flav  gr.  viij. 

01.  olme   I'lxij. 

Ung.  cetacei  ad  ..,   

Ft.  ung. 

On  keeping  this  develops  white  streaks  all  through.  What  is 
this  due  to  ?— Free  acids  in  the  fats— perhaps  in  the  wax  and 
spermaceti  of  the  cetaceum-ointment.  In  the  presence  of  such 
the  yellow  oxide  will  slowly  pass  into  the  condition  of  a  less 
coloured  compound. 

Hydrarg.  biniodid   gr.  ij. 

Aquae  destil.  ...  avh 

Ft.  lotio. 

Is  it  right  to  use  q.s.  potassium  iodide  to  dissolve  the  mercuric 
iodide'?— Yes;  it  is  customary  to  do  so.  The  addition  probably, 
however,  diminishes  the  antiseptic  properties  of  the  iodide,  just 
as  alkali  chlorides  do  to  corrosive  sublimate. 

Syrup.  Easton  o'iss. 

Inf.  gentian,  co.  ad   5vj. 

Ft.  mist, 
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What  is  the  precipitate  in  this  mixture  '?— Calcium  sulphate 
and  phosphate  along  with  gummy  matter.  The  lime  is  derived 
from  the  infusion  and  the  acids  from  the  syrup. 

The  layer  of  bismuth  oxide  next  the  glass  of  the  bottle 
darkens  in  colour  when  exposed  to  light.  Is  this  a  case  of  re- 
duction, and  does  it  alter  properties  ? 

The  darkening  of  bismuth  salts  on  exposure  is  usually  due  to 
sulphur,  but  in  this  instance  it  may  be  due  to  reduction.  Haloid 
salts  of  bismuth  show  some  resemblance  to  silver  salts.  Bismuth 
trichloride,  for  instance,  becomes  dark  grey  on  exposure  to  sun- 
light, a  lower  chloride  probably  being  formed.  A  black  sub- 
stance, BiO,  is  thought  to  be  precipitated  by  boiling  the  chloride 
with  stannous  chloride,  but  it  is  likely  the  precipitate  is  finely 
divided  metal.  A  quantitative  estimation  of  the  altered  oxide 
would  be  necessary  to  permit  of  a  definite  answer.  If  there  is  an 
alteration  in  colour  there  is  an  alteration  in  properties -not 
necessarily  medicinal  properties. 

Chloral  and  camphor,  menthol  and  carbolic  acid,  and  many 
other  combinations  liquefy  on  mixing.    Why  ? 

The  experiment  of  liquefying  snow  or  ice  by  mixing  with  salt 
throws  some  light  on  these  phenomena.  The  melting  point  of 
every  substance  is  lowered  by  the  addition  of  another  if  the  latter 
be  soluble  in  the  liquid  form  of  the  first— a  law  of  which  we  have 
practical  experience  in  many  pharmaceutical  operations.  For 
instance,  the  slow  solidifying  of  carbolic  acid  suppositories  and 
chloral  suppositories  and  the  liquefaction  of  carbolic  acid  or 
glacial  acetic  acid  by  the  addition  of  traces  of  water.  The  freez- 
ing-point of  the  solvent  is  depressed,  the  depression  depending  on 
the  quantity  of  substance  dissolved-a  fact  made  use  of  in  the 
cryoscopic  method  of  Baoult  for  the  determination  of  molecular 
weights.  Chloral,  camphor,  menthol,  thymol,  carbolic  acid,  &c, 
have  comparatively  low  melting-points,  and,  as  they  are  mutually 
soluble  in  each  other,  the  addition  of  the  one  to  the  other,  if  in 
suitable  proportions,  soon  yields  a  solution  liquid  at  normal  tem- 
perature. The  statement  in  the  Pharmacopeia  under  " Camphor  " 
—"It  forms  a  liquid  when  triturated  with  chloral  hydrate, 
menthol,  phenol,  or  thymol  "—is  only  true  if  the  quantities  tri- 
turated be  correct. 

What  are  the  active  principles  contained  in  each  preparation 
of  digitalis— the  infusion  and  the  tincture -both  made  strictly 

The  £hemistry  of  dl'gitalis  is  f°ggy>  but  it  is  generally  believed 
that  the  drug  contains  the  following  principles:  Digifcoxin, 
soluble  in  alcohol,  insoluble  in  water  ;  digitalin,  soluble  in  alcohol, 
sparingly  in  water;  digitalein  (probably  a  mixture),  soluble  in 
alcohol  and  water ;  and  digitonin,  insoluble  in  alcohol  but  soluble 
in  water.  If  this  be  true,  the  infusion  will  contain  chiefly  the 
last  two  and  but  little  of  the  first  two  ;  and  the  tincture  will 
contain  chiefly  the  first  three,  but  probably  all  four,  as  it  is  made 
with  60-per  cent,  alcohol. 

Ia  there  any  difference  between  acid,  hydrocyan.  dil.  B.P.  and 
an  acid  made  by  diluting  Scheele's  acid  with  an  equal  quantitv 
of  water?  .•J 

It  will  depend  on  the  strength  of  Scheele's  acid.  During  the 
past  year  the  Scheele's  acid  of  commerce  examined  has  varied 
from  3'5  to  4-7  per  cent,  of  HCN. 

Why  does  liq.  sodii  ethylatia  become  coloured  on  keeping  ?— 
From  the  presence  of  aldehyde-resin,  which  forms  on  keeping. 

How  much  water  will  glycerin,  on  exposure  to  air,  absorb  ?— 
About  30  per  cent.  Glycerin,  like  all  other  readily  soluble 
bodies,  continues  to  absorb  water  until  the  vapour  and  atmospheric 
pressures  are  equal. 

Lin.  potass,  iodidi  c.  sapon.         ...  §j. 

Ung.  hydrarg.  ammon  5j, 

Ft.  ung. 

Can  the  above  be  dispensed  white  ?— I  do  not  think  it  can— 
at  least,  to  remain  so. 

Solid  caustic  potash  has  frequently  a  green  tint,     Why  ?  

From  contamination  with  potassium  mauganate. 

A  discussion  followed,  which  was  taken  part  in  by  Messrs. 
Boa,  Currie,  Hill,  McEwan,  and  Plenderleith,  and  a 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  to  Messrs.  Duncan  and 
McEwan. 


Grafce^marte  BppUet)  jfor. 


Ob}ections  to  the  registration  ol  any  of  the  undermentioned  applications 
should  be  lodged  with  0.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  O.B.,  Comptroller-General  of 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampto  11 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O.,  within  one  month  of  tie 
ilates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade  marks 
Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marlcs  Journal;'  November  18, 1903.) 
Picture  of  giraffe  and  the  word  "  Throtoids  "  ;  for  goods  in 
Class  3.    By  J.  E.  Garratt,  124  Southwark  Street,  SB. 
257,765.    [Corrected  announcement.] 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  November  25,  1903.) 

"  Odol  "  ;  for  chemicals  and  for  perfumery  ;  "  Odola  "  ; 
"  Odilol  "  ;  "  Eaud'ol  "  ;  "  Lodol  "  and  "  Otol,"  for  per- 
fumery and  toilet-articles.  By  K.  A.  Lingner,  26  Southwark 
Bridge  Eoad,  S.E.  257,551,  255,118, 255,129,  257,559,  257,562, 
and  257,563. 

Flag  devices  (combination) ;  for  "  Mawson's  Standard  Collo- 
dions "  ;  for  photographic  purposes,  and  for  use  in  surgery. 
By  Mawson  &  Swan,  11  Mosley  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
257,651  and  257,652. 

"  Lanesine  " ;  for  an  ointment  base.  By  the  Yereingte  Che- 
mieche  Werke  Aktiengesellschaft,  Berlin,  c/o  Abel  &  Imray, 
Birkbeck  Bank  Chambers,  W.C.  256,886. 

Combination  of  devices  ;  for  "  Crystal  Spring  Health  Salt."  By 
Blyton,  Astley,  &  Co.,  76  Gordon  Street,  Lower  Broughton, 
Manchester.  255,597. 

"Santaloids"  ("Santal"  disclaimed);  for  a  medicine;  and 
"  Stbeptolytig  "  ("  Strepto  "  disclaimed) ;  for  a  serum.  By 
F.  Stearns  &  Co.,  Detroit,  U.S.A.,  c/o  L.  E.  Townroe,  28 
Budge  Bow,  E.C.    256,975  and  257,085. 

"Fliaway";  for  medicated  articles.  By  R.  Stothert  &  Sons, 
Albion  Works,  North  Road,  Atherton.  257,188. 

"  H.E-Maboloids  "  ("Hema"  disclaimed);  for  chemicals;  and 
"  Formolyptiil  "  ;  for  a  preparation  in  Class  3.  By  the 
Palisade  Manufacturing  Company,  46  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C. 
257,438  and  258,031. 

"Wyonia"  ("Wyon"  disclaimed.) ;  for  a  medical  preparation. 
By  T.  Guy,  16  Elliot  Road,  Chiswick,  W.  257,462. 

"  Koldene  "  ("  Cold  "  and  "  Kold  "  disclaimed) ;  for  a  medicine. 
By  T.  Wall,  76  Porter  Street,  Hull.  257,477. 

"  Sanatogen  "  ("Sanato"  disclaimed);  for  chemicals.  By 
Bauer  &  Co.,  Berlin,  c/o  F.  Williams  &  Co.,  83  Upper 
Thames  Street,  E.C,  257,583. 

"  Neurox  "  ("  Neuro  "  disclaimed)  ;  for  a  neuralgia,  &c,  remedy. 

By  A.  L.  Thompson,  181  Snargate  Street,  Dover,  chemist 

and  druggist.  257,586. 
'Hypokim  "  ;  for  a  medicine.    By  E.  Gould  &  Son  (Limited),  59 

Moorgate  Street,  E.C.  257,592. 

"Trekko";  for  a  medicine.  By  A.  Cousins,  34  Fere  Stre:t, 
Buckfastleigh,  Devon,  chemist  and  druggist.  257,690. 

"  Rheumors  "  ("Rheumo"  disclaimed);  for  a  medicine.  By 
R.  C.  W.  Humfrey,  151  Ferme  Park  Road,  N.  257,851. 

"  Albargine  "  ("  Albar  "  disclaimed) ;  for  chemicals.  By  Meisler,. 
Lucius  &  Briining,  Ho'chst-onMain,  o/o  Abel  &  Imray, 
Birkbsck  Bank  Chambers,  W.C.  258,119. 

"  Samand  "  ;  for  a  medicine.  By  S.  Rogers,  192  Hyde  Eoad^ 
Ardwiek,  Manchester,  chemist  and  druggist.  257,977. 

"Lidelco";  for  chemicals.  By  F.  H.  Bowden,  43  King  Wil- 
liam Street,  E.C.  258,056. 

Facsimile  signature  of  applicant ;  for  photographic  papers.  By 
E.  J.  Thom,  15  Giltspur  Street,  Holborn  Viaduct,  B.C. 
258,144. 

Combination  of  devices  and  the  word  "  Savore  "  ;  for  a  nutri- 
tious food  for  invalids.  By  Savory  &  Moore  (Limited),  143 
New  Bond  Street,  W.  255,039. 

Combination  of  devices  and  the  word  "  Matubas  " ;  for  cattle- 
food.  By  Alexandor  Brash,  Marlboro'  Street,  Marlboro' 
Place,  Dublin.  249,365. 

"  Solange  "  ;  for  a  perfume.  By  Lecaron  &  fiis,  Paris,  e/o  Irvine  ' 
&  Borrowman,  25  Crutched  Friars,  E.C.  257,895. 

"Pomponnet"  ("Pompon''  disclaimed);  for  perfumery  and 
toilet- articles.  By  M.  W.  Carmichael,  46  Dover  Street, 
Piccadilly,  W.  257,902. 

"  Roeroma  "  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.  By  Alfred  Roe, 
31  Did  Compton  Street,  W.,  chemist  and  druggist.  257,943, 

"  Rolgeda  "  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articlee.  By.  A.  Gilmour, 
451  Stockport  Road,  Longsight,  Manchester,  chemist. 
258,342. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marlcs  Journal"  December  2,  1903.) 

"  Microzone  "  ("Micro"  disclaimed);  for  a  diEinfectant- 
powder.  By  A.  Robey,  Bridgefield,  Kegworth,  near  Derby. 
258,051. 

"  Mulyptol  "  ;  for  goods  in  Classes  2  and  3.    By  the  Austra-  . 
lian  Eucalyptus  Chemical  Company,  19  Mansion  House 
Chambers,  11  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.    258,262  and 
258,263. 

"  Toxoids  "  ("Tone"  disclaimed);  for  chemicals.  By 
A.  Bishop  (Limited),  48  Spelman  Street,  N.E.  256,82?. 
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>r.  C.  a»  3obn6tone's  Jubilee, 


Mb.  C.  A.  Johnstone. 


AT  the  twenty-fifth  annual  dinner  and  smoking-concert  of 
the  staff  of  Messrs.  James  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited), 
held  at  the  Albion  Hotel,  Piccadilly,  Manchester,  on  De- 
cember 12,  a  silver  casket  and  an  illuminated  address  were 
jicesented  to  Mr.  C.  A.  Johnstone,  in  celebration  of  his  fifty 

years'  connection  with  the 
horse.  Mr.  W.  Lane  pre- 
sided. There  were  also 
present  Alderman  Sir 
James  Hoy,  Messrs.  Geo. 
S.  Woolley,  Hermann 
Woolley,  Chas.  A.  John- 
stone, Ed.  Jas.  Woolley, 
Jas.  Halliday,  David  Smith, 
Andrew  Walker,  F.  Mert- 
tens,  E.  Stanmore  Bishop, 
F.R.C.S.,  Drs.  Webster, 
Booth,  Geo.  Johnstone, 
Sealey,  David  Johnstone, 
C.  B.  Johnstone,  Messrs.  B. 
Allen,  T.  C.  Colles,  and  the 
whole  of  the  staff  of  the 
firm.  Mr.  Lane,  in  opening 
the  proceedings,  said  all 
the  directors  of  Jas.  Wool- 
ley,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited) 
were  present  that  night  for 
the  first  time  at  their  annual 
gathering.  They  had  met  to 
honour  Mr.  Johnstone,  than  whom  no  one  had  better  gained 
their  respect  and  esteem.  Letters  of  regret,  however,  had 
been  received  from  invited  guests  who  were  unable  to  attend, 
including  Mr.  Joseph  Clegg  (who  was  at  Belfast),  Mr.  Smith 
(of:  Radcliffe),  and  others. 

Mr.  Geo.  S.  Woolley  said  it  had  been  the  desire  of  the 
directors  and  staff  to  commemorate  the  commencement 
of  .  the  fiftieth  year  of  Mr.  Johnstone's  connection  with 
the  firm  by  making  him  a  suitable  token  of  their  esteem, 
and  at  the  same  time  presenting  him  with  the  casket  and 
address  which  were  before  him.  The  casket  was  engraved 
with  the  name  of  the  recipient,  and  recorded  the  fact  of  his 
fi ffcy  years'  connection  with  the  firm  and  the  date,  Decem- 
ber 12,  1903.    The  address  was  as  follows  : 

We,  your  co-directors  and  members  of  the  staff  of  Blessrs.  Jaa. 
Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited),  desire  to  offer  to  you,  and  to  place 
on.  record  our  hearty  congratulations  on  your  fifty  years'  con- 
nection with  the  firm,  firstly,  as  assistant  and  representative ; 
secondly,  as  partner ;  and  lastly,  since  the  incorporation,  as  a 
director,  and  have  witnessed  the  growth  of  the  firm  from  com- 
paratively small  dimensions  to  its  present  magnitude  and 
importance.  We  unite  in  recognising  your  uprightness  of 
character,  your  unswerving  devotion  to  duty,  and  your  unceasing 
effort  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  house.  We 
wish  also  to  acknowledge  the  unvarying  courtesy,  sympathy,  and 
kindness  you  have  always  shown  to  thoss  either  closely  or  dis- 
tantly associated  with  you  in  the  daily  routine  of  business.  We 
assure  you  that  it  is  the  sincere  wish  of  everyone  of  us  that  you 
may  long  retain  health  and  strength  tD  continue  a  career  of 
usefulness,  and  to  enjoy  the  well-earned  fruits  of  your  long 
labours,  and  we  beg  you  to  accept  this  testimonial  as  a  tribute  of 
our  esteem  and  regard,  and  that  you  will  hand  it  down  to  your 
children,  so  that  they  may  look  back  with  pride  and  recall  your 
honourable  connection  with  the  establishment  of  Jas.  Woolley, 
Sons  &  Co.  (Limited.1. 

Mr.  Woolley,  continuing  his  remarks,  said  it  was  somewhat 
difficult  to  congratulate  a  gentleman  on  his  jubilee.  The 
mere  completion  of  fifty  years'  work  in  one  establishment 
was  hardly  a  matter  of  congratulation  ;  but  when  they  came 
to  consider  the  way  in  which  the  fifty  years'  work  had  been 
spent,  they  at  once  felt  themselves  on  safe  ground.  The  last 
fi  fty  years  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Johnstone  had  been  spent  in  one 
continual  round  of  activity  and  industry,  and  through  those 
years  Mr.  Johnstone  had  obtained  the  esteem  and  respect  not 
only  of  the  members  of  the  firm,  but  of  the  employes  and  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  customers  of  the  firm.  He  knew 
many  customers  who  had  sought  his  advice,  and  never 
failed  to  receive  it  at  his  hands.  Mr.  Woolley  mentioned 
some  of  Mr.  Johnstone's  friends  who  regretted  their  absence, 


amongst  them  Mr.  Atkins,  the  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain,  who  has  the  very  highest 
regard  for  Mr.  Johnstone. 

Sir  James  Hoy  spoke  at  length  on  his  long  friendship 
for  Mr.  Johnstone,  and  recounted  some  of  the  reminiscences 
of  their  early  days.  They  had  known  each  other  nearly  fifty 
years,  and  were  more  closely  associated  in  former  than  in 
later  years,  but  their  earlier  days  were  likely  to  remain 
sweet  to  the  memory  and  pleasant  in  the  retrospect.  They 
did  not  in  those  early  days  get  their  pleasures  from 
gatherings  like  the  present,  but  they  got  their  knowledge 
from  books  and  from  good  men  and  true,  arjd  they  also 
gained  some  knowledge  from  each  other.  Had  he  his  life  to 
live  over  again,  he  did  not  know  that  he  should  desire  it  to 
be  spent  in  different  circumstances  than  surrounded  him  in 
those  early  days. 

Mr.  James  Halliday,  Mr.  Andrew  Walker,  Mr.  David 
Smith,  Mr.  Merttens,  and  Mr.  A.  Balmforth  spoke  in  com- 
plimentary terms  of  Mr.  Johnstone.  Mr.  Geo.  S.  Woolley 
then  made  the  formal  presentation,  which  was  accompanied 
by  loud  cheers  and  musical  honours. 

Mr.  Johnstone  then  replied  at  some  length.  First  he 
expressed  warm  thanks  to  all  his  friends.  Mr.  Woolley  he 
thanked  especially,  saying  that  the  progress  of  the  firm  had 
been  due  to  the  capable  and  active  supervision  of  Mr.  Geo. 
Woolley  and  Mr.  Hermann  Woolley,  supported  by  an  efficient 
and  well-trained  staff,  with  an  open  mind  and  a  readiness 
to  receive  suggestions,  and,  if  practical,  to  carry  them  out 
without  incurring  bitterness  and  reproach  should  the  project 
fail.  He  detailed  his  exact  positions  in  the  firm  from  the 
time  of  his  leaving  Annan  (where  he  served  his  apprentice- 
ship) in  1850-  down  to  the  present  time.  He  had  been  four 
years  an  apprentice,  thirty-seven  years  a  traveller  and 
partner,  and  nine  years  a  traveller  and  director.  He  con- 
cluded by  referring  to  the  days  of  his  early  manhood  and  his 
association  with  friends  who  had  come  to  witness  the 
crowning-point  of  his  career,  and  said  he  should  be  false  to 
his  religious  profession  and  a  traitor  to  his  conscience  if  he 
did  not  acknowledge  the  guiding-hand  of  a  kind  Providence 
all  through  his  life.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  A.  Balmforth  gave  "  The  Directors,"  which  was 
supported  by  Mr.  J.  Tyson  and  heartily  drunk.  Mr.  Her- 
mann Woolley  responded,  and  said  that  at  no  time  had  the 
relations  between  the  staff  and  the  administration  been 
more  satisfactory  than  at  the  present  time.  He  thanked 
Messrs.  W.  Lane,  T.  C.  Twining,  and  W.  H.  Howard  for  their 
efforts  in  successfully  organising  the  evening's  proceedings. 
Mr.  A.  C.  Vallance  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Visitors,"  which 
was  responded  to  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Bishop,  Dr.  Booth,  and  Mr.  G. 
Sington.  A  splendid  musical  programme  was  furnished 
during  the  evening,  in  which  Mr.  Foden  Williams,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Franklin,  and  Mr.  F.  Crowe  distinguished  themselves.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  singers,  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Howard  tor  his 
efficient  services  as  Secretary,  and  to  the  Chairman  terminated 
the  proceedings. 

Soutb  Hfrican  Bews, 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 

Note. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to  all 
the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  iu  British  South  Africa, 
viz. : — 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 


A  New  Pharmacy  has  been  opened  up  in  the  Church 
Square,  Grahamstown,  under  the  name  of  "  The  Central 
Pharmacy." 

The  Gold- bar. — Edgar  Herman,  described  as  a  Euro- 
pean chemist,  was  sentenced  to  six  months'  imprisonment 
with  hard  labour,  at  Cape  Town,  on  November  18,  for  pre- 
tending to  a  New  Zealander,  named  Burke,  that  a  piece  of 
gilded  brass  he  produced  was  bar-gold.  He  induced  Burke 
to  agree  to  take  the  metal  to  Australia,  and  obtained  from 
Burke  25?.  as  security  for  the  gold,  which  he  said  was  worth 
200/. 
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Railway- contracts. — Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co., 
-of  Cape  Town,  have  secured  the  contract  for  the  supply  of 
medicine  and  medical  comforts  to  the  Cape  Government 
•railways  (Western  System),  Messrs.  C.  E.  Gardner  &  Co. 
(Limited),  Port  Elizabeth,  being  the  successful  tenderers  for 
the  Midland. 

The  South  African  Medical  Congress  takes  place  at 
Cape  Town  on  December  28.  The  presidental  address  will 
b^"  delivered  by  Dr.  E.  S.  Stevensen,  of  Rondebosch.  The 
Government  will  convey  members  to  llobben  Island  (an 
island  in  Table  Bay  where  lepers  are  sent)  by  special  tug. 
Dr.  J.  A.  Alston,  Union  Street,  Cape  Town,  is  the  secretary. 

Natal  Notes. — Mr.  S.  B.  Anderson,  for  some  years  with 
Mr.  H.  J.  Brereton,  Durban,  has  opened  in  business  on  his 
own  account  in  Durban,  at  the  corner  of  Clarke  and  Bulwer 
Roads.  Mr.  Anderson  was  in  the  West-end  o£  London 
prior  to  going  to  Durban. — Mr.  S.  K.  Elgie,  chemist  and 
druggist  (Great  Britain),  for  many  years  in  business  in 
Durban,  has  entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  J.  T.  Emerson, 
optician,  to  carry  on  the  business  of  consulting  opticians, 
spectacle-fitters,  &c,  at  Hollander's  Buildings,  Field  Street, 
Durban.  Mr.  Emerson  is  likewise  a  chemist  with  the  British 
qualification,  and  he  is  also  a  Fellow  of  the  Spectacle- 
makers'  Company. — In  view  of  the  discussion  which  has 
■taken  place  in  some  of  the  home  papers,  the  following 
paragraph  from  the  Natal  Advertiser  is  worthy  of  note  : 

Medical  Etiquette. — The  Durban  Medical  Society  deprecates 
ithe  insertion  of  laudatory  paragraphs  in  the  columns  of  the  Press 
(other  than  in  obituary  notices  where  relatives  or  friends  may 
■desire  to  thank  certain  people  for  attention  or  sympathy)  where 
the  names  of  medical  men  are  mentioned  in  connection  with  cases 
■of  illness  or  surgical  operations,  and  that  the  decision  of  the 
Society  be  forwarded  to  the  editors  of  the  local  publications. 

Mr.  A.  Adams,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Ladysmith,  and 
Mr.  W.  E.  Holl,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Squire's, 
■Oxford  Street,  W.,  and  formerly  with  Mr.  H.  J.  Brereton, 
Durban,  have  commenced  business  in  partnership  in  Church 
Street,  Vryheid. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Rhodesia. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  on  October  26 
•at  Bulawayo.  There  were  present  Messrs.  W.  J.  Bickle  (in 
the  chair),  Blewett,  Burnett,  Conrath,  Meredith,  Moore, 
Phelps,  Skerrett,  Smart,  Truscott,  Wilkins,  and  Copley  (Hon. 
■Secretary). 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  having  been  read 
•and  confirmed,  Mr.  Arthur  Cole  (Gwelo)  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Hole 
(Smart  &  Copley)  were  elected  members  of  the  Society.  Mr. 
Moore  gave  notice  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society 
•he  would  bring  forward  a  resolution  re  manner  of  election 
■of  new  members. 

Treasurer's  Report. 

Mr.  Truscott  (Treasurer)  presented  a  statement  of  accounts 
-showing  receipts  of  6s.,  and  payments  of  18Z.  16a.  9d. 
The  balance  in  hand  last  year  of  2W.  5  s.  Id.  would  be  reduced 
to  18Z.  19s.  lOd,  the  reduction  of  balance  in  hand  being  due 
to  extra  items  of  expenditure  in  the  way  of  stationery,  &c. 
Some  discussion  took  place  over  the  item  of  subscriptions  to 
"the  G.  Jj-  B.,  the  Secretary  questioning  amount  paid.  It  was 
decided  to  go  through  the  accounts  again  and  report  at 
the  next  meeting.  It  was  also  resolved  that  the  Secretary 
write  those  members  who  were  in  arrear  with  their  sub- 
-scriptions. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  following  officers  were  then  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year :  President,  Mr.  W.  Dawn  Copley  ;  Vice-President,  Mr. 
L.  F.  Moore ;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  E.  Blewett ;  Treasurer,  Mr. 
<j.  E.  Truscott ;  and  extra  member  of  executive,  Mr.  C.  F. 
Conrath. 

Future  Meetings. 
The  tenor  of  remarks  being  the  paucity  of  meetings  during 
the  past  year,  the  retiring  President  (Mr.  Bickle),  observing 
that  such  remarks  appeared  to  be  a  reflection  on  him,  con- 
tended that  the  Society  was  instituted  for  business  and  not 
for  social  purposes.    Other  speakers  differei  on  this  point, 


and  Mr.  Moore,  after  considerable  discussion,  to  guard 
against  these  aspersions  in  future,  proposed  : 

That  the  Society  hold  a  business-meeting  at  least  every  three 
months,  and  that  the  socials  be  not  conducted  under  the  patronage 
of  the  Society. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Conrath,  and  carried.  Mr. 
Phelps  thought  that  an  annual  social  or  dinner  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Society  would  be  beneficial,  and  promised  to 
renew  the  subject  at  the  next  meeting. 

Valedictory. 

Mr.  Bickle  thought  it  advisable  to  keep  a  record  of  what 
examinations  would  qualify  persons  to  conduct  a  chemist's 
business  in  Rhodesia,  and  the  Secretary  promised  to  renew 
this  subject  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  past  President  (Mr. 
Bickle)  and  congratulations  to  the  new  executive  terminated 
the  meeting,  an  announcement  being  made  of  a  social  to  be 
held  prior  to  Mr.  Bickle  leaving  for  EngUud. 


THE  LATE  MR.  HENRY  GEORGE. 

We  were  unable  last  week,  when  noticing  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry 
George,  M.A.,  of  the  travelling  staff  of  Messrs.  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited),  to  j>et  his  portrait  in  time  for  the 
issue.    We  now  give  a  portrait  taken  shortly  after  he  graduated  as 


M.A.  at  the  University  of  Dublin  in  1902.  The  funeral  took  place 
on  Wednesday,  December  9,  when  Mr.  Harold  E.  Webb,  of 
London,  represented  his  firm.  Mr.  George  had  been  an  en- 
thusiastic Freemason  for  over  thirty  years.  He  was  initiated  as 
a  young  man  of  twenty-two  into  the  Derwent  Lodge  at  Wirks- 
worth,  in  which  he  served  the  office  of  W.M.  on  two  occasions, 
and  rose  by  degrees  to  a  distinguished  position  in  the  Craft.  He 
was  Past  Prov.  Senior  Grand  Warden.  Among  the  Royal  Arch 
Masons  he  was  P.Z.  of  the  Alexandra  Chapter  in  1885,  and 
P.Pr.G.J.,  while  he  had  risen  to  still  greater  honours  in  the  Mark 
degree,  being  not  only  P.G.S.W.  of  the  Province  of  Notts,  and  a 
P.P.G.  Overseer  of  Lines,  but  a  Past  Assistant  G.  D.  of  C.  of 
Grand  Lodge  itself.  He  was  also  P.N.  of  the  Trent  Lodge  of 
Royal  Ark  Mariners,  and  P.M.W.S.  of  the  Magnus  Rose  Croix 
Chapter.  In  the  Order  of  the  Temple  he  was  a  P.E.P.,  and 
Provincial  Officer  of  Kent  and  Surrey.  In  each  of  these  positions 
he  distinguished  himself  by  his  complete  mastery  of  the  duties 
and  his  wide  and  accurate  information,  which  he  was  always 
ready  to  plaoe  at  the  service  of  his  brethren. 
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XTbe  "Gablotfc"  Gra&e^marft  Case. 

Judgment  in  favour  of  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 


pOURT  2  of  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice 
*J  was  quite  crowded  on  Monday  morniDg,  December  14, 
when,  at  10.30,  Mr.  Justice  Byrne  gave  judgment  in  the  case  of 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  v.  Thompson  &  Capper,  in  the 
matter  of  the  trade-marks  Nos.  36,154,  36,155,  42,378,  42,379, 
225,812,  225,813,  225,815,  and  225,816,  and  in  the  matter  of  the 
Patents,  Design?,  and  Trade-marks  Acts  1883-1888.  The 
strongest  contingents  were  from  Snow  Hill  Buildings  and 
17  Bloomsbury  Square.  Mr.  Wellcome  and  a  number  of  his  staff- 
leaders  were  there,  and  from  Bloomsbury  were  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Society,  the  Secretary,  and  others  of  the  staff.  Mr. 
Carteigbe  and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  were  there  as  interested  parties. 
We  noticed  also  Mr.  E.  Pickering,  of  Newbery's,  and  other 
familiar  faces,  but  interest  was  riaturally  absorbed  by  Mr  Justice 
Byrne's  judgment,  which  required  close  following.  His  Lordship 
took  nearly  twenty-five  minutes  to  read  it  ;  but  he  had  not  gone 
far  before  it  was  perceived  that  "  tabloid"  and  "  tabloids  "  are  to 
remain  on  the  Trade  marks  Register,  because  he  found  that  when 
they  were  put  there  on  March  14,  1884,  they  were  new  words, 
have  since  been  continuously  associated  with  the  plaintiffs'  goods, 
and  that  any  secondary  meaning  of  a  descriptive  character  which 
the  word  "  tabloid  "  may  have  acquired  has  come  about  through 
the  plaintiffs'  enterprise.  The  plaintiffs,  his  Lordship  added, 
have  made  a  gift  of  the  word  to  the  language,  while  reserving  a 
special  use  of  it  to  themselves.  The  motion  to  restrain  the 
defendants  from  passing-off  was  granted,  with  40s.  damages. 

Mr.  J.  Fletcher  Moulton,  K.C.,  M.P. ;  Mr.  Ralph  Neville,  K.C. ; 
Mr.  E.  L.  Levett,  K.C. ;  Mr.  L.  B.  Sebastian ;  and  Mr.  D.  M. 
Kerly  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs  (instructed  by  Messrs. 
Markby,  Stewart  &  Co.).  Mr.  A.  J.  Walter  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Gray 
appeared  on  behalf  of  the  defendants  (instructed  by  Messrs. 
Sharpe,  Parker  &  Co.,  agents  for  Messrs.  Alsop,  Stevens,  Harvey 
&  Crooks,  of  Liverpool).  Mr.  Justics  Byrne's  compliment  at  the 
end  of  the  case  to  the  counsel  for  the  defendants  was  generally 
appreciated. 


THE  JUDGMENT. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne  said :  I  have  to  deal  with  an  action  to 
restrain  passing-off  goods  not  of  the  manufacture  of  the 
plaintiffs  as  or  for  their  goods,  and  particularly  from  selling, 
or  offering  for  sale,  any  such  goods  under  the  name 
"  tabloid  "  or  "  tabloids,"  and  from  infringing  the  registered 
trade-marks,  and  with  a  motion  on  the  part  of  the  defen- 
dants to  expunge  the  trade-marks  in  question  from  the 
register. 

It  will  be  convenient  to  deal  first  with  the  motion.  In 
and  previously  to  the  month  of  March,  1884,  the  plaintiff 
firm  were  manufacturing  and  selling  compressed  drugs  in  a 
solid  form  and  of  a  lenticular  or  bi-convex  shape. 

On  March  14,  1884,  they  registered 

in  Class  3,  in  respect 
of  substances  not  included  in  Class  1  used  in  medicine  and 
pharmacy,  the  word  "tabloid,"  and  on  January  27,  1885, 
they  registered  in  the  same  class  the  representation  of  the 
top  of  a  box  with  the  word  "  tabloids "  upon  it.  It  was 
explained  that  this  latter  registration  was  in  order  to  be  able 
to  register  in  Germany,  where  such  registration  would  not 
be  granted  except  in  connection  with  a  device  and  previous 
registration  in  England.  These  registrations  have  been 
renewed  and  are  in  force.  The  plaintiffs  have  continuously 
made  and  sold  compressed  drugs  ever  since  the  date  of  the 
original  registration  of  the  word  "  tabloid."  These  drugs 
have  always  been  made  and  sold  of  the  original  shape  and 
size,  but  they  have  also  been  sold  of  various  other  sizes  and 
of  differing  shapes,  chiefly,  however,  of  a  form  more  or  less 
bi-convex.  The  list  of  drugs  and  compounds  of  drugs  so 
made  and  sold  has  been  extended  from  time  to  time,  but  the 
plaintiffs  have  always  sold  their  solid  compressed  drugs  in 
connection  with  the  word  "  tabloid  "  or  "  tabloids."  The 
registration  was  under  the  Act  of  1883,  and  having  regard 
to  the  terms  of  Section  64,  sub-Section  lc,  the  question 
is  whether  or  not  the  word  "  tabloid "  was  a  distinc- 
tive fancy  word  not  in  common  use  at  the  date  of 
registration— namely,  March  14,  1884.  It  is  important 
to  keep  the  date  in  mind  in  considering  the  matter,  and  this 


was  forcibly  brought  home  to  me  in  the  present  case  by  th  e 
fact  that  when  the  word  "  tabloid "  was  first  mentione'  !f 
quite  thought  it  was  a  common  dictionaiy  word  in  the  lan- 
guage loDg  before  1834,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  this  was 
really  due  to  my  acquaintance  with  the  word  as  used  in  con- 
nection with  the  compressed  drugs  of  the  particular  shape  I 
have  described,  which  have  become  so  well  known  since  the 
year  1884.  The  words  "  table  "  and  "  tablet "  were  of  course 
well  known,  and  the  latter  in  reference  to  solid  drugs  at 
least  as  early  as  the  time  of  Lord  Bacon.  I  find  in  the  1848 
4to  edition  of  Johnson's  Dictionary  the  definition  of  tablet 
is  : — First,  "  A  small  level  surface."  Secondly,  "  A  medicine 
in  a  square  form."  And  then  there  is  a  quotation  from  Bacon  : 
"  It  hath  been  mainly  used  to  wear  tablets  of  arsenic  as  pre- 
servatives against  the  plague  as  they  draw  the  venom  to 
them  from  the  spirits."  In  the  Imperial  Dictionary  of  1868 
I  find  this  definition  (No.  4)  of  "  tablet "  : 

A  medicine  in  a  square  form.  Tablets  of  arsenic  were  formerly 
worn  as  a  preservative  against  the  plague.  A  solid  kind  of 
electuary  or  confection  made  of  dry  ingredients  usually  with 
sugar  and  formed  into  little  flat  squares  called  also  lozenge  and 
troche,  also  applied  to  anything  made  up  in  a  flat  square  shape,  as 
a  tablet  of  soap. 

The  word  "tablet"  had  also  been  used  to  denote  com- 
pressed drugs  made  up  in  the  bi-convex  shape  in  question  by 
the  plaintiff  firm  in  connection  with  Wyeth's  tablets,  and  by 
some  other  persons.  The  plaintiff  firm  had  registered  the 
word  "tablet "for  the  same  class,  intending  to  use  it  as 
their  trade-mark,  but,  finding  that  it  could  not  be  sustained, 
Mr.  Wellcome  set  about  finding  a  new  word,  and  invented 
the  word  "  tabloid."  This  word  was  certainly  not  in  common 
use,  for  it  was  unknown  before,  and  was  used  by  his  firm  for 
the  first  time. 

The  Case  of  the  Trade-mark  "Bovril" 

before  the  Court  of 
Appeal  (in  1893,  2  Chancery  Division,  page  600)  relieves  me 
from  a  close  examination  of  earlier  cases,  and  gives  me  a 
guide  in  endeavouring  to  determine  whether  or  not "  tabloid  " 
was  a  fancy  word.  The  earlier  leading  cases  of  Van  Duzer's 
trade-mark  and  Leaf's  trade-mark  (34  Chancery  Division, 
page  623)  were  cases  in  which,  as  pointed  out  by  Lord 
Lindley  in  the  Bovril  case,  a  coined  word  was  not  under 
consideration  at  all,  but  ordinary  English  words.  "  Where," 
says  Lord  Lindley,  "  you  have  got  a  fanciful  use  of  a  known 
word  you  must  have  a  word  which  is  obviously  non- 
descriptive."    At  page  606  he  says  : 

But  I  agree  that  a  word  which  describes  the  article  will  not  do. 
To  my  mind  it  is  not  descriptive,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Bowers's 
very  ingenious  argument.  He  tries  to  make  it  out  to  be  a 
descriptive  word,  not  by  taking  the  word,  but  a  little  bit  of  it,  and 
he  says  that  because  "  bov "  may  have  some  relation  and  does 
have  some  relation  to  "  ox,"  therefore  "  Bovril  "  describes  what  ? 
I  do  not  see  that  it  describes  anything  at  all. 

I  think  I  also  get  this  from  the  Bovril  case— that  it  is  not 
necessary  that  the  word  should  be  absolutely  unsuggestive. 
The  word  "  bovril "  was  suggestive  of  "  ox,"  but  as  a  whole 
was  held  not  to  be  descriptive. 

The  Argument  in  the  Present  Case 

for  the  applicants  was : 
There  is  a  word  to  be  dealt  with  compounded  of  "  table  "  or 
"  tablet,"  with  a  common  suffix  "  oid."  To  the  last  Mr. 
Walter,  with  his  accustomed  skill,  would  not  pin  himself  to 
one  or  the  other.  There  were,  he  says,  the  words  "  tabellse," 
"  table,"  " tablet "  in  common  use,  and  "tabloid"  must  be 
taken  from  part  of  one  or  other  of  them,  and  the  rest  of  the 
word  is  made  up  by  adding  a  common  suffix  "  oid,"  meaning 
"  in  the  form  of  "  or  "  like  "  or  "  allied  to,"  used  in  a  great  many 
English  words  and  especially  in  connection  with  scientific  no- 
menclature, and  though  part  of  the  root  or  suggesting  word  is 
left  out  the  word  "  tabloid  "  means  something  like  or  allied 
to  things  denoted  by  one  or  other  of  the  old  words.  On  the 
other  hand  it  was  forcibly  urged  that  the  only  attribute 
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common  to  the  things  denoted  by  the  words  "  table "  and 
"tablet"  is  the  suggestion  of  flatness  on  one  side  or  other, 
or  on  both  sides  of  the  object  without  any  notion  of  con- 
vexity. Suppose  "tablet"  be  the  word  supposed  to  have  the 
common  suffix  appended,  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  the  new 
word  is  not  "tabletoid"  but  "tabloid,"  a  possible  but  not 
the  most  obvious  formation ;  while  if  "  table  "  be  the  word, 
though  "  tabloid  "  would  probably  be  a  natural  way  of  adding 
the  suffix  by  analogy  to  other  words  constructed  in  a  similar 
form,  the  word  so  constructed  would  mean  allied,  not  to  a 
"  tablet,"  but  to  a  "  table,"  but  though  solid  drugs  in  certain 
forms  were  known  as  "tabellse"  or  "tabula;,"  there  is 
nothing  that  I  can  find  to  denote  convexity  or  compression 
in  the  word.  I  think  the  case  is  near  the  line,  but  treating 
it  as  a  matter  of  fact  in  the  particular  case,  I  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  in  March,  1884,  the  word  was  not  "  really 
intelligibly  describing  the  thing  sold "  which  is  the  way  in 
which  Lord  Lindley  at  page  607  of  the  report  of  the  Bovril 
case  puts  the  form  of  direction  to  the  jury.  I  agree  that 
there  is  a  suggestion  or  atmosphere  of  description  about  the 
word  as  then  used,  but  I  do  not  think  that  it  can  be  said  to 
have  been  other  than  a  "  fancy  word  "  as  applied  to  goods 
in  the  class  in  which  it  was  registered.  The  motion  must, 
therefore,  be  dismissed. 

The  Passing-off  Motion. 

I  now  come  to  the  other  part  of 
the  case,  and  it  is  clearly  proved  that  since  the  registration 
of  the  words  "  tabloid  "  and  "  tabloids  "  the  plaintiffs  have 
continuously  and  to  an  enormous  extent  advertised,  sold, 
and  denoted  their  goods  in  connection  with  the  registered 
words.  They  deal  only  wholesale  ;  that  portion  of  the  public 
to  which  they  appeal  directly  is  mainly  composed  of  doctors, 
chemists,  nurses,  and  those  concerned  in  the  ordering,  pre- 
paration, and  administration  of  drugs  ;  and  it  is  to  these 
that  their  advertisements,  trade-lists,  and  trade-documents 
are  directed.  To  every  medical  practitioner,  to  every 
chemist  and  qualified  chemist's  assistant,  and  to  every  known 
nurse  in  the  Empire,  diaries  are,  and  have  for  many  years 
been,  sent  annually,  in  which  Messrs.  Burroughs  &,  Well- 
come's  goods  are  referred  to  and  denoted  as  '  tabloid"  or 
41  tabloids."  I  had  the  evidence  of  a  very  representative  body 
of  medical  men  and  chemists,  which  convinces  me  that  to 
these,  who  constitute  that  portion  of  the  public  who  are 
primarily  concerned  in  the  matter,  the  words  "  tabloid  "  and 
"  tabloids  "  mean  and  denote,  and  have  always  meant  and 
denoted,  the  goods  of  the  plaintiff  firm.  All  that  could  be 
done  by  owners  of  a  trade-name  to  protect  it  has  been  done. 
The  plaintiff  firm  has  been  vigilant,  even  to  the  extent  of 
persuading  compilers  of  modern  dictionaries  to  correct,  and 
to  undertake  to  correct,  their  definitions  of  the  word 
"  tabloid." 

There  is  One  Peculiarity  in  the  Case 

I  must  mention.  The 
word  "  tabloid  "  has  become  so  well  known  and  appreciated 
in  consequence  of  the  use  of  it  by  the  plaintiffs  in  connec- 
tion with  their  compressed  drugs  that  I  think  it  has  acquired 
a  secondary  sense  in  which  it  has  been  used,  and  may  legiti- 
mately be  used,  so  long  as  it  does  not  interfere  with  the 
plaintiffs'  trade-rights.  I  think  the  word  has  been  so  applied 
generally  with  reference  to  the  notion  of  a  compressed  form 
of  dose  of  anything,  from  literary  education  to  household 
dwellings,  and  sometimes  also  perhaps  as  denoting  a  bi-con- 
vex  form  of  drug,  and  various  works,  including  numbers  of 
Munch,  have  been  referred  to  showing  such  use  of  the  word. 
Mr.  Walter  ingeniously  suggested  that  they  have  sought  to 
rob  the  English  language  by  preventing  its  natural  develop- 
ment in  endeavouring  to  appropriate  such  a  word  as  "  tab- 
loid," which  he  puts  as  being  a  natural  development  of  the 
word  "  table  "  or  "  tablet " ;  but  I  think  it  is  more  correct  to 
say  that  the  plaintiffs  have  made  a  gift,  such  as  it  is,  to  the 
language,  while  reserving  a  special  use  of  it  to  themselves. 
The  trade-lists  employed  in  the  drug-trade  are  unanimous  in 
their  testimony,  as  well  negative  as  positive,  to  the  true 
meaning  of  the  word  as  applied  to  compressed  drugs  A 
large  number  have  been  produced,  not  one  of  which  uses  the 
word  in  reference  to  the  goods  of  anyone  except  the  plaintiffs, 
andall  of  which  refer  to  the  plaintiffs'  goods  in  connection  with 
the  words  "tabloid "or  "tabloids."  I  am  satisfied,  as  a 
result  of  the  evidence  of  the  medical  men  and  chemists  who 


have  given  their  testimony,  that,  speaking  generally  (though 
there  are  exceptions),  to  doctors  who  prescribe  and  use 
the  word  "  tabloids  "  the  word  means  and  intends  the  goods 
of  the  plaintiffs ;  to  the  chemists  and  others  concerned  in 
the  drug-trade  who  dispense  and  sell  the  drugs  the  word 
has  the  same  meaning.  Sometimes  doctors  add  to  the  word 
"  tabloids  "  the  name  of  the  firm  or  the  letters  "B.  &  W.," 
but  this  is  by  way  of  extra  caution  to  ensure  against  the 
substitution  of  drugs  of  a  less  reliable  or  lower  standard  than 
that  of  those  prepared  by  the  plaintiffs. 

The  Public  and  "Tabloids." 

I  quite  agree  that  there  is  a 
considerable  section  of  the  public  knowing  and  using  the 
drugs  who  have  not  noticed  or  observed  the  distinction 
between  "  tablets,"  under  which  name  a  very  large  number 
of  compressed  drugs  of  bi-convex  shape  are  and  have  for  a 
long  time  past  been  sold,  and  "  tabloids,"  so  as  to  identify 
the  latter  with  the  manufacture  of  the  plaintiffs.  When 
given  in  pursuance  of  a  prescription  the  "tabloids"  are 
often — perhaps  generally— so  put  up  as  not  to  disclose  the 
name  of  the  maker.  This,  I  suppose,  is  to  protect  the 
chemist  and  to  entitle  him  to  charge  as  for  medicine  made 
up  to  prescription.  Besides  this,  although  the  plaintiffs 
supply  their  goods  to  chemists  in  their  own  small  bottles 
and  tin  boxes  to  be  retailed,  they  sometimes  supply 
them  in  bulk,  and  then  the  chemists  may,  and  some- 
times do,  put  them  into  small  bottles  and  sell  them  in 
connection  with  their  own  name,  with  labels  calling 
them  "  tablets,"  not  "  tabloids,"  and  supplying  them  in 
answer  to  a  request  for  either  "  tablets "  or  "  tabloids." 
Though  this  is  not  complained  of,  it  must  have  some  effect 
in  preventing  the  retail  customer  from  having  his  attention 
so  pointedly  called  to  the  fact  that  the  words  "tabloid" 
and  "tabloids"  denote  the  goods  of  a  particular  firm  as 
would  be  the  case  if  the  "  tabloids  "  were  always  retailed 
under  that  denomination  in  connection  with  the  plaintiffs' 
firm-name  or  initials.  Nevertheless,  though  I  have  evidence 
of  mistakes  in  ordering  goods  as  "  tabloids  "  when  the  goods 
of  other  makers  are  really  wanted,  I  consider  that  the 
evidence  does  show,  again  speaking  generally,  that  members 
of  the  public,  when  they  ask  for  "  tabloids,"  mean  and 
expect  to  get  the  goods  of  the  plaintiffs. 

Upon  this  Part  of  the  Case 

I  think  that  the  plaintiffs  have 
discharged  the  obligation  referred  to  by  Lord  Herschell  in 
"  The  Two  D "  case  (Leahy  Kelly  and  Leahy  v.  Glover, 
10  Keports  of  Patents  Cases,  at  page  155)  when  he  says  that 
"the  foundation  of  a  passing-off  cise  is  that  the  party 
alleging  it  should  prove  in  the  first  instance  that  any  name 
which  he  claims  as  his  trade-name  has  been  so  extensively 
used  in  connection  with  his  manufacture  or  with  the  goods 
which  he  sells,  that  his  goods  have  come  to  be  known  in  the 
market  by  that  name,  that  anyone  using  that  name  would 
intend  to  refer  to  his  goods,  and  that  anyone  to  whom  the 
name  was  used  would  understand  that  his  goods  were 
referred  to."  The  defendants  are  manufacturing  and  retail 
chemists  carrying  on  a  large  business.  They  have  businesses 
at  several  different  places,  including  two  shops  in  Deansgate 
and  Piccadilly,  Manchester.  They  have  sold  in  response  to 
orders  for  "  tabloids "  goods  not  of  the  manufacture 
of  the  plaintiffs'  firm.  Until  about  the  middle  of 
last  year  the  great  bulk  of  the  compressed  drugs 
sold  by  the  defendants  at  their  Manchester  shops  were 
of  the  plaintiffs'  manufacture.  The  defendants  and  all  their 
assistants  knew  that  "  tabloids "  denoted  the  plaintiffs' 
goods.  Since  the  date  in  question  the  defendants  have 
stocked  compressed  drugs  of  other  makers,  and  they  have 
sold  in  bottles  labelled  "tablets"  in  connection  with  their 
own  name  goods  of  the  plaintiffs  as  well  as  goods  of  other 
manufacture.  The  bottles  and  labels  are  not  distinguishable, 
and  they  are  as  a  rule  kept  in  one  glass  case,  though  it  is 
said  that  they  are,  or  ought  to  be,  in  different  sides  of  it. 
It  has  been  proved  that  on  September  10,  1902,  the  defen- 
dants supplied  to  Winifred  Davies,  in  fulfilment  of  a  pre- 
scription, "  Tabloid  potassii  chlorate,  B.  W.  &  Co.,"  things 
which  were  not  the  plaintiffs'.  On  September  12,  1902, 
Mr.  Thomas  Smith  was  supplied  with  "cascara  sagrada  "  in 
similar  shape  and  form  to  the  plaintiffs'  tabloids  in  response 
to  a  request  for  "  cascara-sagrada  tabloids,"  which  were 
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described  on  a  list  shown  to  and  read  by  the  assistant  as 
"  cascara-sagrada  tabloids,  B.  &  W."  On  August  13,  1902, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Sykes  was  served  with  goods  not  the  plaintiffs" 
they  having  been  represented  to  him  as  the  plaintiffs, 
goods  in  reply  to  an  express  inquiry  whether  they 
were  Burroughs  &  Wellcomb's  goods.  I  have  specially 
mentioned  these  three  cases  because  there  was  a  passing- 
off  where  the  goods  were  not  denoted  as  "tabloid" 
or  "  tabloids "  only,  but  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it 
absolutely  certain  that  the  plaintiffs'  goods  were  referred 
to  by  the  use  of  their  name  or  initials.  There  were  nine 
other  cases  where  the  goods  required  were  referred  to  as 
"  tabloid  "  or  "  tabloids."  In  all  twelve  cases  were  proved, 
seven  taking  place  at  the  Piccadilly  shop  and  five  at  the 
Deansgate  shop.  One  was  in  August,  1902,  five  in  Septem- 
ber, one  in  October  in  the  same  year,  and  five  in  January, 
1903.  Nine  were  accompanied  by  the  production  of  writiDg 
showing  what  was  wanted.  The  witnesses  gave  their 
evidence  well,  and  I  believe  them.  Some  point  was  made 
that  they  were,  with,  I  think,  two  exceptions,  clerks  in  the 
office  of  a  firm  of  Manchester  solicitors  who  were  instructed 
by  the  plaintiffs'  solicitors,  and  some  point  was  also  made  of 
the  fact  that  no  notice  was  given  of  the  occasions  until  after 
the  issue  of  the  writ  in  the  action.  The  orders  were  all 
what  are  called  trap  orders,  and  the  Court  is  always  careful 
to  see  that  traps,  when  set,  are  fairly  set,  and  in  some  cases 
to  refuse  to  attach  weight  to  evidence  of  casual  transactions 
where  the  matter  depends  upon  the  effect  of  some  exchange 
of  remarks  made  weeks  or  months  before  the  trial,  and  where 
notice  has  not  been  given  within  reasonable  time  after  the 
event  of  the  intention  to  rely  upon  what  is  alleged  to  have 
taken  place.  In  each  case  the  circumstances  must  be  con- 
sidered, and  in  the  present  case  I  think  the  traps  were  fair, 
and  that  the  instances  given  in  the  particulars  have  been 
proved.  I  think  that  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  an  in- 
junction independently  of  the  question  of  registered  trade- 
mark. 

Here  his  Lordship's  manuscript  stopped,  and 

A  Conversation  Ensued. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne  said  :  There  is  one 
point  on  the  form  of  the  order.  There  are  several  marks 
referred  to.  I  think  I  only  heard  argument  with  respect 
to  the  marks  for  this  particular  class.  Is  not  that  so  1 
There  were  some  general  observations  made  about  the  others, 
but  I  have  not  even  got  the  details  of  them — there  are  several. 

Mr.  Levett :  In  the  statement  of  claim  it  is  confined  to 
four,  but  the  notice  of  motion  went  to  several  more. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne :  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  heard  any 
argument.  If  there  is  any  special  argument  founded  on 
those  

Mr.  Walter :  No,  I  think  not. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne :  I  think  both  parties  treated  it  as 
though  it  was  on  this. 

Mr.  Levett :  I  think  so.  It  is  the  same  word  in  different 
classes. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne :  As  far  as  the  motion  is  concerned  that 
must  be  dismissed  with  costs. 

Mr.  Levett:  Will  your  Lordship  give  me  a  certificate? 
Your  Lordship  may  remember  now,  under  Section  77  (A), 
when  a  trade- mark  has  been  in  dispute  and  proved,  the  Court 
gives  a  certificate. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne  :  Will  you  just  read  me  the  section  1 

Mr.  Levett :  Section  77  (a)  is  this  : 

In  an  action  for  infringement  of  a  registered  trade-mark  the 
Court  or  a  Judge  may  certify  that  the  right  to  the  exclusive  use 
of  the  trade-mark  came  in  question,  and,  if  the  Court  or  a  Judge 
so  certifies,  tben  in  any  subsequent  action  for  infringement,  the 
plaintiff  in  that  action,  on  obtaining  a  final  order  or  judgment  in 
his  favour,  shall  have  his  full  cost*,  charges,  and  expenses  as 
between  solicitor  and  client,  unless  the  Court  or  Judge  trying  the 
subsequent  action  certifies  that  he  ought  not  to  have  the  same. 

The  very  point  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Buckley  in 
J.  C.  &  J.  Field  &  Co.'s  (Limited)  trade-mark,  1900, 1  Chan- 
cery, 651 : 

The  proprietors  of  a  trade-mark,  which  had  been  registered  for 
more  than  five  years,  brought  an  action  for  infringement,  and 
the  defendants  moved  to  rectify  the  register  by  removing  the 
plaintiffs'  mark  therefrom.  The  action  and  motion  were  tried 
together  and  on  the  same  evidence;  an  injunction  was  granted, 
and  the  motion  refused.    Held  that,  although  after  the  expira- 


tion of  five  years  from  the  date  of  registration  the  validity  of  the 
trade-mark  could  only  be  impeached  on  motion  under  Section  90 
of  the  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks  Act,  1883,  the  right  to 
the  exclusive  use  of  the  trade-mark  had  come  in  question  in  the 
action  within  the  meaning  of  Section  77(a),  and  that  the  plaintiffs 
were  entitled  to  a  certificate  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne :  That  seems  to  be  on  all  fours,  Mr. 
Walter. 

Mr.  Walter :  It  does  not  affect  me.  It  affects  other  people. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne :  Yes,  I  think  you  are  entitled  to  that. 
Now  as  to  the  form  of  the  injunction. 

Mr.  Levett :  If  your  Lordship  has  the  statement  of  claim 
the  first  paragraph  is  the  usual  passing-off  injunction  :  "  An 
injunction  to  restrain  the  defendants,  their  servants  and 
agents." 

Mr.  Justice  Bryne :  That  is  not  the  usual  form,  Mr.  Levett. 
I  think  it  will  be,  will  it  not, 

From  selling  or  offering  or  exposing  or  advertising  for  sale  or 
procuring  to  be  sold  any  preparation  not  of  the  plaintiffs'  manu- 
facture under  the  name  of  "tabloid  "  or  "  tabloids  "  or  "  tabloid 
B.  W.  &  Co."  or  "  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  tabloids,"  or 
under  any  other  name  which  by  reason  of  colourable  imitation 
thereof  or  otherwise  is  calculated  to  represent  or  lead  to  the 
belief  that  such  preparation  is  a  preparation  of  the  plaintiffs. 

"Or  otherwise,"  I  think,  carries  all. 

Mr.  Levett:  I  think  my  friend  Mr.  Sebastian  is  over 
cautious.    I  am  content  with  No.  2. 

Mr.  Walter  :  Yes,  that  covers  3  also. 

Mr.  Levett :  3,  I  want. 

Mr.  Walter  :  It  is  all  covered  by  2,  I  think. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne  :  It  is  all  covered  really  by  2.  You  do 
not  want  specifically  4,  Mr.  Levett  ? 

Mr.  Walter  :  No.  Then,  my  Lord,  there  is  no  evidence  as 
to  5.    There  never  has  been  any. 

Mr.  Levett :  We  do  not  care  about  5.  The  question  is 
about  3    3  is  rather  important. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne:  There  is  a  matter  I  have  not  dealt 
with  which  I  shall  have  to  consider  if  you  want  it  in  that 
form  specifically,  and  that  is  as  to  the  argument  that  was 
raised  that  the  infringement  of  trade-mark  may  depend  on 
whether  it  has  been  applied  to  objects. 

Mr.  Levett :  If  your  Lordship  thinks  the  other  is  sufficient 
I  am  content. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne  :  I  think  it  is  usual  in  these  cases  to  take 
it  in  the  form  of  No.  2.  That  gives  you  all  the  relief  that 
you  want. 

Mr.  Walter :  Absolutely. 

Mr.  Levett :  I  will  accept  it  in  that  form  and  with  costs. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne  :  You  establish  your  right  to  your  trade- 
mark by  the  disposal  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Levett :  If  your  Lordship  pleases. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne :  I  should  not  direct  an  account  upon 
this. 

Mr.  Levett:  I  suppose  40s.  damages  will  be  the  best  way 
to  deal  with  that  ? 
Mr.  Justice  Byrne  :  You  can  take  it  40s.  damages. 
Mr.  Walter  :  Yes,  certainly. 

Mr.  Levett :  I  am  told  it  is  sometimes  usual  in  a  large 
case  like  this  for  the  Court  to  say  that  it  is  a  proper  case  for 
three  counsel  to  be  employed. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne :  No ;  I  leave  that  for  consideration, 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  Levett :  The  taxing-master  will  deal  with  that. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne  :  All  I  can  say  is — but  I  do  not  want  to> 
say  it  as  negativing  a  case  for  three  counsel — that  this  has 
been  conducted  by  a  fewer  number  than  three  with  the- 
utmost  skill  and  ability  on  one  side. 

Mr.  Levett :  I  quite  agree. 

Mr.  Kerly  :  My  friend  Mr.  Parker  has  asked  me  to  ask  your 
Lordship  for  the  Comptroller's  costs. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne  :  Yes,  costs  of  the  motion. 
Mr.  Kerly  :  They  will  be  paid  by  the  defendants. 
Mr.  Justice  Byrne :  Yes  ;  I  think  that  is  the  usual  order. 
Mr.  Walter :  Yes,  I  must  pay  them. 

Result. 

Injunction  granted  against  the  defendants.  Defendants- 
to  pay  damages  and  costs ;  also  costs  of  the  Comptroller  of 
Trade-marks. 


